
Northern Ireland Planning
Statistics Q1 2021/22 

Planning activity and processing performance during 2020/21 were impacted by the restrictions put in place due to the coronavirus
pandemic. This should be borne in mind when interpreting these figures or making comparisons with other periods. 

Overall  planning  applications 

Applications received, decided & approved 

  

3,983 

3,455 

2,309 
1,811 

Received Decided 

Q1 2020/21 

3,275 

1,734 

Approved 

Q1 2021/22 

  
  

Comparing Q1 2021/22 with Q1 2020/21: 

    
 

    
   

    
 

91% 

89% 

72% 
increase in the number 
of applications received 

increase in the number of 
applications decided 

increase in the number of 
applications approved 

Applications received Q1 2021/22 

A  total  of  3,983  planning  applications  were 
received  during  Q1  2021/22: 

3,949 34 
(99%) (1%) 
Local Major 

3 largest development types 

      
   

  

Other* 

(12%) 

Govt & Civic 

Residential 
(69%) 

(6%) 

*Other includes work to facilitate disabled persons,
signs/advertisements & listed buildings 

Planning statutory targets Q1 2021/22 

Average processing times (weeks) - major 

  

 

 

Q1 2020/21 54.8 

Q1 2021/22 53.6 

Target: 30 weeks 

          

           

   

                   
                 

   

    
     

Average processing times (weeks) - local 

  

 

 

Q1 2020/21 17.4 

Q1 2021/22 15.8 

Target: 15 weeks 

     

   

% of enforcement cases concluded within 
39 weeks 

 

 

 

59.6% Q1 2020/21 

Q1 2021/22 71.7% 

Target: 70% 

Councils within major target 

Antrim 

& Newtownabbey 

20.7 weeks 

Mid & East Antrim 
23.4 weeks 

Councils within local target 

   
   

   
  

   

 
 

 

 

Antrim 

& Newtownabbey 

14.0 weeks 

8.2 weeks 

Derry City & Strabane Mid & East Antrim 

14.0 weeks 

Mid Ulster 
14.2 weeks 

Fermanagh & 

Omagh 
14.6 weeks 

   

     

       
 

Councils within enforcement target 

   
 

   

  

 
 

   

 
  

 
 

   Mid & East Antrim 
76.9% 

71.4% 

Mid Ulster 
75.8% 

Armagh City, 
Lisburn & Castlereagh 

84.5% 

Antrim 

& Newtownabbey 
80.8% 

89.2% 

86.4% 

Derry City & Strabane 

Banbridge & Craigavon 

Belfast 
81.0% 

Causeway, Coast & Glens 
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For further information please contact ASRB@nisra.gov.uk or view report at: www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/articles/planning-activity-statistics 




