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Foreword 
 
The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council 
 
 
In my Spring report to Council I advised that DfI Roads started this financial year with a structural 

maintenance capital allocation of Ã75 million which is similar to last year.  This has again allowed 

us to deliver an enhanced level of resurfacing across the Division and I am sure, like me, you 

have noticed the steady improvement to the condition of the road network.  This year, the Road 

Recovery Fund is Ã10 million of the Ã75 million capital allocation, and again allows DfI staff to 

target roads which had been adversely impacted by recent under funding and those which 

deteriorated over the previous winter periods. 

 

At this time of year Government Departments redistribute surplus funding through the óOctober 

Monitoringô and I can advise that we are in a good position to deliver more resurfacing projects if 

we receive a further capital allocation.  We have also bid for more resource funding so that we 

can continue to deliver the maintenance works which are required to keep our roads in good 

operational condition. 

 

As yet we have had no firm indication about the level of funding we should expect next year but a 

similar allocation to this year would be very helpful.  

 

I would also reiterate that our allocated budget is not enough to meet our maintenance needs and 

while we are delivering a reasonable programme of this work, we will need more funding to 

sustain it in the latter part of the year.  Other programmes, such as local transport and safety 

measures and street lighting repairs are not at the same level as previous years, and the latter is 

leading to longer repair times. 

 

I understand that the funding situation causes frustration to local people and my staff see the 

outworking of this every day in the letters and calls we receive. However, please be assured that 

we are doing our best to spend our funding in an effective and efficient manner and in particular, 

addressing any defects which could compromise public safety. We will continue working to 

deliver as much as we can within our budget, but the challenge is significant and more funding is 

needed. 

 

The Department has secured some additional in-year funding and I will update the Council on this 

at the meeting.  I hope the information in this report is useful and can I thank both the Councillors 

and the officials for good working relationships that continue to be maintained with DfI Roads. 

 
 
David Porter 
Divisional Roads Manager 
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Divisional Headquarters 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine 
Co Londonderry 
BT51 3HS 

Tel: Tel: 0300 200 7891 
E-mail: dfiroads.northern@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 
Emergency Tel No: (028) 7035 3202 
Website: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/contacts-
az/dfi-roads-northern-division  

Northern Division 
 
Northern Division is one of four Client Divisions within DfI Roads. It spans the local Council 
areas of Antrim & Newtownabbey, Causeway Coast & Glens and Mid & East Antrim (see map 
below). 

 

In Northern Division we are responsible for approximately 5,853km (3,635 miles) of public road 
and 2,636km of footway together with 1,328 bridges and 10 park and ride/share sites. We carry 
out functions under the headings:- 
 

¶ Strategic Road Improvements ï Road Improvement Schemes greater than Ã1.5million on the 
strategic road network 

¶ Network Maintenance ï Maintenance of Roads and Structures 

¶ Network Development - Street Lighting and Road Improvement Schemes up to Ã1.5million  

¶ Network Planning - Development Control and Area Plans 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/contacts-az/dfi-roads-northern-division
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/contacts-az/dfi-roads-northern-division
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Northern Division - Senior Management Structure 

Gary Quinn 
Network Maintenance Manager 
Road maintenance operations; Section Offices; Inspections, Road 
maintenance standards, Utility street works; Winter service; 
Structural maintenance planning and programming; Estimates and 
allocations for all operation & maintenance functional activities. 

Alan Keys 
Network Development Manager  
Minor improvements; Traffic management; Street lighting capital & 
maintenance; Estimates and allocations for local transport & safety 
measures; On street parking and Park and Ride/Share parking. 

Cathal Brown 
Network Planning Manager  
Development Control; Private Streets; Area Plans; Forward Planning; 
Highway structures. 

Dawson Wray 
Colin Hutchinson  
Strategic Road Improvements Managers  
Major works schemes; Management of consultants; 
Large minor works schemes. 

David Porter  
Divisional Roads Manager 



Page 6 
 

Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council  
DfI Roads Report - Autumn 2019 

 

 

SECTION 1 
 

STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Billy Miller 
Strategic Road Improvements 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine  
BT51 3HS 
E-mail: Billy.Miller@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

Senior staff  

 

Philip McKeown 
Strategic Road Improvements 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine 
BT51 3HS 
E-mail: Philip.McKeown@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

 

Colin Cochrane 
Strategic Road Improvements 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine 
BT51 3HS 
E-mail: Colin.Cochrane@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

 

Gareth Kerr 
Strategic Road Improvements 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine 
BT51 3HS 
E-mail: Gareth.Kerr@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  
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1.1  A6 Randalstown to Castledawson Dualling 

(Being dealt with by Dawson Wray) 
 

This scheme will provide a continuous dual carriageway from the western end of the M22, near 
Randalstown, to the Castledawson Roundabout, reducing journey times and improving road 
safety.  The Ã185m scheme is 15km / 9 miles long in two main sections each side of the Toome 
Bypass, and commenced in June 2017. 
 
The Randalstown to Toome section (7.3km / 4.5 miles) opened to traffic on 4 August 2019 and 
provides a seamless continuation of the M22 in dual carriageway to Toome. The Mayors of   
Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council and Mid Ulster District Council accompanied the   
Departmentôs Permanent Secretary to an Official Opening on 12 September 2019. The benefits 
of reduced journey times and enhanced safety are already being realised, along with pleasant 
views of Lough Neagh and roadside wildflowers which are part of the landscape planting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Randalstown to Toome complete                                         Wildflowers for pollinators 

 
A part of the section from Toome to Castledawson Roundabout is online and consists of the     
upgrade of the Castledawson Bypass to dual carriageway, and includes a second bridge over the 
Moyola River. The remaining length is offline from Broagh, crossing the Hillhead and Deerpark 
Roads, and joining into the Toome Bypass. Earthworks, road and structures construction 
continues along this length. In compliance with the Departmentôs Environmental Statement, work 
is not carried out between the Toome Bypass and Deerpark Road from October to mid-March, 
and has recently ceased in that area. It is planned to complete the section from Toome to 
Castledawson in early 2021. 
 
Landowner and stakeholder engagement continues to minimise the impact of the works on the 
local residents, businesses and the travelling public. 
 
The scheme website is at www.a6rcdualling.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Creagh Junction bridge construction 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.a6rcdualling.co.uk
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1.2  A6 Londonderry to Dungiven 

(Being dealt with by Colin Hutchinson)   

 
Work continues to progress at a fast pace along the 25.5km site with 90% of site clearance com-
plete and 75% of the properties/structures scheduled for demolition cleared. Utility diversions are 
also progressing well.  
 
Significant earthworks are taking place throughout the scheme. This has required the temporary 
closure of several minor side roads to facilitate these works, including Tirbracken, Altnagarron, 
Crock Na Brock, Gortilea, Baranailt Road North and Gulf Road North and South. 
 
Out of 22 proposed structures throughout the scheme, eight have commenced construction with 
preliminary pile installation and testing taking place in a further four.  Works have just            
commenced on the Tamnaherin Junction and the Altnagarron Road underbridge and an          
agricultural underpass are substantially complete. The Claudy Junction has progressed well     
allowing the Baranailt Road to be reopened on 10 October 2019. 
 
For further information on the works and Traffic Management you can visit the scheme website  
at: https://a6d2d.com/ . 
 

Preparations work for the Dungiven bypass 
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SECTION 2 
 

NETWORK MAINTENANCE 

 

Stephen Gardiner 
Section Engineer 
Antrim & Newtownabbey Section Office 
20 Castle Street 
Antrim 
BT41 4JE 
E-mail: dfiroads.antrimandnewtownabbey@infrastructure-
ni.gov.uk 

Network Maintenance Manager: Gary Quinn 
 
 
 
 
  He is supported by:- 

The emergency telephone number is (028) 7035 3202 or 03002007891.   
Flooding can also be reported on the Flooding Incident Line on 0300 2000 100. 
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2.1 Maintenance Programmes 

Route No. Road Name / Location Length (m)      Comments 

C27 Lylehill Road (Ballyutoag Rd to Belfast Rd). 1600 Completed 

C26 Long Rig Road 1650 Completed 

C26 Printshop Road 2340 Completed 

B59 
Doagh Road (Monkstown RdðMonkstown 
Avenue) 

500 Planned 

B95 
Mallusk Road (Hightown Roadï Enterprise 
Way) 

700 Completed 

A6 Ballygrooby Roundabout 500 Planned 

    

Progress on Proposed Asphalt Resurfacing 2019/20 

Total Completed Asphalt  Resurfacing              6.29km 

At a cost of         Ã767,000 

Mallusk Road - Completed scheme 
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Progress on Proposed Resurfacing (Road Recovery Fund) 
2019/20 

Route No. Road Name / Location Length (m)      Comments 

U1081 Islandreagh Road, Antrim. (A6 to Antrim) 150 Planned 

U0424 Beverley Avenue, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

U0424 Beverley Crescent, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

U0424 Beverley Drive, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

U0424 Beverley Gardens, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

U0424 Beverley Grove, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

U0424 Beverley Park, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

U0025 Carnanee Road, Templepatrick. Patching Planned 

U0424 Waverley Crescent, Newtownabbey. Patching Planned 

B59 Doagh Road at Steens Corner, Newtownabbey. 350 Planned 

U1001 Doone Road, Moneyglass. 800 Planned 

C108 Fountain Hill,  Antrim. 300 Planned 

U0403 Sentry Lane, Mallusk. 120 Planned 

U0407 Longlands Avenue, Newtownabbey. 120 Planned 

U0409 
Inniscarne Drive/ Glenbane Avenue, 
Newtownabbey. 

70 Completed 

U0409 Old Irish Highway, Newtownabbey. 100 Completed 

    

Total Completed Resurfacing (Roads Recovery Fund)              0.17km 

At an estimated cost of            Ã20,000 
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Progress on Proposed Footway Resurfacing 2019/20 

Route No. Road Name / Location Length (m)      Comments 

F0419 Tulleevin Estate, Newtownabbey. 850 In progress 

F0419 Knockenagh Walk, Newtownabbey. 1300 Planned 

Tulleevin Estate - Works in progress 
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Completed Surface Dressing 2019/20 

Route No. Road Name / Location Length (m )  

U0033_02 Ashley Road, Mossley. 1118 

U0043_02 Ballybracken Road, Doagh. 5713 

U0015_01 Ballyearl Road, Mossley. 992 

C38_02 Ballynashee Road, Ballyclare. 1952 

U1104_02 Boghill Road, Templepatrick. 5672 

C39_06 Breckenhill Road, Doagh. 3279 

U1096_01 Bryantang Brae, Doagh. 1061 

C73_01 Castle Road, Ballynure. 1637 

U0044_02 Cogry Road, Doagh. 3366 

U0034_01 Cullyburn Road, Mossley. 1826 

U0055_01 Douglasland Road, Doagh. 675 

U0053_02 Drumadarragh Road, Doagh. 2303 

U1095_01 Holestone Road, Doagh. 1495 

C31_08 Irish Hill Road, Mossley. 5072 

U0031_02 Kingsmoss Road, Ballyrobert. 1147 

U0048_01 Lower Rashee Road, Doagh. 2151 

U1091_01 Old Ballybracken Road, Doagh. 3494 

U0053_01 Orpinsmill Road, Ballyclare. 1094 

U0015_02 Reahill Road, Mossley. 1580 

U0045_01 Rectory Road, Doagh. 1465 

C38_01 Sawmill Road, Ballyclare. 1775 

C39_07 Tildarg Road South, Ballyclare. 1448 

C42_01 Tildarg Road, Doagh. 7245 
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Completed Surface Dressing 2019/20 (cont.) 

Route No. Road Name / Location Length (m )  

U0444_10 Trenchill Avenue, Ballyclare. 321 

C0037_01 Springvale Road, Doagh. 1831 

   

   

Total Completed Surface Dressing            60.0km 

At a cost of         Ã266,000 
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Progress on Proposed Drainage Work 2019/20 

Route 
No. 

Road Name / Location Description Comments 

B18 
Roguery Rd, Moneyglass at 
No. 152.  

Install 200 metres of 600mm dia 
piping. 

Completed 

B52  
183 Portglenone Rd, 
Randalstown. 

Provide ólegoô blocks for verge 
slippage. 

Planned 

A522  
Belfast Rd, Antrim at the 
Warren. 

Upgrade existing drainage system 
carriageway. 

Planned 

C45 
Steeple Rd, Antrim at 
Lislunnan Rd. 

Provide access chamber and pipe 
drainage system. 

Completed 

U1024  Shore Rd Gallagh Rd, Toome. Repair verge. Planned 

B18  Roguery Rd, Moneyglass. Move gullies from the wheel track. Planned 

C48 
Magheralane Road, 
Randalstown. 

Culvert replacement. Completed 

C22 Largy Road, Crumlin. Culvert replacement. Planned 

B95 Doagh Road, Ballyclare. Repair drainage line. Completed 

B59 Doagh Road, Newtownabbey. Provide 2 No. carriageway gullies. Completed 

U0421 Glenariff Park, Jordanstown. New gully. Completed 

U0424 
Ravelston Gardens, 
Carnmoney. 

3 No. New gullies. Completed 

B18 Roguery Road @ Brecart End Verge collapse Competed 

Completed Drainage Works at a cost of           Ã150,000 
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Utility Road Name / Location Scheme Details Comments 

NI Water 
North End, Rashee Rd and 
Ballyeaston Rd, Ballyclare 

Mains Renewal 
Postponed until 
2020/21 

NI Water Antrim Road, Templepatrick. Mains Renewal 
Postponed until 
2020/21 

NI Water Drumdarragh Road, Newtownabbey. Water Infrastructure Completed 

    

The details above represent the best information available to DfI Roads at this time.  

 

Progress on Proposed Major Utility Works 2019/20 
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2.1 Winter Service 2019/20 

DfI Roads has a contract with the Meteorological Office for the provision of weather 
forecasts throughout the winter period. The service includes the provision of daily weather 
forecasts, updates and any other relevant information on significant weather changes to 
assist in taking decisions on salting operations. 
 
The Meteorological Office has a network of twenty-one weather sensors at selected 
locations throughout Northern Ireland to provide information on local weather conditions. 
Seven of these sensor sites are located within Northern Division at A6 Glenshane, A2 
Ballykelly, A26 Knockahollet, A42 The Sheddings, A57 Templepatrick, A37 Dunhill Road and 
B62 Ballybogey. Weather information is collected from these sites on a regular basis and 
includes: 
 
Road surface temperature 

Air temperature (at around 2 metres above road surface) 

Dew point (a measure of the humidity of the air) 

Surface state (dry, wet, etc.) 

 
Thermal mapping is used to determine the relative temperature differences along a stretch of 
road. For particular weather conditions a temperature trace is produced for each stretch of 
road indicating the magnitude of the temperature difference from the mean temperature. This 
helps to identify warm and cold spots. Environmental factors that affect road surface 
temperatures are height above sea level, amount of urbanisation, bridges, forestation, etc. 
 
Thus when a site specific forecast is received it can be combined with the temperature 
differences from the thermal map and a road surface temperature can be forecast for the 
full stretch of road. This is presented in the form of a colour coded digitised map on computer. 
 
In addition to the weather forecasts we use local knowledge and experience developed by staff 
to assist in the decision making process. In marginal conditions inspectors check local 
conditions on the ground at selected locations before a final decision is reached on the need to 
salt. 
 
Duty Controllers are appointed on a rota basis throughout the winter to act on behalf of the 
Division to receive forecasts, assess information and decide on the salting action to be taken. 
They have a direct computer link to the Meteorological Office and also to the road sensor sites 
to keep them as fully informed as possible on the prevailing weather conditions. The addition 
of thermal mapping aids the duty controller in the decision making process and enhances the 
level of service provided. 
 
Information on our salting activities continues to be relayed electronically to the broadcast media 
to ensure that the latest news on road conditions is available to motorists across Northern 
Ireland. Additional information, including our winter service leaflet, can be found on our website 
along with advice on driving in poor weather conditions:  Winter Service Information Leaflet  
 
A map of the DfI Roads salted network can also be viewed at:  DFI Salted Network Map 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/infrastructure/winter-service-leaflet-october2018.pdf
http://dfi-ni.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=316ccfc219544fe290570166c40753b2
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SECTION 3 
 

NETWORK DEVELOPMENT 

Sean Mullan 
Minor Improvements  
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine  
BT51 3HS 
Tel: 028 7034 1321  
E-mail: Sean.Mullan@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 
 
 
Noel Fenning 
Traffic Management 
County Hall 
182 Galgorm Road 
Ballymena 
BT42 1QG 
Tel: 028 2566 2517  
E-mail: Noel.Fenning@infrastrucutre-ni.gov.uk 
 
 
Seamus Quinn 
Street Lighting 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine  
BT51 3HS 
Tel: 028 7034 1392  
E-mail: Seamus.Quinn@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

Network Development Manager: Alan Keys 
 
 
 
  He is supported by:- 
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3.1 Minor Improvements 
 
 

Progress on Proposed Minor Improvement Schemes 
2019/20 

 
 
Network Development Section currently has a very limited budget to carry out Minor                 
Improvement schemes in 2019/20. However, subject to the availability of finance the following 
schemes will be considered for inclusion in the delivery programme.  
 
 
The following proposals are currently being developed: 
 
 
Airport Road, Antrim - footway. 
 
This scheme will provide a 2m wide footway link from the existing footway at the Filling Station/
Retail Complex on Airport Road to the existing footway on the exit road from the Airport drop off 
area. 
 
 
Jordanstown Road, Newtownabbey - footway. 
 
This scheme will provide a 2m wide footway from Glenkeen Avenue to the existing 2m footway 
east of Glenkeen Avenue. The proposal will improve safety for pedestrians by upgrading the ex-
isting narrow footway. 
 
 
Old Carrick Road, Newtownabbey - foot/cycleway. 
 
This scheme will provide a 3m wide footway/cycleway on Old Carrick Road between Doagh Road 
and Monkstown Road. 
 
 
Hydepark Road at Boghill Road, Mallusk 
 
A scheme to widen the Hydepark Road to the west of Boghill Road has been designed and nego-
tiations to purchase the necessary land are currently in progress.  The provision of this scheme 
will allow improvement to the bus services in the Blackrock and Mayfield areas, as well as im-
proving safety for motorists and pedestrians. 
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3.2 Traffic  
 
Progress on Proposed Traffic Schemes 2019/20 
 
 

Traffic Management Schemes. 
 
Shore Road/Doagh Road, Newtownabbey. Traffic Signal upgrade - Ã90,000. 
 
The upgrade of the traffic signals at the Shore Road/Doagh Road junction in Newtownabbey is 
now complete. The old installation was at the end of its serviceable life and required a complete 
upgrade. The opportunity was taken to install new LED lights and low energy equipment, as well 
as providing óPuffinô crossing control for pedestrians.  
 
The new traffic signal installation utilises a óPuffinô (pedestrian user friendly intelligent) crossing, 
which is the latest technology in traffic signal development. This type of crossing is distinct in that 
the lights controlling the pedestrians are on the same side of the road as the pedestrian user,  
rather than on the opposite side as in the older pelican crossing. 
 
The óPuffinô crossing control detects pedestrians as they cross the road and extends the            
pedestrian green time for slower pedestrians. There is also pedestrian detection at the kerb side 
to allow the óPuffinô  to cancel the crossing demand should the button be pushed and the             
pedestrians have moved away.  
 
This allows for a more efficient operation of the signals both in terms of pedestrian and vehicular 
flow. 
 
 
 

Traffic Calming. 
 
Castle Avenue, Randalstown. - Ã10,000. 
 
Plans are currently being developed to provide traffic calming measures on Castle Avenue in 
Randalstown. This scheme is intended to manage vehicle speed and driver behaviour through 
the estate, as well as deterring drivers ôRat Runningô between Castle Road and Barnish Road. 
 
 
 

Collision Remedial. 
 
Sevenmile Straight/Ballyutoag Road, Crumlin. - Ã7,000. 
 
Plans are currently being developed to provide high friction surfacing on the Sevenmile Straight 
at the junction with a traffic calming scheme on Aylesbury Park, Mallusk. This scheme is intended 
to prevent vehicles overshooting the junction. 
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Progress on Proposed Schemes  2019/2020 

Area Location Scheme Type 
No. of lights 
working 

Randalstown Ballygrooby Roundabout Upgrade 44 

Newtownabbey Corrs Corner Roundabout Upgrade 23 

Newtownabbey Shore Road LED Retrofit 17 

Newtownabbey Ballyhenry Road. LED Retrofit 48 

Newtownabbey Circular Road. LED Retrofit 38 

Newtownabbey Ravelston Area LED Retrofit 106 

Newtownabbey Prince Charles Way. LED Retrofit 134 

Newtownabbey Carn Way Upgrade 11 

Newtownabbey Antrim Road LED Retrofit 96 

Antrim Seven Mile Straight LED Retrofit 30 

Antrim Belfast Road LED Retrofit 36 

3.3 Street Lighting 
 
The total number of lights in the council area is now 24,185. 
 
At this time, the Departmentôs budget for the current year does not provide for a full street lighting 
repair service. Consequently, there has been no option other than to cut back on street lighting 
maintenance activities. Hazardous defects will be attended to and the Departmentsô internal 
workforce will be providing a restricted repair service for other street lighting defects.  
 
We would continue to encourage public representatives to let us know about any street lighting 
defects on line at http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/street-lighting-and-reporting-a-fault or by phoning 
03002007899. 
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Progress on Proposed Schemes 2019/2020 (cont.) 

Area Location Scheme type 
No. of lights 
working 

Newtownabbey Bleach Green Avenue LED Retrofit 54 

Newtownabbey Ballyclare Road LED Retrofit 64 

Newtownabbey Trench Road  Industrial Estate LED Retrofit 85 

Newtownabbey Carnmoney Road LED Retrofit Programmed 

Newtownabbey Ferndale LED Retrofit Programmed 

Newtownabbey Richmond LED Retrofit Programmed 

Crumlin  Crosshill Road LED Retrofit Programmed  
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Progress on Proposed Schemes 2019/2020 (cont.) 
 
Should further resources become available the following is a list of schemes proposed for 
Upgrading/New Provision. 

Area Location Scheme Type 

Antrim Fountain Hill. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Ballymena Road. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Castle Street. Upgrade 

Antrim Greystone Road. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Ballycraigy Road. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Orchard Way. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Station Road. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Paradise Walk. LED Retrofit 

Antrim Rathenraw Industrial Est. Upgrade 

Newtownabbey Lindsays Corner. LED Retrofit 

Ballyclare Five Corners. LED Retrofit 

Crumlin Glendarragh Park. Upgrade 
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SECTION 4 
 

NETWORK PLANNING 

 

& 

 

HIGHWAY STRUCTURES 

 

David McQuitty 
Development Control and Private Streets 
County Hall 
182 Galgorm Road 
Ballymena 
BT42 1QG 
E-mail: David,McQuitty@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raymond Scott 
Highway Structures 
County Hall 
Castlerock Road 
Coleraine  
BT51 3HS 
E-mail: Raymond.Scott@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 
 

Network Planning and Highway Structures Manager: Cathal Brown 
 
 
 
  He is supported by:-  


