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5 September 2022  

  
Mr Wilson, a chara, 

KNOCK IVEAGH WIND TURBINE 

I refer to your letter of 4 December 2020 to the then Infrastructure Minister, Nichola 
Mallon (and subsequent correspondence and engagement with Departmental officials) 
requesting that the Department for Infrastructure: 

(1) use its  powers of enforcement in respect of the apparent unauthorised 
development at the site, or should the use of enforcement powers not 
result in the removal of the turbine and associated works, use its powers 
of discontinuance, specifying steps for the removal of buildings and 
works on the site; and  

 

(2) agree to make an ex gratia payment in whole defraying any 
compensation liability on the part of the Council arising out of the 
making of a discontinuance or modification order and all associated 
costs.  

It is my clear view that Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council as the 
responsible local planning authority for the area is best placed to take any enforcement 
action relating to the wind turbine development at the Knock Iveagh site.  One of the 
key objectives of the two-tier planning system is that local Councils should be 
responsible for the majority of planning control decisions, including enforcement action, 
in their own areas. Such decisions should be taken by local elected representatives 
who are democratically accountable to the local community and who are well placed to 
make assessments about the competing public interests in that area. In the case of 
enforcement decisions, the Council also has the resources and local knowledge to be 
able to undertake enforcement investigations, as has occurred in this case. Therefore, 
for the reasons stated above my Department will not be taking any enforcement action 
relating to the wind turbine development at the Knock Iveagh site. 

I trust that your Council will now take its own decision in relation to this matter, and 
proceed accordingly. 
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Is mise le meas, 

 

 

 
JOHN O’DOWD MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
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