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Please see attached Letter  and Enclosure from Angus Kerr, Chief Planner & Director of Regional
Planning, DfI for your attention.
 
Kind regards
 
 

 - Personal Secretary for Angus Kerr, Chief Planner & Director of Regional Planning
| Department for Infrastructure |  

 

 
Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this e-mail?
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E-mail: planning@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 
Website: www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/planning  

Regional Planning Directorate 
 
 

 
 
Dear  
 
RE: LA02/2018/1145/F: REDEVELOPMENT OF THE EXISTING TERMINAL TO AN 
IMPORT, STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITY, INCORPORATING CLASS I 
PETROL, CLASS II (1) DUAL PURPOSE KEROSENE (DPK) AND CLASS III (1) 
GAS OIL & DIESEL. THE TERMINAL WILL ALSO INCORPORATE THE IMPORT, 
STORAGE AND BLENDING OF BIOFUELS (SUCH AS CLASS I ETHANOL AND 
UNCLASSIFIED (1) FAME), DYES AND ADDITIVES. THE DEMOLITION OF 
EXISTING BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND CHIMNEY STACK, THE TIERED 
LEVELLING OF EXISTING GROUND LEVELS, JETTY-HEAD MODIFICATIONS 
AND NEW ROAD-LOADING GANTRIES, VAPOUR RECOVERY UNIT (VRU) AND 
OPERATIONS BUILDING. SURFACE-WATER DRAINAGE WILL BE 
DISCHARGED VIA OIL INTERCEPTOR(S). THE NEW UPPER SITE WILL BE 
VEHICLE PARK AT CLOGHAN POINT OIL TERMINAL, QUAY LANE, 
WHITEHEAD 
 
I refer to your correspondence dated 4 February 2022 whereby you requested the 
Department to ‘call in’ planning application LA02/2018/1145/F from Mid and East 
Antrim Borough Council and I apologise for the delay in responding.  
 
It is important to note that whilst a decision to ‘call in’ an application is discretionary, 
in general, an application will only be called in by exception as the Department 
recognises the important role of councils in decision making on the future 
development of their areas. In this particular instance, the Department has 
considered your request but does not feel it appropriate to direct that the application 
be referred to it at this time.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Port Director 
Belfast Harbour 

 
(Executive Secretary) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8GB 
Tel: 0300 200 7830 

 
 Email:  

     
 
 
Your reference: LA02/2018/1145/F 
Our reference: DfIPG 047/22 
 
20 May 2022 

http://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/planning


The Department has, however, taken the decision to issue a direction specifically 
requiring that the council notify the Department where it reaches a recommendation 
in relation to the application. This will allow the Department a further opportunity to 
consider if the application merits referral to DfI and prohibits the council from issuing 
a decision before this consideration has taken place. A copy of the notification 
direction is attached for your information.  

 
Please note the notification direction does not commit the Department to 'calling in' 
application LA02/2018/1145/F, but it does reserve the right to intervene.   
 
I hope this is of assistance to you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
____________ 
ANGUS KERR 
Chief Planner 
& Director of Regional Planning 
 
 
Enc 
 
cc  Declan McGeown 
  Mark Stranaghan 



 

 
E-mail: planning@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 

Website: www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/planning 
  

Regional Planning Directorate 
 
 

Dear  
 
LA02/2018/1145/F: REDEVELOPMENT OF THE EXISTING TERMINAL TO AN 
IMPORT, STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITY, INCORPORATING CLASS I 
PETROL, CLASS II (1) DUAL PURPOSE KEROSENE (DPK) AND CLASS III (1) 
GAS OIL & DIESEL. THE TERMINAL WILL ALSO INCORPORATE THE IMPORT, 
STORAGE AND BLENDING OF BIOFUELS (SUCH AS CLASS I ETHANOL AND 
UNCLASSIFIED (1) FAME), DYES AND ADDITIVES. THE DEMOLITION OF 
EXISTING BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND CHIMNEY STACK, THE TIERED 
LEVELLING OF EXISTING GROUND LEVELS, JETTY-HEAD MODIFICATIONS 
AND NEW ROAD-LOADING GANTRIES, VAPOUR RECOVERY UNIT (VRU) AND 
OPERATIONS BUILDING. SURFACE-WATER DRAINAGE WILL BE 
DISCHARGED VIA OIL INTERCEPTOR(S). THE NEW UPPER SITE WILL BE A 
VEHICLE PARK AT CLOGHAN POINT OIL TERMINAL, QUAY LANE, 
WHITEHEAD 
 
With reference to the above planning application, I wish to draw your attention to the 
enclosed direction by the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) under the powers 
conferred on it by Articles 17 and 18 of The Planning (General Development 
Procedure) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
The direction has been made in order that the Department has an opportunity to 
assess, prior to a decision being issued on the application by your council, if it wishes 
to require that the application is referred to it for determination. 
 
Accordingly, it is the Department's view that it would be appropriate for Mid and East 
Antrim Borough Council to notify the Department when it reaches a recommendation 

 
 
 
 

 
Head of Planning & Building Control 
Mid and East Antrim Borough Council 
Silverwood Business Park 
190 Raceview Road 
BALLYMENA 
BT42 1HN 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8GB 
Tel: 0300 200 7830 

 
 Email:  
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in relation to the application by Cloghan Point Holdings Ltd for the redevelopment of 
the existing terminal to an import, storage and distribution facility, incorporating Class 
I Petrol, Class II (1) Dual Purpose Kerosene (DPK) and Class III (1) Gas Oil & Diesel. 
The terminal will also incorporate the import, storage and blending of Biofuels (such 
as Class I Ethanol and Unclassified (1) FAME), dyes and additives. The demolition of 
existing buildings, structures and chimney stack, the tiered levelling of existing ground 
levels, jetty-head modifications and new road-loading gantries, Vapour Recovery Unit 
(VRU) and operations building. Surface-water drainage will be discharged via oil 
interceptor(s). The new upper site will be vehicle park. Cloghan Point Oil Terminal, 
Quay Lane, Whitehead. 

 
Please note the direction does not commit Dfl to 'calling in' any such application, but it 
does reserve the right to intervene. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
____________ 
ANGUS KERR 
Chief Planner 
& Director of Regional Planning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE PLANNING (NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATIONS) (MID AND EAST 
ANTRIM BOROUGH COUNCIL) (LA02/2018/1145/F REDEVELOPMENT 
OF THE EXISTING TERMINAL TO AN IMPORT, STORAGE AND 
DISTRIBUTION FACILITY, INCORPORATING CLASS I PETROL, CLASS 
II (1) DUAL PURPOSE KEROSENE (DPK) AND CLASS III (1) GAS OIL & 
DIESEL. THE TERMINAL WILL ALSO INCORPORATE THE IMPORT, 
STORAGE AND BLENDING OF BIOFUELS (SUCH AS CLASS I 
ETHANOL AND UNCLASSIFIED (1) FAME), DYES AND ADDITIVES. THE 
DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND CHIMNEY 
STACK, THE TIERED LEVELLING OF EXISTING GROUND LEVELS, 
JETTY-HEAD MODIFICATIONS AND NEW ROAD-LOADING GANTRIES, 
VAPOUR RECOVERY UNIT (VRU) AND OPERATIONS BUILDING. 
SURFACE-WATER DRAINAGE WILL BE DISCHARGED VIA OIL 
INTERCEPTOR(S). THE NEW UPPER SITE WILL BE VEHICLE PARK. 
CLOGHAN POINT OIL TERMINAL, QUAY LANE, WHITEHEAD) 
DIRECTION 2022 
 
The Department for Infrastructure makes the following Direction, in 

exercise of powers conferred on it by Articles 17 and 18 of the Planning 

(General Development Procedure) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015. 

 
1.0 Commencement 
 
 

This direction comes into operation on 19 May 2022. 
 
 
2.0 Interpretation 
 

In this Direction: 
 
 

"the 2011 Act" means the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011; 
 
 

"assessments" means any Flood Risk assessments, Environmental 

Impact assessments, Transport assessments or any other 

assessments that may be submitted with the application; 

 
"council" mean s Mid and East Antrim Borough Council; 

 
 

"the Department" means the Department for Infrastructure; 
"pre-application material" means any material submitted with the 



planning application as prescribed by section 27 of the 2011 Act 

and regulations 4 and 5 of the Development Management 

Regulations; 

 

"requisite notice" means notice in the appropriate form set out in 

Schedule 1 to the GDPO or in a form substantially to the same effect; 

 

3.0 Information to the Department 

 

3.1 In the event that the Council’s Planning Committee reach a 

recommendation on this application by Cloghan Point Holdings Ltd for 

the redevelopment of the existing terminal to an import, storage 

and distribution facility, incorporating Class I Petrol, Class II (1) 

Dual Purpose Kerosene (DPK) and Class III (1) Gas Oil & Diesel. 

The terminal will also incorporate the import, storage and 

blending of Biofuels (such as Class I Ethanol and Unclassified 

(1) FAME), dyes and additives. The demolition of existing 

buildings, structures and chimney stack, the tiered levelling of 

existing ground levels, jetty-head modifications and new road-

loading gantries, Vapour Recovery Unit (VRU) and operations 

building. Surface-water drainage will be discharged via oil 
interceptor(s). The new upper site will be vehicle park at Cloghan 
Point Oil Terminal, Quay Lane, Whitehead, it shall, under the terms 

of Article 18 of The Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 

(Northern Ireland) 2015, provide the Department with the following 

information: 

 

(a) a copy of the application (including copies of any accompanying 

plans, drawings, statements, assessments, pre-application 

material and any other supporting information); 

(b) a copy of the requisite notice; 

(c) a copy of any representations made to the council in respect of the 



application; 

(d) a copy of any report on the application prepared by the council; 

 

(e) a copy of a statement, where applicable, setting out the councils 

reasons for proposing to grant planning permission, in cases 

where-  

i. the application would significantly prejudice the 

implementation of the local development plan's 

objectives and policies; 

ii. the application would not be in accordance with any 

appropriate marine plan adopted under the Marine Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2013; and /or  

iii. a significant objection has been received by a statutory 

consultee or Government Department. 

 

3.2 Where the council holds the information set out in paragraph 3.1 

(a) to (d), it may comply with some or all of the requirements to 

provide this information to the Department by means of an e-mail 

to the Department containing a link, or a series of links, to the 

relevant pages on the council's website. 

 

4.0 Restriction on the Determination of Planning Permission 
 
 
4.1 The Council must not determine the development referred to in 

paragraph 3.1 before the Department has notified the council that it 

does not intend to issue a direction under section 29(1) of the 2011 

Act, in respect of that application. 

  

ANGUS KERR 
A senior officer of the Department for Infrastructure 



From: DfI Planning Service HQ
To:
Subject: FW: Correspondence
Date: 20 July 2022 08:46:00
Attachments: 190722 - Angus Kerr DFI - Cloghan Point.pdf
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Importance: High

 
I acknowledge receipt of the attached letter to Angus Kerr, a response will issue in due course
 
Thank you

Business Support
 
 

From:  
Sent: 19 July 2022 15:31
To: Kerr, Angus 
Subject: Correspondence
Importance: High
 
 
Good Afternoon Mr Kerr
 
Please see attached correspondence from .  I would be grateful if you could
confirm receipt asap.
 
Kind Regards
 

 

 

 

 
Harbour Office Corporation Square
Belfast
Northern Ireland
BT1 3AL
 
+44 (0)28 9055 4422
www.belfast-harbour.co.uk
 

mailto:Planning@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
http://www.belfast-harbour.co.uk/



 


 


19th July 2022 
 
Mr Angus Kerr 
Chief Planner & Director of Regional Planning 
Regional Planning Directorate 
By email to: angus.kerr@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  


 
 
  
 
 


 


Dear Mr Kerr 
 
Re:   LA02/2018/1145/F: Redevelopment of the existing terminal to an import, storage 
and distribution facility, incorporating Class I Petrol, Class II (1) Dual purpose kerosene 
(DPK) and Class III (1) Gas oil & diesel.  The terminal will also incorporate the import, 
storage and blending of biofuels (such as Class I ethanol and unclassified (1) fame), dyes 
and additives.  The demolition of existing buildings, structures and chimney stack, the 


tiered levelling of existing grounds levels, jetty-head modifications and new road-loading 
gantries, vapour recovery unit (VRU) and operations building. Surface-water drainage will 
be discharged via oil inceptor(s).  The new upper site will be vehicle park at Cloghan Point 
Oil Terminal, Quay Lane, Whitehead. 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 20th May 2022, the contents of which I have noted.   
 


The decision of the Department for Infrastructure (“the Department”) to issue a direction to Mid & 
East Antrim Borough Council requiring it to notify the Department when it reaches a recommendation 
in relation to the above application (“the Application”) is specifically noted.  However, it is respectfully 
submitted that a decision to ‘call-in’ the Application should be taken at this stage for the following 
reasons: 
 


1. It is noted that the Department is entirely unrestricted in terms of when it can ‘call-in’ an 
application – it can ‘call-in’ any application at any time; 
 


2. The nature, scale and issues of public safety / importance arising from the application are readily 
apparent now and these will not change with the passage of time; 


 


3. The Department’s own Practice Note (Development Management Practice Note 13 – Notification 
and Call-In of Applications) itself states at paragraph 3.2 that: 


 


“There may be circumstances where the proposed development raises issues of such importance 
that they could be considered to have a significant regional impact, regardless of falling below the 


threshold for regionally significant development, or it may be considered the Department is a 
more appropriate authority to determine the application.” 
The application self-evidently raises issues of such importance that they will have a significant 
regional impact and the Department is clearly the most appropriate authority to determine same; 


 
4. In light of the foregoing, if the Application is ultimately to be ‘called-in’ and / or made the subject 


of a public inquiry, it is surely in the interest of all parties – including the applicant for planning 
permission – for the Application to be ‘called-in’ as soon as possible.   


 
Furthermore, it is clear from recent discussions between the Maritime & Coastguard Agency and our 
Designated Person (under the Port Marine Safety Code), and indeed the applicant’s own submission, 
that the proposed development will require Cloghan to be established as a Statutory Harbour 
Authority (and potentially Competent Harbour Authority).  Given the Department’s role in progressing 


the legislation necessary to attain such harbour authority status, this further strengthens the case for 
the Application to be called-in and considered by the same body - both in the context of the 
Department’s terrestrial planning role and the de facto reality that any decision to approve the 
Application will result in a requirement to create another port authority in Belfast Lough of significant 
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scale and with substantial safety considerations given the nature of the commodity which it is 
proposed to store at the facility. 
 
I would be grateful if you would take into account the above points and give further consideration to 
the request for the Application to be ‘called-in’ at this time.    
 


Yours sincerely 
 


 
 
Michael Robinson 
Port Director 


 


 
 






D B Belfast T
BB Harbour





 
 
 
 
 

Any personal details that you provide to Belfast Harbour will be handled in accordance
with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018. We
will only use your data for the purposes that you have provided it for and it will only be
shared where necessary to provide the agreed service. For further information please see:
https://www.belfast-harbour.co.uk/corporate/privacy-policy 
Belfast Harbour Commissioners has taken reasonable precautions to minimise the risk of
any attachments to this e-mail containing computer viruses, we cannot accept liability for
any damage which you sustain as a result of any such viruses. You should carry out your
own virus checks before you open this document. 
This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be protected by legal privilege.
If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
use of this e-mail or any attachment is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your
system.

https://www.belfast-harbour.co.uk/corporate/privacy-policy


 

 

19th July 2022 
 
Mr Angus Kerr 
Chief Planner & Director of Regional Planning 
Regional Planning Directorate 
By email to:   

 
 
  
 
 

 

Dear Mr Kerr 
 
Re:   LA02/2018/1145/F: Redevelopment of the existing terminal to an import, storage 
and distribution facility, incorporating Class I Petrol, Class II (1) Dual purpose kerosene 
(DPK) and Class III (1) Gas oil & diesel.  The terminal will also incorporate the import, 
storage and blending of biofuels (such as Class I ethanol and unclassified (1) fame), dyes 
and additives.  The demolition of existing buildings, structures and chimney stack, the 

tiered levelling of existing grounds levels, jetty-head modifications and new road-loading 
gantries, vapour recovery unit (VRU) and operations building. Surface-water drainage will 
be discharged via oil inceptor(s).  The new upper site will be vehicle park at Cloghan Point 
Oil Terminal, Quay Lane, Whitehead. 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 20th May 2022, the contents of which I have noted.   
 

The decision of the Department for Infrastructure (“the Department”) to issue a direction to Mid & 
East Antrim Borough Council requiring it to notify the Department when it reaches a recommendation 
in relation to the above application (“the Application”) is specifically noted.  However, it is respectfully 
submitted that a decision to ‘call-in’ the Application should be taken at this stage for the following 
reasons: 
 

1. It is noted that the Department is entirely unrestricted in terms of when it can ‘call-in’ an 
application – it can ‘call-in’ any application at any time; 
 

2. The nature, scale and issues of public safety / importance arising from the application are readily 
apparent now and these will not change with the passage of time; 

 

3. The Department’s own Practice Note (Development Management Practice Note 13 – Notification 
and Call-In of Applications) itself states at paragraph 3.2 that: 

 

“There may be circumstances where the proposed development raises issues of such importance 
that they could be considered to have a significant regional impact, regardless of falling below the 

threshold for regionally significant development, or it may be considered the Department is a 
more appropriate authority to determine the application.” 
The application self-evidently raises issues of such importance that they will have a significant 
regional impact and the Department is clearly the most appropriate authority to determine same; 

 
4. In light of the foregoing, if the Application is ultimately to be ‘called-in’ and / or made the subject 

of a public inquiry, it is surely in the interest of all parties – including the applicant for planning 
permission – for the Application to be ‘called-in’ as soon as possible.   

 
Furthermore, it is clear from recent discussions between the Maritime & Coastguard Agency and our 
Designated Person (under the Port Marine Safety Code), and indeed the applicant’s own submission, 
that the proposed development will require Cloghan to be established as a Statutory Harbour 
Authority (and potentially Competent Harbour Authority).  Given the Department’s role in progressing 

the legislation necessary to attain such harbour authority status, this further strengthens the case for 
the Application to be called-in and considered by the same body - both in the context of the 
Department’s terrestrial planning role and the de facto reality that any decision to approve the 
Application will result in a requirement to create another port authority in Belfast Lough of significant 



 

 

scale and with substantial safety considerations given the nature of the commodity which it is 
proposed to store at the facility. 
 
I would be grateful if you would take into account the above points and give further consideration to 
the request for the Application to be ‘called-in’ at this time.    
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Port Director 

 

 
 



From:  on behalf of Kerr, Angus
To:
Subject: DFIPG 233/22: LA02/2018/1145/F Cloghan Point
Date: 11 August 2022 16:45:19
Attachments: DFIPG 233 22 Letter to  (Belfast Harbour) re LA02 2018 1145 F Cloghan Point - 11.08.22.pdf
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Please see attached letter from Angus Kerr, Chief Planner & Director of Regional Planning, DfI for
your attention.
 
Kind regards
 
 

 - Personal Secretary for Angus Kerr, Chief Planner & Director of Regional Planning
| Department for Infrastructure |  

 

 
Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this e-mail?
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E-mail: planning@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 
Website: www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/planning  

Regional Planning Directorate 
  
  

 
 
Dear  
 
RE: LA02/2018/1145/F: REDEVELOPMENT OF THE EXISTING TERMINAL TO AN 
IMPORT, STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITY, INCORPORATING CLASS I 
PETROL, CLASS II (1) DUAL PURPOSE KEROSENE (DPK) AND CLASS III (1) 
GAS OIL & DIESEL. THE TERMINAL WILL ALSO INCORPORATE THE IMPORT, 
STORAGE AND BLENDING OF BIOFUELS (SUCH AS CLASS I ETHANOL AND 
UNCLASSIFIED (1) FAME), DYES AND ADDITIVES. THE DEMOLITION OF 
EXISTING BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND CHIMNEY STACK, THE TIERED 
LEVELLING OF EXISTING GROUND LEVELS, JETTY-HEAD MODIFICATIONS 
AND NEW ROAD-LOADING GANTRIES, VAPOUR RECOVERY UNIT (VRU) AND 
OPERATIONS BUILDING. SURFACE-WATER DRAINAGE WILL BE 
DISCHARGED VIA OIL INTERCEPTOR(S). THE NEW UPPER SITE WILL BE 
VEHICLE PARK AT CLOGHAN POINT OIL TERMINAL, QUAY LANE, 
WHITEHEAD 
 
I refer to your correspondence of 19 July 2022, in response to the Department’s reply 
of 20 May 2022, regarding the above application.  
 
I note the reasons you consider the Department should immediately ‘call-in’ 
application LA02/2018/1145/F from Mid and East Antrim Borough Council. I would 
like to reiterate, however, my previous response to you which advised that the 
Department does not consider it appropriate to direct the application be referred to it 
at this time. 
 
You will also be aware that the Department has previously issued a direction 
specifically requiring that the council notify the Department when it reaches a 

 
 

 
Port Director 
Belfast Harbour 

 
(Executive Secretary) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8GB 
Tel: 0300 200 7830 

 
 Email:  

     
 
 
Your reference: LA02/2018/1145/F 
Our reference: DfIPG 233/22 
 
11 August 2022 

http://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/planning


recommendation in relation to this application. This will allow the Department an 
opportunity to consider if the application raises issues of such importance that their 
impact extends to a sub-regional or regional level and if the circumstances of this 
case are exceptional such as to render use of the power to call in appropriate. 

 
You have also suggested in your correspondence the Department would be better 
placed to consider the application on the grounds that an approval may result in a 
requirement for the establishment of Cloghan as a Statutory Harbour Authority. I 
would advise, however, that whilst the Department has many roles this would be 
separate from its planning function and is not therefore a reason for the ‘call in’ of this 
application. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, I would advise that if you have any concerns in relation to 
the processing of the application to date that you raise these directly with the council, 
as local planning authority for the area, as soon as possible in order that they can be 
fully addressed.  

 
I hope this information is of assistance to you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
____________ 
ANGUS KERR 
Chief Planner 
& Director of Regional Planning 
 
 

 



From: Lyons, Gordon
To: DfI Private Office
Subject: Planning application
Date: 23 September 2022 15:41:10

Caution – This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender’s name and email address.
Treat all attachments and links with caution.
FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the email please
forward to spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.
 
 
Ref GL/JP/22/2092
 
 
Dear Minister
 
I am writing in regards to the Planning Application for the proposed oil terminal at Cloghan
Point.  It is my understanding that the Department for Infrastructure issued a direction to

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council on the 19th May 2022 under Article 17 and 18 of the
Planning General Development Procedure Order NI 2015. 
 
It is my understanding that this requires the Council to notify the Department when it
reaches a recommendation on the application and allows the Department to consider the
application and decide whether to call the application in prior to the Council making a final
decision.
 
I would appreciate it if you could let me know if this is the case and why the Department
for Infrastructure decided to issue this direction.
 
Thank you for your attention to this, I look forward to hearing from you.
 
 
Gordon Lyons MLA
Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly for East Antrim
 
DUP Constituency Office
116 Main Street
Larne
BT40 1RG
 
Tel : 02828267722
Email : gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk
 
I will treat as confidential all personal information you give me or my staff.  I may need to pass on this information to others so

they can help you.  I undertake to handle the information you give me in line with the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) 2018.  The information you provide will be retained for a reasonable period to allow us to process your enquiry

mailto:gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
mailto:spam@finance-ni.gov.uk
mailto:gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk


satisfactorily.  If you are unsatisfied with how your information has been processed, you have the right to complain formally to
the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).

 
 



From: DfI Private Office
To: "Lyons, Gordon"
Subject: RE: COR-2395-2022 reply re Planning application
Date: 06 October 2022 16:12:00
Attachments: COR-2395-2022 - FR.PDF

Good afternoon,
 
Please see attached for a response to your email.
 
Kind Regards
 

 
 

From: Lyons, Gordon [mailto:gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk] 
Sent: 23 September 2022 15:41
To: DfI Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: Planning application
 
Caution – This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender’s name and email address.
Treat all attachments and links with caution.
FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the email please forward
to spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.
 
 
Ref GL/JP/22/2092
 
 
Dear Minister
 
I am writing in regards to the Planning Application for the proposed oil terminal at Cloghan
Point.  It is my understanding that the Department for Infrastructure issued a direction to Mid &

East Antrim Borough Council on the 19th May 2022 under Article 17 and 18 of the Planning
General Development Procedure Order NI 2015. 
 
It is my understanding that this requires the Council to notify the Department when it reaches a
recommendation on the application and allows the Department to consider the application and
decide whether to call the application in prior to the Council making a final decision.
 
I would appreciate it if you could let me know if this is the case and why the Department for
Infrastructure decided to issue this direction.
 
Thank you for your attention to this, I look forward to hearing from you.
 
 
Gordon Lyons MLA
Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly for East Antrim

mailto:Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
mailto:gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk
mailto:spam@finance-ni.gov.uk



 


From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 


John O’Dowd MLA 


 


 


Gordon Lyons MLA  
DUP Constituency Office 
116 Main Street 
Larne 
BT40 1RG 
 
gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk 
 


 
 
Room 708 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8GB 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  


  
 
Your reference: GL/JP/22/2092 
Our reference: COR/2395/2022 
                           07 October 2022 


  


 


Gordon, a chara, 


PLANNING APPLICATION- LA02/2018/1145/F- CLOGHAN POINT, 
WHITEHEAD 


Thank you for your correspondence of 23 September 2022, in relation to the 
above planning application currently being processed by Mid and East Antrim 
Borough Council (MEABC).  


I can confirm that Departmental officials did issue a Notification Direction to 
MEABC on 19 May 2022 which requires the council to notify my Department 
once it has made a recommendation on the application but prior to the issuing of 
a decision. My Department took this approach in order to allow it to assess, at 
this fundamental point in the process, whether or not the application raises issues 
of such importance that their impact is considered to extend to a sub-regional or 
regional level and if the circumstances of this case are exceptional such as to 
render it appropriate for my Department to ‘call in’ the application. 


I hope this information is of assistance to you.  


Is mise le meas, 


 
 
 


 
JOHN O’DOWD MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
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DUP Constituency Office
116 Main Street
Larne
BT40 1RG
 
Tel : 02828267722
Email : gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk
 

I will treat as confidential all personal information you give me or my staff.  I may need to
pass on this information to others so they can help you.  I undertake to handle the

information you give me in line with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018. 
The information you provide will be retained for a reasonable period to allow us to process

your enquiry satisfactorily.  If you are unsatisfied with how your information has been
processed, you have the right to complain formally to the Information Commissioner’s Office

(ICO).
 
 

mailto:gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk


 

From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure 

John O’Dowd MLA 

 

 

Gordon Lyons MLA  
DUP Constituency Office 
116 Main Street 
Larne 
BT40 1RG 
 
gordon.lyons@mla.niassembly.gov.uk 
 

 
 
Room 708 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8GB 
Telephone: (028) 9054 0540 
Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

  
 
Your reference: GL/JP/22/2092 
Our reference: COR/2395/2022 
                           07 October 2022 

  

 

Gordon, a chara, 

PLANNING APPLICATION- LA02/2018/1145/F- CLOGHAN POINT, 
WHITEHEAD 

Thank you for your correspondence of 23 September 2022, in relation to the 
above planning application currently being processed by Mid and East Antrim 
Borough Council (MEABC).  

I can confirm that Departmental officials did issue a Notification Direction to 
MEABC on 19 May 2022 which requires the council to notify my Department 
once it has made a recommendation on the application but prior to the issuing of 
a decision. My Department took this approach in order to allow it to assess, at 
this fundamental point in the process, whether or not the application raises issues 
of such importance that their impact is considered to extend to a sub-regional or 
regional level and if the circumstances of this case are exceptional such as to 
render it appropriate for my Department to ‘call in’ the application. 

I hope this information is of assistance to you.  

Is mise le meas, 

JOHN O’DOWD MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure 
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