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BACKGROUND 

 
1.  West Belfast, has asked why The Gathering (an environmental lobby) 

is not included in your Department’s Planning Improvement Workshop, which is considering 

the recommendations of the Public Accounts Committee’s (PAC) report into Planning in 
Northern Ireland. 

2. Officials have been considering the response to the PAC’s report and have held 2 

workshops to address a number of recommendations which have come not just from the 

PAC report but also the previous NIAO report, the review of the implementation of the 
Planning Act, the Planning Forum and the Planning Engagement Partnership.   

3. The first workshop (held 29 April) was with representatives from central and local 

government.  The second workshop (held 6 June) included external representatives from 

industry, the environment, the community and local government.  The numbers for this 

workshop were relatively small (16) as the intention was to obtain a more focused view of 

the prioritised list of recommendations that had been formulated at the first workshop and 
to discuss a vision for the planning service over the next few years. 

4. As there were already representatives from both the environment and the community 

invited to the second workshop, it would not have been possible to invite any further 

attendees. 

 

5. The development of the Planning Improvement work programme is in its early stages and 

there will be opportunity to engage with other key stakeholders going forward. Officials 
would be happy to engage directly with the Gathering given their involvement in the PAC 

process and their keen desire to engage. 
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