
EIR Request (received 08 April 2021) - Reference: DFI/2021-0130 

Can I request some information in relation to the budgets allocated by the Minister for Rural 

Roads Maintenance for THIS financial year compared to the overall budget available? 

May I also request, if known, the total spend required to bring roads up to standard in the 

Fermanagh and Omagh Council District Council area? 

Can you also confirm if the Minister made a bid under the January Monitoring Round just 

past to address the issue of rural roads maintenance? 

 

 

Response (issued 10 May 2021) 

Thank you for your email dated 8 April 2021 to the Department and subsequent clarification 

received on 12 April 2021, under the Freedom of Information Act (FOI), information held by 

this office to include: budgets allocated for Rural Roads Maintenance for 2020-21 and 2021-

22 including any bids made in January Monitoring to address the rural roads maintenance 

and total spend required to bring roads up to standard in the Fermanagh and Omagh District 

Council area. Your request has been passed to me to respond. 

In considering your request on behalf of the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) I have 

determined that the information requested falls under the aegis of the Environmental 

Information Regulations 2004, as opposed to the FOI Act 2000. 

A guide explaining the Environmental Information Regulations can be found at: 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-environmental-information-regulations/what-

are-the-eir/.   

Recognising that there has been historical under-investment in our road network for a 

significant number of years and that many rural roads are in need of repairs, the Minister 

allocated £12 million to a Roads Recovery Fund in 2020-21 of which £10 million was 

specifically allocated to repair defects on rural roads.  Looking forward and building upon this 

work, the Minister has committed to establishing another Roads Recovery Fund in 2021-22. 

The rural road network also attracts other resource and capital budget funding which is not 

categorised separately and as such the precise investment in rural roads cannot be 

identified. 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-environmental-information-regulations/what-are-the-eir/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-environmental-information-regulations/what-are-the-eir/


78% of the road network is rural and therefore, a significant proportion of the annual 

Structural Maintenance expenditure is spent on rural roads, including the specific allocation 

from the rural roads fund 

It has been independently established (Barton 2018) that some £143m at 2018 prices is 

needed to maintain the structural integrity of Northern Ireland’s road network.  However, for 

many years, available funding has fallen well below the level required. 

During the 2020-21 financial year, the Department bid for and received additional capital 

funding for Structural Maintenance as follows:  

Monitoring 
Round Bid Description Bid £m Allocation 

Received £m 

June Road Maintenance and 
Street Lighting repairs 11 0 

October 
Structural Maintenance 4.5  

Minor Works 1 2 
Street Lighting 1 

 

From the partially successful bid of £2.0m received in October monitoring, £1.1m was 

allocated as a priority to Structural Maintenance with the remainder directed to Street 

Lighting repairs and Minor Works.  

In January monitoring, internal reallocations of £4.5m of capital funding to Structural 

Maintenance were made to utilise the available capacity to deliver additional work on the 

road network over the remainder of the current financial year. 

Expenditure1 for total Capital Structural Maintenance in 2020-21 is currently £82m of which 

£28m was spent in the Western Division. Fermanagh and Omagh along with Mid Ulster and 

Derry City and Strabane areas are contained within the Roads Western Division. 

Capital Structural Maintenance activities include Resurfacing, Surface Dressing, Structural 

Drainage, and Structural Stability. 

Our divisional teams are currently developing and establishing programmes. In line with our 

commitment to Councils, details of the road maintenance programmes will be presented by 

Divisional Roads Managers to the various District Councils at their Spring meetings over the 

coming months. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Draft, subject to audit.  



Copyright notice 

The supply of information under the Freedom of Information Act or the Environmental 

Information Regulations does not give the recipient or organisation that receives it the 

automatic right to reuse it in any way that would infringe copyright.  Information supplied 

continues to be protected by copyright.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, 

including for private study and non-commercial research, and for any other purpose 

authorised by an exception in current copyright law.  Documents (except photographs) can 

also be used in the UK without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting.  Any 

other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the 

copyright holder. 

Most documents provided by a government department or agency will be protected by 

Crown Copyright.  Most Crown Copyright information can be re-used under the Open 

Government Licence.  For information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright 

information, please see The National Archives website. 

Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party.  For information about obtaining 

permission from a third party please see the Intellectual Property Office’s website.  

 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-framework.htm
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/

