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MINUTES OF THE 162"° MEETING OF &/
THE DRAINAGE COUNCIL FOR NORTHERN IRELAND
HELD AT 10.00AM THURSDAY MARCH 19 KELLY’S INN OMAGH

Present In Attendance
Dr. H Johnston (Chairman) Mr S Donnelly (Secretary)
Councilior W king {Vice Chair) Mrs C McCallum
Councillor B Swift Mr P Aldridge

Mr B Kerr Mr D Porter

Dr B Lafferty Mrs B Savage

Councillor O Mercer Mr B Taggart

Councillor w Robinson
Councillor R Beggs
Councillor R Thompson
Mr A Wilson

Councillor A Rainey

Apologies:

Councillor S Clarke
Councillor C Mc Greevy

Introduction
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

Apologies

The Chairman advised that apologies had been received from Councillor S Clarke and

Councilior C McGreevy.

MINUTES OF 1615 MEETING

The minutes of the 161% meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman who

congratulated the secretary on the accuracy of the minutes.

MATTERS ARISING

There were two issues to be dealt with under Matters Arising. For the first point, Pat
Aldridge advised that he would deal with the issue of estimate versus actual costs for
projects when he gave his presentation later in the moming. David Porter confirmed that a
formal offer to provide a Presentation on Flood Maps of Northern Ireland had been
made to councils. Pat added that Rivers Agency staff were continuing to provide capacity



building /PPS 15 training sessions to council staff. Councillors were concerned that not
enough information on the topic was in the public domain. Pat informed them that the
capacity building sessions were available to all council staff and David confirmed that
detailed Flood Maps are available on the Planning NI website.

RECONSTITUTION OF DRAINGE COUNCIL

Shaun Donnelly confirmed that the current term of Drainage Council ends on 31 March
this year and the process for appointing the next Council has started.

Shaun explained that with the introduction of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 in April
this year, the Department will make an amendment to the Drainage Order to allow for 19
members, 11 of whom will be district councillors, in order to facilitate representation from
each of the new district councils.

The Drainage Order allows for the reappointment of those members, subject to satisfying
certain criteria, who have served only one term on the Drainage Council. Potentially there
are 7 members of the outgoing Council eligible for reappointment. This number includes 4
District councillors and the representatives for Fishery, Agriculture and Tourism.

Subject to the number of successful reappointments, at least 7 (to allow for representation
from all 11 councils) new district councillor appointments will be necessary for the new
Drainage Council together with new appointments to represent Conservation, Industry and
Drainage interests. The ex officic members are appointed by the DARD and DOE
Ministers.

The Conservation, Industry and Drainage positions will be advertised in local papers week
commencing 23 March with a closing date for applications of 24 April. Local District
Councils will be asked to submit their nominations by April 24 as welk.

It is anticipated that the interviews for the selection process will be held during May. When
a list of the names of suitable candidates has been compiled, the Minister will be asked to
endorse their appointment to the next Drainage Council.

Councillors Mercer and King together with Alderman Beggs stated that they would not be
eligible for reappointment to the next Drainage Council. Shaun thanked the Chair and
members of the council for their work and support over the past 4 years. He informed the
Council that Catherine McCallum would be leaving her post as Chief Executive of the
Rivers Agency to take up a new post in DARD. Catherine thanked the DC members for
their support during the term. Councillor Swift wished Catherine success in her new role.

Councillor Allan Rainey asked if it would be considered a conflict of interest if a member of
the Drainage Council was also to serve on his/her councils planning committee. Pat

Aldridge responded by stating that the information was already in the public domain
therefore conflict would not be an issue.

FLLOOD REPORTS

David Porter provided a verbal update on Flood Reports highlighting the fact we had a
quiet winter in respect of flooding instances. The November 2014 flooding in Newry, when
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Bridge Street in the city flooded twice in one day, was a high profile exception. The
flooding was caused by river overflow, due to high tide, and excess surface water caused
by prolonged heavy rain. With regard to Camlough Lake/reservoir, David explained that
the water flowing over the embankment will erode the structure itself and the main risk
would be that the embankment would then collapse and release a wall of water which
would have devastating effects on the village of Camlough which is below the
lake/reservoir. David explained that Rivers Agency is in the process of bringing a
Reservoir Bill forward which will allow for the regulation of all reservoirs. David paid tribute
to the swift actions of both Newry & Mourne District Council and NI Water who were very
proactive in the management of the situation at the time.

There was some discussion around the general understanding of what Flood Risk
Management means. David explained that there isn't always an engineering solution to a
flood risk, sometimes the risk has to be managed. Some areas are natural fiood plains and
the new district councils should be made aware of these and prohibit development on
them.

Andrew Wilson asked if Camlough reservoir was inspected. David explained that there is
no legal requirement, at present, to inspect reservoirs in Northem Ireland however he
explained that Rivers Agency is in the process of bringing forward legislation which will
allow for the inspection of all reservoirs.

DESIGNATION OF WATERCOURSES

U3702C — Whitehouse Drain, to the rear of the Working Men’s Club, Shore Road
Belfast

David Porter recommended acceptance in accordance with the paper in the booklet.
Councillor Roy Thompson asked how much a grille cost. David informed him that the cost
was between £5k and 10K. On the proposal of Alderman Beggs, seconded by Councillor
Thompson, the council agreed to the designation of the Whitehouse Drain.

U3BEL9A- Knocknagoney Stream, Old Holywood Road, Knocknagoney, Belfast
David Porter recommended acceptance in accordance with the paper in the booklet. On
the proposal of Alderman Beggs, seconded by Councillor Mercer, the council agreed to
designate the additional part watercourse at Old Holywood Road Belfast.

U3702- Glas-na-Braden, Hightown Gardens, Glengormley, Newtownabbey

David Porter recommended acceptance in accordance with the paper in the booklet. On

the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Swift, the council agreed to
designate the watercourse.

AMENDMENT TO SCHEME
David Porter recommended accepting the amendment to the Clogfin River flood

Alleviation Scheme Beragh. It is proposed to make a change to the length, line and type
of flood wall to protect the premises of the Red Knights Gaelic Athletic Club. On the
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proposal of Councillor Rainey, seconded by Councillor Swift, the council endorsed the
amendment to the scheme.

DESIGNATION OF WATERCOURSES AND SCHEMES RECOMMENDED FOR
ACCEPTANCE

U209 Stonyhill Drain

David Porter recommended the designation of Stonyhill Drain Carnlough in accordance
with the booklet. The urban section of the watercourse within the village of Carnlough has
been subject to flooding due to services intrusion in culverts, inadequate hydraulics and
poor maintenance. The scheme is necessary to provide flood protection to existing
properties, public roads and playing fields.

On the proposal of Councillor Beggs, seconded by Councillor King, the council agreed to
designate the water course and approve the scheme.

U2911- Carnlough River

David Porter recommended the designation of 116m of the Camlough River and
acceptance of the scheme proposed in accordance with the booklet. The scheme is
necessary as a number of properties within the village have been subject to flooding due
to inadequate flood defences. On the proposal of Alderman Beggs, seconded by Dr
Lafferty, the council agreed to designate the length of watercourse and approve the
scheme.

U3BEL3BEXT - Stream in Cave Hill area of North Belfast

David Porter recommended the designation of 280m of the Brianville Stream in
accordance with the booklet. Concerns had been raised about this watercourse by a
resident who highlighted an ongoing issue regarding water upwelling and flowing through
their garden. Surveys undertaken by Rivers Agency highlighted that the undesignated
section of the culverted watercourse was in very poor structural condition and sections
were at risk of collapse. On the proposal of Alderman Beggs and seconded by Dr Lafferty,
the council agreed to designate the length of watercourse and approve the scheme.

U4G402 - Tirnascobe Drain

Designation of this scheme was recommended by David Porter and relates to 32 metres
of hydraulically inadequate culvert which conveys the Timascobe Drain under access to
several dwellings and the A3 Portadown Road. The existing culverted section of the
watercourse contributes to regular flooding problems in the area. On the proposal of Clir.
Mercer and seconded by Clir. Robinson the council agreed to designate the section of the
watercourse and approve the scheme.

Minor Works

Pat Aldridge addressed this item in accordance with the paper in the booklet. On the
proposal of Cllr. Swift and seconded by Andrew Wilson the council approved the
programme of minor works.

Correspondence



The secretary presented the correspondence to the council. Letters received since the
previous meeting included one from Alban Maginness MLA regarding flooding in Hightown
Gardens, Newtownabbey and another from Robin Swann MLA concerning flooding at
Fernisky Road, Kells.

Major Works
Pat Aldridge gave a powerpoint presentation of major works which have been undertaken
or planned by Rivers Agency. Pat also answered questions on a range of topics including

feasibility studies, the part played by flood management in the planning process and
possible effects of government cuts on the work of River Agency.

Site Visit

Members of the Council went on a site visit to see the flood alleviation works being
underiaken in Beragh.



