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Welcome to the Public Consultation
Summary of Proposed Scheme

Purpose of this Consultation

The Department for Infrastructure proposes to deliver a Park & Ride facility
incorporating approximately 520 spaces located on lands at Tillysburn,
bounded by the A2 Sydenham By-Pass and the Holywood Road, to the north
of Harland & Wolff Welders Football & Social Club, Belfast BT4.

The proposed Park & Ride is a ‘major’ application in planning terms as
the site is greater than 1Ha in area. The Planning Act (Northern Ireland)
2011 places a statutory duty on applicants to consult the community
prior to submitting a planning application falling within the ‘major’
category.

The Park & Ride has been proposed as part of advanced works to provide
improved public transport options for commuters during the proposed York
Street Interchange construction works.

George Best Belfast City Airport
Tesco Knocknagoney

Existing Tillysburn

As part of our pre-application community consultation process an ‘Open
House’ public consultation event has been arranged to take place on:

Roundabout

Monday 12th March 2018 From 10.30am to 5.30pm at Tesco Extra
Community Space at Knocknagoney Rd, Belfast, BT4 2PW

The Park & Ride facility will provide an improved public transport service
option for commuters into Belfast during the York Street Interchange three to
four year construction period. It will have a dedicated peak hour bus service
which will take advantage of bus priority into central Belfast and will also be
served by existing bus schedules during off peak periods.

The proposed scheme will also be put on public exhibition at:
Holywood Arches Library, 4 - 12 Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4 1NT
from Tuesday 13th March 2018 to Wednesday 9th May 2018
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Scheme Objective
The York Street Interchange is a Strategic Road Improvement scheme being separately developed by the Department. Subject to availability of funding, it is expected that
the construction works for the interchange will commence in mid/late 2019, with a three to four year construction period.
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To achieve its targeted reduction in vehicles travelling through the works, the Department is separately promoting a number of Park & Ride facilities to encourage modal
shift to public transport options during the works period.
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The proposed Tillysburn Park & Ride is one such facility that seeks to reduce traffic volumes on the A2 Sydenham Bypass during the works by providing a public transport
alternative at the eastern junction with the A55 Outer Ring. The proposed Park & Ride will facilitate those who approach the city centre from North Down and East Belfast
during the construction phase of the York Street Interchange Project .
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The Scheme
Engineering Summary

Environmental Conditions

The £2.9m scheme will provide approximately 520 parking
spaces on the proposed site adjacent to the existing Tillysburn
Roundabout, A55 Outer Ring and A2 Sydenham Bypass.

The Department has completed a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of the
site to identify known or potential ecological receptors (nature
conservation designations, protected and notable habitats and species)
that may influence the design and implementation of the scheme.

The site has been designed to limit development in the direction
of the existing swamp area to the north west corner and to
minimise removal of existing vegetation to the northern side of
the site.

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal has found that:
• The site is not connected to any
protected site.

Holywoo
d Rd

The site will be fenced off with an access gate for the security of
users with CCTV monitoring. Lighting will be provided and
carefully designed to minimise impact on the natural and built
surroundings. The landscaping design will seek to minimise the
visual impact of the scheme from associated receptors.

• The development of the site will not
cause significant effects to
protected sites.

To provide a cost-effective solution, the Department has
proposed an “unbound” stone surface to the majority of car
parking bays. This approach provides ancillary benefits in terms
of managing surface water run-off from within the site.

• No structures are on the site and no
trees are considered to have
suitability to host a bat roost. Bat
activity surveys have been carried out subsequently.
• Suitable habitat for nesting birds is present on site.
• A single badger sett, which appears to be inactive, was encountered
on the site. The works are considered to a have a minimal impact on
the sett.
• There is no appropriate habitat for
otter or any other protected species,
such as newts.

A fully surfaced access road (including associated footways)
and surfaced disabled parking bays will be provided along with
a bus shelter.

• Due consideration were feasible
should be given to the existing
swamp within the site.
• Other habitats on site are of low
ecological value with no other
habitat surveys recommended.
• The site has several invasive species that will require management as
part of the development works if approved.
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Overall, the proposal is expected to provide
benefit to the road network by reducing
volumes on the A2 Sydenham Bypass through
the transfer of trips onto public transport.

A5

The Department has completed traffic surveys
of the existing roads in the area and has
completed detailed modelling of changes in
travel patterns as a result of the development
and its proposed changes to the existing
traffic signals at Old Holywood Road.

Holywoo
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Traffic Assessment
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What Happens Next?
Feedback

Opening Hours and Bus Services
Existing bus stops
service No 1, 1b, 2,
3A, 28a, 502a, 502b

Free car parking will be provided at the location, with commuters able
to purchase bus service tickets on board.
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The planned opening hours are Monday to Saturday, 7am to 7pm.
Outside of opening hours the facility will be closed and secured.

To make comments and view the proposals online please visit:
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations

The Department in liaison with Translink plans to provide a dedicated
bus service to and from the site during weekday peak periods for the
duration of the York Street Interchange works. Buses will enter and exit
the site via the existing signal controlled junction with the Old
Holywood Road, which will be modified as required.

If you wish to send us further comments about the proposed scheme:
Email: roads.sriteastern@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

• 3.30pm to 7pm at 15 minute intervals

Proposed Materials
•

Outside of these peak periods, commuters can avail of existing
passing Metro services using existing bus stops on the Old Holywood
Road. Car parking will remain free of charge during these periods.

•

•

Write to: Strategic Roads Improvement Team, DfI Roads, Eastern
Division, Annexe 7, Castle Buildings, Stormont Estate, Upper
Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3SQ
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It is expected that this dedicated bus service will run Monday to Friday
as follows:
• 7am to 10am at 15 minute intervals

Stone Surfaced Parking
Bays

Comments to be received no later than: Wednesday 9th May 2018

Asphalt Access Road
Asphalt disabled bays
and footways

Next Steps
Following completion of this public consultation, your comments will be
reviewed and where applicable will feed into the final design process.
Thereafter, the Department may submit a planning application to Belfast City
Council for planning approval.

Preliminary Ground Investigation
In order to determine the underlying ground conditions, the
Department is presently undertaking a preliminary ground
investigation at the site. To provide safe access for operatives and
associated plant, a limited element of site clearance has been
completed. The proposed site investigations were discussed with
Belfast City Council Planning Department in regard to their
acceptability.

Feedback sheets and post-boxes will be provided at the ‘Open House’
and Public Exhibition events to enable individuals to submit their
comments about the proposed Park & Ride.

Example Bus Shelter and
Cycle Storage
Indicative Time-Frame

The works ongoing at the site are nearing completion and the site will
be secured in the interim pending the outcome of the planning
application which may be lodged after the public consultation process
is complete.

Access
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Existing bus stops
service No 1, 1a, 1b,
2, 2a, 3A, 502a, 502b
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Existing access to Harland and Wolff welders to be
signalised to form new access to park and ride site
Bus route to follow green arrows

