[bookmark: _Toc239240387]Consultation on Proposals to Modernise Northern Ireland’s Drug Driving Laws
The consultation period began on 4 November 2026 and will run until 27 January 2027.  Please ensure that your response reaches us by the closing date.

About You
1. Are you responding as: 
An Individual                                   ☐ 	
A Business                                       ☐   
On behalf of an organisation   ☐  
	Please enter the name of the business or organisation. (Please do not add any personal or identifying information. Any personal details will be deleted from responses.)






Regulatory Approach 
A two-tier approach will allow the introduction of limits for impairing drugs, while retaining impairment offences.  Both the limits and the specific drugs which the limits will apply to will be determined at a later date and will, once again, be subject to public consultation.  

2. Would you support the creation of legal limits (like we have for alcohol) for specified drugs to tackle drug driving in Northern Ireland? 
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐

3. Should we continue to prosecute any drivers that are impaired by drugs regardless of which drugs, or how much is in their system? 
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐


New Drug Driving Offences 
New offences, linked to the specified drugs and limits, will clarify prosecution of drug driving offenders with outcomes likely to be more predictable.  The presence alone in a person’s system of a specified drug above the specified limit for that drug will be an offence and there will be no need to prove that the person’s driving was impaired.    
The current main drink and drug driving offences are contained in Articles 14 -16 of The Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1995
4. Would you support the creation of new drug driving offences, where it would be an offence to drive, attempt to drive or be in charge of a motor vehicle while being over the limit for a specified drug?   
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐

The current offence of causing death or grievous bodily injury by careless driving when under the influence of drink or drugs covers drivers that are over the legal limit for alcohol.  The proposal below would replicate this for drug drivers.
5. Would you support us updating the legislation for causing death or grievous bodily injury to include being over the legal limit for drugs?
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐

Regulation Making Powers 
Powers will permit the Department to not only initially specify drugs and limits but will, as required, allow relatively rapid amending powers to update the list of specified drugs.  For example, if drug taking habits of drivers change, then it may be desirable to add to the list of specified drugs.  
6. Do you support giving the Department powers to set and update the drugs and limits that will apply to the new offences through regulations?
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐


Penalties 
Existing offences for being impaired through drink or drugs are already penalised in a similar manner.  If we create offences for driving over a drug limit, the penalties could mirror those for driving over the alcohol limit.
Penalties in NI for existing drink and drug driving offences are contained in Annex C of the Consultation Document. 
7. Do you agree that any new driving offences of being over the drug limit should replicate the existing penalties for being over the alcohol limit?
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐

Medical Defence
The Medical Defence would apply to anyone taking drugs under medical supervision where in future those drugs have a specified legal limit.  This would distinguish them from those abusing otherwise legal drugs for recreation.  The medical defence would not be available for anyone charged with being impaired.
8. Would you support the introduction of a medical defence (in relation to the new offences) for those taking medicinal drugs, legally supplied (such as by a doctor or dentist) for medical or dental purposes?  
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐

Courses for Drug Driving Offenders 
In NI drink driving offenders who have been disqualified for a period of at least 12 months are, at the time of conviction, referred automatically[footnoteRef:1] to a Course for Drink Driving Offenders (CDDO).  This is a rehabilitation course aimed at reducing the number of drink drivers who reoffend.  There is no similar course available for drug drivers.   [1:  Unless the court considers there are special reasons for not making a referral order.  It should be noted that automatic referral onto a Course for Drink Drive Offenders was only made mandatory from 28 June 2021.] 

Whilst referral is automatic, the offender is not obligated to attend the course – it is voluntary, but if they successfully complete it their period of disqualification is reduced.  The reduction is at least 3 months and not more than a quarter of the period of disqualification.  For example, a disqualification can be reduced from 12 months to 9 months.
CDDOs are a proven effective educational intervention.  Analysis, completed in September 2019, shows that people who completed the CDDO were less likely to reoffend than those who did not attend the course – and this is true up to four years after the course was completed. [footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Reoffending analysis for Participants who completed the Course for Drink Drive Offenders in Northern Ireland 2010 to 2013. Research Briefing, September 2019, ASRB ] 

9. Would you support the Department investigating the potential for introducing courses for drug driving offenders, similar to those which exist for drink driving offenders?   
Yes   ☐ 	
No    ☐

Any Additional Comments
10. Have you any comments to add on the proposals contained in this consultation including the initial equality impact assessment screen (published on the Departmental website)? (Please do not add any personal or identifying information. Any personal details will be deleted from responses.)
Additional comments










Thank you for your response. 

Please return the completed questionnaire to either of the addresses below.

Email:		drugdrivingconsultation@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk         or 
Post:		Drug Driving Consultation Responses
		Driving, Vehicle and Road Safety Policy Division
		Department for Infrastructure
		James House (3rd Floor, Area C)
		2 – 4 Cromac Avenue
		Gasworks Business Park
		Belfast
		BT7 2JA
2

