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Ministerial Foreword

My Department, the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) is responsible for transport policy in the north, with a wide remit including responsibility for road safety and vehicle regulation. This work contributes directly to the Northern Ireland Executive’s Programme for Government (PfG), including improving public safety through road safety measures and creating a safer and more sustainable transport network through vehicle testing and roadworthiness standards. 

Current legislation, Motor Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) Order (Northern Ireland) 1997 (‘The Special Types Order’ (STGO)), makes provision for the Department to authorise certain types of vehicles to be used on roads that would not normally fully comply with the requirements that generally apply to vehicles permitted on roads. The Special Types Order specifies the requirements that must be met by vehicles seeking to rely on such authorisation.  
 
The STGO has not been updated since 1997. Significant changes in the transport landscape since this time, together with evolving operational and infrastructure needs, mean the current legislative framework no longer fully reflects today’s transport environment.

In order to ensure our legislation remains fit for purpose and contributes to road safety, which I am committed to addressing, I am taking forward this consultation with a view to updating the legislation to ensure it continues to support modern, efficient and sustainable transport systems. 

This consultation seeks views on changes to the STGO to better support and reflect the needs of the transport sector, while continuing to prioritise road safety. The objective is to ensure that our legislation remains proportionate and reflects the needs of businesses without placing unnecessary burdens on them whilst also ensuring road safety concerns are addressed so as to keep our roads safe. 

We welcome views from all stakeholders as your responses will help to inform the future direction and ensure our legislation remains modern and fit for purpose. I very much encourage you to provide your views. 






























Introduction and Background 

The Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 (1995 Order) was introduced with the aim of enhancing road safety and modernising the regulation of motor vehicles in Northern Ireland. The 1995 Order is supported by a suite of regulations and supplementary measures to enable its effective implementation across NI and which are crucial for ensuring road safety and compliance with legal standards. Key supporting regulations include the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999[footnoteRef:1] (‘The C&U Regulations’) and Motor Vehicles (Authorised Weight) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999[footnoteRef:2] (‘The Authorised Weight Regulations’). [1:  S.R. 1999 No. 454 - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/1999/454/contents/made]  [2:  S.R. 1999 No. 258 - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/1999/258/contents/made] 


The C&U Regulations are a set of guidelines which govern the construction, maintenance and use of vehicles in NI. They provide detailed technical standards for vehicles to ensure compliance with the 1995 Order requirements. 

The Authorised Weight Regulations govern the weight of wheeled motor vehicles and trailers within specific vehicle categories.

There are however a range of vehicles which do not meet the legal construction, modification or use standards under the 1995 Order. These vehicles fall into 4 main categories based on their function and design:
· abnormal indivisible load (AIL): a load which cannot be divided into 2 or more loads to be transported by road;
· mobile cranes: specially built - or adapted - for lifting operations;
· engineering plant: a moveable piece of plant or equipment which is a motor vehicle or trailer specially built for engineering operations; and
· road recovery vehicles: vehicles that are specially built for recovering broken-down vehicles.

Consequently the Motor Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) Order (Northern Ireland) 1997 (S.R. 1997 No. 109) (‘The Special Types Order’) provides a legal framework that allows certain “special types” of vehicles and loads, which would otherwise be illegal under standard road traffic rules, to operate on public roads under controlled conditions. 

The STGO authorises, subject to certain conditions and restrictions, the use on roads of various motor vehicles and other vehicles (often trailers) which are used for a special purpose, constructed for special purposes or equipped with special equipment. Most are large or heavy and therefore cannot, due to their essential operational special purpose, comply with all the requirements of the C&U Regulations and/or the Authorised Weight Regulations.

[bookmark: _Hlk171001774]The current STGO covers equipment of many different types such as abnormal indivisible load haulage vehicles, grass cutting machines, naval, military, air force and aviation vehicles, engineering plant and agricultural vehicles, etc. The vehicles permitted by the Order are either of a special type or required for a special purpose 

The requirements contained in the STGO affect users and constructors of specialist vehicles across many industries encompassing road haulage, agriculture, engineering and road construction. In the vast majority of cases the vehicles permitted have an essential constructed form with either width, length or weight which are greater than the limits allowed for UK or EU free movement on public roads. Such vehicles therefore are required to give notice to the Police and road and bridge authorities before movement on the public highway. 

Vehicles permitted to operate by the STGO require vehicle registration and appropriate driver licensing and road fund licensing before use on any public road. Such requirements, however, do not form part of and are not contained in this STGO. They are applied separately by the Driver Vehicle and Licensing Agency (DVLA) and the Driver and Vehicle Agency (DVA) to current policy requirements as appropriate.

The STGO was last revised in 1997. The Department acknowledges that, since this time, the landscape of the transport sector has changed, and it is difficult therefore to marry today's requirements with those contained in the STGO. For example, there are a number of vehicles which are not recognised as special vehicles and therefore are not permitted to operate under the STGO. In these instances, operators are required to apply to the Department for a Vehicle Special Order (VSO), which authorises the use on roads of a vehicle or vehicles for a defined period of time that do not comply with current regulations, subject to technical and legal scrutiny. 

Position in Other Jurisdictions 
Position in GB 
The GB Road Traffic (Authorisation of Special Types) (General) Order 2003 (S.I. 2003 No.1998) (the 2003 Order) applies to England, Scotland and Wales and authorises road-use by certain special types of vehicles and sets out the regulatory framework, including the restrictions and conditions within which they must comply.  It is broadly similar in principle to the STGO in that they both regulate the movement of abnormal indivisible loads, mobile cranes, engineering plane and vehicles exceeding normal C& U limits. While the 2003 Order modernised and replaced previous regulations regarding the authorisation of special types of vehicles on British roads, no such updates to the STGO have been taken forward. The 2003 Order was amended further in 2023 (Road Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) (General) (Amendment) Order 2023) to remove the cap on the number of Longer-Semi Trailers permitted on roads. Updates to the GB legislation has resulted in two broadly similar regulatory frameworks operating in GB and NI resulting in differing compliance requirements for operators moving between both jurisdictions. 

Position in Ireland 
In Ireland abnormal and oversized loads are governed by the Road Traffic (Construction, Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations; permits/route assessments from An Garda Siochana and road authorities; and route assessments coordinated through Transport Infrastructure Ireland. Due to the differing regimes, those wishing to operate on a cross-border basis between NI and Ireland may require separate Irish permits and route approvals. It is the responsibility of operators to ensure they have appropriate approvals in place if they intend to carry out cross-border journeys.

What is the Department proposing?

In response, the Department is proposing that the STGO be reviewed and brought into alignment with the GB Road Traffic (Authorisation of Special Types) (General) Order 2003 (S.I. 2003 No.1998) and the Road Vehicles (Authorisation of Special Types) (General) (Amendment) Order 2023. The Department is also proposing to update the legislation to permit the use of three additional categories of special vehicles, namely Impact Protection Vehicles (vehicles equipped with Crash Cushions), vehicles for the carriage of Crane Ballast weights and Longer Semi-Trailers. Inclusion of any category of vehicle in this Order will not change the current annual testing requirements for that category of vehicle.
The aim of these proposals is to minimise unnecessary bureaucracy and regulatory burdens on local operators and businesses in the road haulage, agriculture, engineering and road construction sectors, through the reduced need for a VSO whilst maintaining an appropriate level of control proportionate with the continued maintenance of essential safety requirements and road safety.  The Department also aims to support and encourage the use of vehicles that offer reduced gross axle weights and also an increase in general manoeuvrability where possible within the STGO framework.

This consultation is seeking views on the proposed changes to the current STGO. The proposals are not intended to prevent the use of any vehicles currently permitted to legally operate under the current STGO.






How to Respond

The consultation period will begin on Monday 17 August 2026 at and will run for a period of 12 weeks, ending on Monday 9 November 2026 at 23.59pm. Please ensure that your response reaches us before the closing date. 

Where possible, your response should be made via Citizen Space on the NI Direct website using the following link: https://consultations2.nidirect.gov.uk/dfi-1/special-types-general-order-stgo-consultation

or alternatively at https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations

There are a total of 17 questions included in the consultation document. For ease of reference these questions appear alongside the relevant text and are also set out in Annex A. 

Alternative Formats 

The Department for Infrastructure has actively considered the needs of people with visual impairments in accessing this consultation document, The text will be made available in full on the Department’s website which allows for e-readers (including the most recent versions of JAWS, NVDA and VoiceOver). The text may be freely downloaded and translated by individuals or organisations for conversion into other accessible formats. Our accessibility statement at Department for Infrastructure Accessibility statement gives more information. 

If you would like further copies of this consultation document, it can be found at https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations or you can contact the Department if you would like alternative formats (Braille, audio CD, etc). Requests should be made to vehicle.standards@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Responses to this consultation should be made online via Citizen Space as indicated above or, if that is not possible, by e-mailing vehicle.standards@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

When responding, please state whether you are responding as an individual or representing the views of an organisation. If responding on behalf of an organisation, please tell us who the organisation represents and, where applicable, the number of members and how the views of members were assembled.

If you have any suggestions of others who may wish to be involved in this process, please contact us. 




















Confidentiality & Data Protection

Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Confidentiality of Responses UK General Data Protection Regulations
The Department will publish a summary of responses following the consultation closing date. Your response, and all other responses to this publication, may be disclosed on request and/or made available on the DfI website (redacted). The Department can only refuse to disclose information in exceptional circumstances. Before you submit your response, please read the paragraphs below on the confidentiality of responses as this will give you guidance on the legal position about any information given by you in response to this publication. 
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Regulations 2004 give the public a right of access to any information held by a public authority, namely, the Department in this case. This right of access to information includes information provided in response to a consultation.
The information you provide in your response, excluding personal information, may be published, or disclosed in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). 
The Department will process your personal data in line with the Department’s Privacy Notice.
Any personal information you provide will be handled in accordance with the UK-GDPR and will not be published. Personal data provided in response to this Consultation will be deleted and not held on the Departmental systems. 
If you want other information that you provided to be treated as confidential, please be aware that the Department cannot automatically consider as confidential information supplied to it in response to a consultation. Under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. The Department has the responsibility to decide, in consideration of the FOIA, whether any non-personal information provided by you in response to this publication should be made public or treated as confidential.
If we received a request for disclosure of information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department. 
For information regarding your personal data, please refer to the DFI Privacy Notice Department’s Privacy Notice.  For further details on confidentiality, the FOIA and the EIR please refer to www.ico.org.uk
Following the deadline for submissions, a Consultation Responses/Outcome Report will be complied, summarising all feedback received. The Report will be published on the Department’s website in due course. 

















Consultation Proposals and Questions 

Current Position 
Under the current legislation the vehicles most likely to be used under the STGO are AILs, mobile cranes, engineering plant and road recovery vehicles. 

Abnormal Indivisible Load Vehicles
Abnormal indivisible load (AIL) vehicles are roads vehicles transporting a load that cannot be split into smaller parts for road transport due to cost, risk or practicality. The Special Types Order provides the framework for the classification and movement of such loads and requires that any vehicles carrying goods or cargo that cannot be divided into smaller parts without undue expense or risk of damage must be classified as an AIL.

Loads which comply with the C&U and Authorised Weight Regulations cannot be carried on an AIL vehicle, even as a backload. 
		
What are we proposing? 

The Department is proposing to update the legislative requirements to provide that AIL vehicles be divided into 3 categories with specified criteria set out for each category which must be complied with in order for the AIL to operate under the STGO. This aims to address differences in requirements from those in GB including in administration, notification procedures and some operational thresholds. The 3 categories being proposed are:

	Category 1

	Weight: 
	· Up to and not exceeding: 
· 46,000 kilograms with a minimum of 5 axles 
· 50,000 kilograms with a minimum of 6 axles
· Authorised Weight Regulations maximum weights apply to axle and vehicle gross weights (meaning, only the train weight can exceed Authorised Weight Regulations)

	Display
	‘STGO Cat 1’ plate to the front of the drawing vehicle

	Notice
	2 working days’ notice must be provided to highway and bridge authorities in relation to the weight

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 60 mph
· Dual carriageway 50 mph
· Other roads 40 mph



	Category 2

	Weight: 
	· Not exceeding 80,000 kilograms 
· a minimum of 6 axles 
· maximum axle weight of 12,500 kilograms

	Display
	‘STGO Cat 2’ plate to the front of the drawing vehicle

	Notice
	2 working days’ notice must be provided to highway and bridge authorities in relation to the weight

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 40 mph
· Dual carriageway 35 mph
· Other roads 30 mph

	Plates
	· a plate must be fitted to the vehicle showing the maximum weight recommended by the manufacturer of the vehicle when travelling at certain maximum speeds: this must be marked ‘Special Types Use’ - the plate should show the weights for gross, train and axle weights



	Category 3

	Weight: 
	· Not exceeding 150,000 kilograms 
· a minimum of 6 axles 
· maximum axle weight of 16,500 kilograms

	Display
	‘STGO Cat 3’ plate to the front of the drawing vehicle

	Notice
	5 working days’ notice must be provided to highway and bridge authorities in relation to the weight

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 40 mph
· Dual carriageway 35 mph
· Other roads 30 mph

	Plates
	· a plate must be fitted to the vehicle showing the maximum weight recommended by the manufacturer of the vehicle when travelling at certain maximum speeds: this must be marked ‘Special Types Use’ - the plate should show the weights for gross, train and axle weights



AIL vehicles will also continue to be subject to the appropriate vehicle excise duty and driving licence requirements and any other road safety conditions as the Department may consider appropriate. For example, depending on the vehicle, the operator may have to satisfy conditions such as ensuring roads are suitable for vehicles to be used on, or the Department may impose conditions on when a vehicle can be used e.g. only during the night to avoid other traffic. 

Some AIL vehicles are regarded as goods vehicles therefore drivers of these vehicles will also be required to comply with the drivers’ hours and tachograph regulations. Further information can be found at the following link: 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/tachograph-and-drivers-hours

Q1 Do you agree with the proposal to amend legislation to provide that AIL vehicles be divided into 3 categories with specified criteria set out for each category which must be complied with in order for the AIL to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with this proposal.
			
Q2 Do you agree with the categories being proposed and the specified criteria to be applied to each category? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with this proposal.

Mobile Cranes
Mobile cranes are heavy-duty construction equipment that can easily be transported from one job site to another and set up quickly. Mobile cranes are considered “special types vehicles” because they are purpose-built for lifting rather than carrying goods and they often exceed standard weight/dimension limits. However not every mobile crane movement falls within the scope of the Special Types Order - if a crane fits within normal C &U limits, it can operate like a standard vehicle.

When assessing the need for a special types order for mobile cranes, the current legislation does not provide formal categories within which the STGO can be considered. Instead the decision to grant a special order is determined on a case-by-case basis. 

What are we proposing?  

The Department is proposing to insert a new definition of a mobile crane and to establish a standardised framework so as to provide regulatory certainty to operators, reduced bureaucracy, faster approvals and planning, consistency for enforcement and reduced cross-jurisdictional administrative burdens.
	
It is proposed that the legislation is updated to define a mobile crane as:
· a motor vehicle that is specially designed or built to carry out lifting operations - that cannot safely be carried out by a motor vehicle or trailer - which complies with the C&U Regulations and the Authorised Weight Regulations;
· the gross weight of the crane exceeds 12,000 kilograms;
· the motor vehicle has a crane permanently mounted as part of the vehicle chassis design (the definition excludes lorry mounted cranes);
· the motor vehicle is operated by the driver or other person riding on it;
· it meets the requirements for registered use as a mobile crane under Part 4 of Schedule 1 of Vehicle Excise & Registration Act 1994.

A mobile crane which doesn’t meet all these criteria may be defined as engineering plant.

It is proposed that mobile crane vehicles will be divided into 3 formal categories and must comply with these conditions to operate under STGO. The categories are: 
	
	Category A

	Weight: 
	· maximum gross weight of 20,000 kilograms on 2 axles
· maximum gross weight of 30,000 kilograms on 3 axles
· maximum gross weight of 36,000 kilograms on 4 axles
· maximum of 4 axles
· maximum of 11,500 kilograms on a single driving axle
· maximum of 10,000 kilograms on a single non-driving axle

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 60 mph
· Dual carriageway 50 mph
· Other roads 40 mph




	Category B

	Weight: 
	· maximum axle weight of 12,500 kilograms
· maximum gross weight of 12,500 kilograms multiplied by the number of axles

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 50 mph
· Dual carriageway 45 mph
· Other roads 40 mph



	Category C

	Weight: 
	· maximum axle weight of 16,500 kilograms
· maximum gross weight of 16,500 kilograms multiplied by the number of axles: up to a maximum of 150,000 kilograms

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 40 mph
· Dual carriageway 35 mph
· Other roads 30 mph



It is proposed that drivers of mobile cranes will be required to give notice to the PSNI and the relevant road and bridge authorities. This will vary according to the weight of the vehicle. 

Mobile cranes will also continue to be subject to the appropriate vehicle excise duty and driving licence requirements and any other road safety conditions as the Department may consider appropriate.

Q3 Do you agree with the proposal for the Department to introduce a new definition of a mobile crane?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q4 Do you agree with the proposed definition of a mobile crane? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q5 Do you agree with the proposal for mobile crane vehicles to be divided into 3 formal categories? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q6 Do you agree with the conditions applied to each category? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Engineering Plant

Engineering Plant are machines that are built primarily to perform engineering or construction work. Examples include diggers, road rollers and bulldozers. These vehicles are often heavy, slow-moving and not designed to carry loads as their main function.  

Engineering plant must not carry any load or lift or transport goods or burden - except its own essential equipment - while it is being used in the construction, maintenance or repair of materials that:
· have been excavated and lifted by the apparatus on the plant;
· the plant is specially designed to treat.

The Special Types Order provides legal authority for engineering plant to be used on roads; exemptions from standard limits and a framework of conditions that need to be adhered to (speed notifications escorts).

What are we proposing? 

The Department is proposing to amend legislation to align with the standardised category approach as applied in GB.  A standardised framework will provide regulatory certainty to operators, reduced bureaucracy, faster approvals and planning, consistency for enforcement and reduced cross-jurisdictional administrative burdens.
It is proposed that engineering plant can only be used under the STGO regulations if operations cannot safely be carried out using a vehicle that complies with the C&U Regulations.

It is proposed that engineering plant be divided into the following categories and must comply with these conditions to operate under STGO:

	Category 1

	Weight: 
	· Exceeding 44,000 kilograms and up to: 
· 46,000 kilograms with a minimum of 5 axles 
· 50,000 kilograms with a minimum of 6 axles
· construction and use maximum weights apply to vehicle axle and gross weights


	Notice
	2 working days’ notice must be provided to highway and bridge authorities

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 60 mph
· Dual carriageway 50 mph
· Other roads 40 mph



	Category 2

	Weight: 
	· Not exceeding 80,000 kilograms 
· a minimum of 6 axles 
· maximum axle weight of 12,500 kilograms

	Notice
	2 working days’ notice must be provided to highway and bridge authorities

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 40 mph
· Dual carriageway 35 mph
· Other roads 30 mph



	Category 3

	Weight: 
	· Not exceeding 150,000 kilograms 
· a minimum of 6 axles 
· maximum axle weight of 16,500 kilograms

	Notice
	5 working days’ notice must be provided to highway and bridge authorities

	Speed Limits
	· Motorway 40 mph
· Dual carriageway 35 mph
· Other roads 30 mph




Engineering plant will also continue to be subject to the appropriate vehicle excise duty and driving licence requirements and any other road safety conditions as the Department may consider appropriate.

Q7 Do you agree with the proposed changes to legislation to provide standardised categories to engineering plant?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q8 Do you agree with the conditions applied to each category which must be complied with to operate under an STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Road Recovery Vehicles

A road recovery vehicle is one that is specially designed, built or adapted to recover broken-down vehicles. It must be fitted with a crane, a winch or other lifting system specifically designed to recover vehicles. A road recovery vehicle must not, when towing a broken-down vehicle, exceed the maximum train weight specified on the plate fixed to it under regulation 79 of the C&U Regulations. 

While the current STGO does not specifically legislate for road recovery vehicles, it does allow for the use of recovery vehicles under certain conditions eg subject to length, width and speed restrictions.

It is proposed that the Special Types Order be updated to provide for a number of categories of road recovery vehicles, including: 
· Locomotives which are vehicles with an unladen weight heavier than 7,370 kilograms not built to carry a load;
· an N3 motor vehicle which is a vehicle built to carry goods with a maximum mass heavier than 12,000 kilograms;
· a combination of an N3 motor vehicle and an O4 trailer which is a trailer with a maximum weight heavier than 10,000 kilograms.

It is also proposed that the legislation is updated to provide for the maximum weights for road recovery vehicles with the proposed weights being:
· gross 36,000 kilograms on 3 axles
· gross 50,000 kilograms on 4 axles
· gross 80,000 kilograms on 6 or more axles
· maximum axle weight of 12,500 kilograms
· maximum axle group weight 25,000 kilograms

Further, it is proposed that road recovery vehicles, while carrying or towing a broken-down vehicle, will have the following speed limit restrictions placed on them:
· motorway: 40 mph
· dual carriageway: 30 mph
· other roads: 30 mph

Under these proposals. road recovery vehicles will continue to be subject to the appropriate vehicle excise duty and driving licence requirements and any other road safety conditions as the Department may consider appropriate.

Q9 Do you agree with the proposed changes to legislation to provide for categories of road recovery vehicles? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q10 Do you agree with the proposed maximum weights for road recovery vehicles?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q11 Do you agree with the proposed speed limit restrictions for road recovery vehicles, while carrying or towing a broken-down vehicle?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.


Additional Categories of Vehicles 

The consultation also seeks views to permit the use of three additional categories of special vehicles, namely:
· vehicles equipped with Crash Cushions, 
· vehicles for the carriage of Crane Ballast weights; and 
· Longer Semi-Trailers 

Crash Cushion Vehicles

Crash Cushion vehicles, also known as impact protection vehicles, are used to protect road workers by blocking road lanes to passing traffic. The crash cushion is designed to collapse in the event of another vehicle colliding with it, thus reducing the effects of the collision on the occupants of the impacting vehicle.

A crash cushion vehicle would normally operate under standard C&U regulations unless its dimensions or weights exceed normal legal limits. However when in use, the collapsible structure (the crash cushion) which is attached to the rear of the vehicle means that the vehicle exceeds the maximum dimensions permitted by regulations. 

It is proposed that legislation will be introduced to provide that crash cushion vehicles:
· are not required to meet the requirements of regulation 6 (length), regulation 13 (overhang) and regulation 58 (rear under-run protection) of the C&U Regulations;
· must not exceed the maximum permitted length for the vehicle under regulation 6 of C&U when the crash cushion is in the stowed position;
· may only be used to provide protection to persons working on a road; and
· must be equipped with a device to resist rear under-run when the crash cushion is in the stowed position.

Currently the use of these crash cushion vehicles require a VSO as they breach maximum length requirements as set out in C&U Regulations when the cushion is deployed. Their inclusion in STGO as a special category of vehicle will negate the requirement of operators having to apply to the Department for a VSO.

Crash cushion vehicles will continue to be subject to the appropriate vehicle excise duty and driving licence requirements and any other road safety conditions as the Department may consider appropriate.

Q12 Do you agree with the proposal to add Crash Cushion vehicles as an additional category of special vehicles into the STGO? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.
	
Q13 Do you agree with the proposed requirements to be applied to Crash Cushion vehicles to enable them to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.


Crane Ballast Vehicles

Crane Ballast vehicles are specialised heavy-haul trailers designed to carry the ‘ballast' (counterweights) that are needed to prevent Mobile Cranes from falling over when lifting heavy weights. Such ballast is very heavy and would have to be carried on multiple vehicles if the usual lorry weight limits, as set out in the C&U Regulations or the Authorised Weight Regulations, were respected. 

The Department is proposing to legislate to provide that crane ballast vehicles are treated in essentially the same way as that proposed for AIL vehicles (as set out above) except:
· the gross train weight is limited to a maximum of 100,000kgs;
· the axle weights are limited to a maximum of 12,500kgs;
· the vehicle is restricted to a maximum width of 3m;
· one trailer may be drawn and this is restricted to a maximum length of 18.75 metres; and
· the load carried may only consist of Crane Ballast weights or Crane Ballast weights and equipment directly related to the erection of the crane (such as spreader plates, hooks, eyes and jib sections). 

Crane Ballast vehicles currently require a VSO, which would include provision for the operator to inform the Department and/or PSNI when and where they intend to use such a vehicle. Bringing them into scope of the STGO will result in a VSO no longer being required resulting in a reduced administrative burden for both operators and the Department.

Crane Ballast vehicles will also continue to be subject to the appropriate vehicle excise duty and driving licence requirements and any other road safety conditions as the Department may consider appropriate.

Q14 Do you agree with the proposal to add Crane Ballast vehicles as an additional category of special vehicles into the STGO? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q15 Do you agree with the proposed requirements to be applied to Crane Ballast vehicles to enable them to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.
		
Longer Semi-Trailers 

[bookmark: _Hlk169872619]A Longer Semi-Trailer (LST) is a semi-trailer with a length of either 14.6 metres or 15.65 metres. This is up to 2.5 metres longer than standard length trailers (13.60 metres) under Construction and Use Regulations. An LST has a maximum total vehicle length, including tractor unit, of 18.55 metres.

Currently, LSTs are not generally authorised automatically in NI. Instead, operators must rely on specific authorisation, via a VSO, from the Department rather than unrestricted statutory operation. 

In GB, a Longer Semi Trailer Trail was introduced in 2012 and concluded in 2023. Following review, GB amended its 2003 Order to provide for LSTs in their 2003 legislation, specifically to remove the cap on the number of LSTs permitted on the roads. 

NI has been monitoring the progress in GB and are now proposing to introduce equivalent legislation here.  
	
It is proposed that the legislation will be updated to provide that LSTs wishing to operate under the STGO will be subject to the following requirements:
· The longitudinal distance from the axis of the kingpin to the rear of a longer semi-trailer must not exceed 14.05 metres;

· The distance parallel to the longitudinal axis of the longer semi-trailer from the foremost part of the loading area to the rear of the trailer must not exceed 15.65 metres;

· The overall length of an articulated vehicle which includes a longer semi trailer must not exceed 18.55 metres;

· A longer semi-trailer must have a minimum of three axles, one of which must be capable of steering;

· Where the maximum authorised weight of a vehicle combination exceeds 38,000kg and that combination includes a longer semi-trailer, the longer semi-trailer must be equipped with an on-board weighing device. The weighing device shall indicate to the driver of the vehicle combination any overload of the trailer axles or axle groups.

· A load carried by a longer semi-trailer must not have a rearward projection.

· Longer Semi-trailers may only be used on an established route which is specified on a route plan.

· Route plans must be in writing and specify the roads on which the longer semi-trailers will be used to travel to and from its destination.

· A diversionary route may be used where the use of a longer semi-trailer on the whole or any part of the established route is prohibited or where the operator considers that the route may be subject to unreasonable traffic delays due to an accident or obstruction.

· Each route plan will be subject to a risk assessment.

· A copy of the route plan and risk assessment of the route must be kept by the operator for a period of two years beginning with the date that the longer semi-trailer was last used on that route and also kept in the motor vehicle towing the longer semi-trailer.

· A risk assessment must be in writing and make suitable assessment of;

· Risks of personal injury and injury to any animal;
· damage to any vehicle and damage to any other property of using the longer semi-trailer on the specified route
· consider the width and curvature of the part of the road on which the longer semi-trailer is to be used on the route
· the amount of space that is available at any road junction at which the longer semi-trailer is likely to turn as part of the route; and
· the likelihood that the presence of other vehicles, pedestrians, horse riders or cyclists on the route will cause difficulties in manoeuvring the longer semi-trailer.

These proposals mirror the requirements introduced in GB.
		
The Department is proposing to legislate for LSTs to reduce the regulatory burden on operators wishing to operate on a cross-jurisdiction; and reduce the administrative burden on the Department with granting a VSO.

Q16 Do you agree with the proposal to add LSTs as an additional category of special vehicles into the STGO? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q17 Do you agree with the proposed requirements to be applied to LSTs to enable them to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.


Impact Assessments 

Draft Regulatory Impact and Equality Impact screening exercises have been completed as part of the preparations to launch this consultation. However, equality screening is a live process that will be considered alongside the public consultation process as it evolves. The draft Regulatory Impact Assessment and the equality screening form can be found on the Departmental website along with the electronic version of this consultation paper (details in the ‘How to Respond’ section). Further S75 screening (and, if deemed appropriate) EQIAs will be carried out when policies/practices are being updated in response to this consultation.

Next Steps 
As indicated above, a Consultation Responses/Outcome Report will be compiled, summarising all feedback received and the proposed way forward. This Report will be published on the Department’s website in due course.  















Annex A 

Consultation Questions 
	
Q1 Do you agree with the proposal to amend legislation to provide that AIL vehicles be divided into 3 categories with specified criteria set out for each category which must be complied with in order for the AIL to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with this proposal.
			
Q2 Do you agree with the categories being proposed and the specified criteria to be applied to each category? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with this proposal.

Q3 Do you agree with the proposal for the Department to introduce a new definition of a mobile crane?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q4 Do you agree with the proposed definition of a mobile crane? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q5 Do you agree with the proposal for mobile crane vehicles to be divided into 3 formal categories? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q6 Do you agree with the conditions applied to each category? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q7 Do you agree with the proposed changes to legislation to provide standardised categories to engineering plant?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q8 Do you agree with the conditions applied to each category which must be complied with to operate under an STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q9 Do you agree with the proposed changes to legislation to provide for categories of road recovery vehicles? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q10 Do you agree with the proposed maximum weights for road recovery vehicles?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q11 Do you agree with the proposed speed limit restrictions for road recovery vehicles, while carrying or towing a broken-down vehicle?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q12 Do you agree with the proposal to add Crash Cushion vehicles as an additional category of special vehicles into the STGO? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.
	
Q13 Do you agree with the proposed requirements to be applied to Crash Cushion vehicles to enable them to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q14 Do you agree with the proposal to add Crane Ballast vehicles as an additional category of special vehicles into the STGO? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q15 Do you agree with the proposed requirements to be applied to Crane Ballast vehicles to enable them to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.


Q16 Do you agree with the proposal to add LSTs as an additional category of special vehicles into the STGO? 
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.

Q17 Do you agree with the proposed requirements to be applied to LSTs to enable them to operate under the STGO?
If no please provide information on why you disagree with the proposal.
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