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Synopsis of Responses
A consultation on proposed changes to the format of Green Cards in Northern Ireland 
















Date: 22 June 2026

Introduction 
On 25 February 2026, the Department for Infrastructure (“the Department”) launched a targeted consultation on proposals to amend legislation governing proof of motor insurance for visiting motorists entering Northern Ireland, specifically in relation to Green Cards. The consultation closed on 22 April 2026.
The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the analysis of the responses received and to outline the Department’s next steps. 
Consultation Proposals
The consultation sought views on a range of proposals to modernise existing requirements, reflect international changes, and align Northern Ireland with arrangements in Great Britain and across the Green Card system.
The proposed legislative changes that were consulted on were: 
1. To allow visiting motorists to present a Green Card printed on white paper
2. To update the format of Green Cards in line with that prescribed by the COB (formerly the Council of Bureaux)
3. To allow visiting motorists to present a digital version of a Green Card
4. To allow motorists from Green Card Free Circulation Area countries to present alternative proof of insurance in digital format
5. To update the list of countries within the Green Card Free Circulation Area (GCFCA) to include additional countries

A targeted consultation was held as the proposed changes will only impact those bodies responsible for checking insurance documents here. Consequently, the consultation was issued to the following organisations:
· Association of British Insurers (ABI)
· British Insurance Brokers Association (BIBA)
· UK Border Force
· Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB)
· Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI)


Analysis of Consultation Feedback and DfI Response
Overview of Responses
Of the 5 organisations invited to respond, 3 responses were received, from the MIB, AIB and PSNI, representing a 60% response rate.
All of those who responded were supportive of the proposals, with no objections raised to the overall policy direction. Feedback focused on practical benefits, alignment, and ensuring the accuracy of the GCFCA country list.
Proposals 1–4: Format, paper requirements and digital documentation
Proposals:
· Allow Green Cards to be printed on white paper
· Update the format in line with the COB standard
· Allow digital Green Cards
· Allow alternative digital proof of insurance
Summary of Responses
All respondents expressed support for these proposals.
Key themes included:
· Operational benefits:
Allowing both paper and digital formats will simplify processes for motorists and support enforcement activity, reducing instances where documentation cannot be produced.
· Digitalisation:
Respondents welcomed the move toward digital documentation, recognising it as consistent with modern practices.
· Environmental benefits:
Reduced reliance on printed documents will help minimise paper usage.
· Regulatory alignment:
Alignment with arrangements in Great Britain will reduce complexity for insurers and motorists operating across jurisdictions.
Response
The Minister welcomes the strong support for these proposals and recognises the operational, environmental and administrative benefits identified.
The Minister has asked officials to proceed with legislation to:
· permit Green Cards to be issued on white or green paper;
· update the prescribed format in line with the COB standard; and
· allow digital Green Cards and alternative digital proof of insurance.

Proposal 5: Update to the GCFCA country list
Proposal:
· Update the list of countries within the GCFCA to include Andorra, Montenegro and Serbia
Summary of Responses
Respondents were supportive of updating the GCFCA list to reflect current international arrangements.
MIB suggested that, as Bosnia and Herzegovina are part of the GCFCA, the country list should be further updated to reflect this to ensure completeness. 
Response
The Minister acknowledges the point raised regarding the completeness of the GCFCA country list.
The Minister will ensure that any amending legislation fully and accurately reflects the composition of the GCFCA, including the inclusion of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Respondents did not raise any wider concerns regarding:
· road safety impacts;
· enforcement challenges; or
· equality considerations.





Conclusion
Having considered all responses, the Minister has concluded that the proposals provide a proportionate and necessary modernisation of current arrangements. Feedback indicates that the proposals are proportionate, practical, and aligned with existing systems in Great Britain and internationally.
Next Steps
The Minister will bring forward amending legislation at the earliest opportunity to implement all of the consultation proposals, ensuring that the legislation accurately reflects the full composition of the GCFCA.
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