Statutory Rules of Northern Ireland

2026 No. 
ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES

The Control of Traffic (Belfast) Order (Northern Ireland) 2026
Made
-
-
-
-
2026
Coming into operation
-
2026
The Department for Infrastructure(
) makes the following Order in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 4(1), (2) and (3) of the Road Traffic Regulation (Northern Ireland) Order 1997(
) (“the 1997 Order”) and now vested in it(
).

In accordance with Articles 4(6) of, and paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 1 to the 1997 Order, the Department has consulted such persons as it considers appropriate.

The Department has published a notice in compliance with paragraphs 1 and 3 of that Schedule.

(Here will follow, where appropriate, recitals of the fact of any written objection or other representation received or inquiry held and the outcome thereof).

Citation and commencement and interpretation 
1. — LISTNUM "SEQ1" \l 2  This Order may be cited as the Control of Traffic (Belfast) Order (Northern Ireland) 2026 and shall come into operation on 2026.
In this Order—

“cycle” has the same meaning as in the Order of 1995(
); and

“cycle track” means the areas of carriageway, footpaths or footways specified in the Schedules.

Use of cycle tracks

2. — LISTNUM "SEQ1" \l 2  A person may ride a cycle in a cycle track specified in the Schedules.

Persons riding a cycle along a cycle track specified in Schedules 2 and 3 should do so on the left or near side of the cycle track, having regard to the direction they are proceeding.

Nothing in this Order shall prohibit the use of a cycle track specified in Schedule 3 by pedestrians.
Prohibition of waiting on a cycle track

3.  No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to wait wholly or partly on a cycle track or on a footway, verge or kerb adjacent to the cycle track.
Amendments 

4. — LISTNUM "SEQ1" \l 2  Schedule 1 of The Prohibition of Waiting (Schools) Order (Northern Ireland) 2021(
) is amended in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3).
Delete item no. 8 relating to Ravenhill Road, Belfast.

For item no. 7 substitute the following—

	 SYMBOL 147 \* MERGEFORMAT 7.
	Ravenhill Road, Belfast (west side) – from a point 34 metres north of its junction with St. Jude’s Parade to a point 58 metres north of that junction.
	8.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. and 2.20 p.m. to 3.30 p.m.
	Monday to Friday inclusive SYMBOL 148 \* MERGEFORMAT 


5. — LISTNUM "SEQ1" \l 2  The Cycle Routes Order (Northern Ireland) 2008(
) is amended in accordance with paragraphs (2) to (5).
For item no. 7 of Schedule 1 substitute the following—

	 SYMBOL 147 \* MERGEFORMAT 7.
	The generally northbound part of the carriageway of Ormeau Embankment, Belfast from its junction with Ormeau Road to a point 151 metres south of its junction with the access to the River Lagan Walkway, broken only by a gap adjacent to a lay-by. The area is bounded on its western and northern side by the kerbline of Ormeau Embankment and on its southern and eastern side by a white line. SYMBOL 148 \* MERGEFORMAT 


For item no. 8 of Schedule 1 substitute the following—
	 SYMBOL 147 \* MERGEFORMAT 8.
	The generally southbound part of the carriageway of Ormeau Embankment, Belfast from its junction with Ormeau Road to a point 151 metres south of its junction with the access to the River Lagan Walkway, broken only by a gap adjacent to a lay-by. The area is bounded on its western side by the kerbline of Ormeau Embankment and on its southern and eastern side by a white line. SYMBOL 148 \* MERGEFORMAT 


In Schedule 2 delete item nos. 261 and 262 relating to Ravenhill Road, Belfast.

In Schedule 3, for item no. 29 substitute the following—

	 SYMBOL 147 \* MERGEFORMAT 29.
	The north-eastern footway of Ormeau Road, Belfast from its junction with Fitzwilliam Avenue to a point 260 metres south of that junction.
	Southerly SYMBOL 148 \* MERGEFORMAT 



Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department for Infrastructure on 2026
(L.S.)


 

A senior officer of the Department for Infrastructure

SCHEDULE 1
Article 2(1)
SEGREGATED ONE-WAY CYCLE TRACK

	The eastern side of Ormeau Embankment, Belfast from a point 12 metres south of its junction with the Ozone Complex for a distance of 72 metres in a southerly direction.



SCHEDULE 2
Article 2(1)
SEGREGATED TWO-WAY CYCLE TRACK

	1.
	The southern side of Ormeau Embankment, Belfast from its junction with Ravenhill Road to a point 28 metres north of its junction with the Ozone Complex, bounded on its northern side by a buffer and southern side by a kerbline, broken only by gaps for access to Ormeau Park. 

	2.
	The eastern side of Ravenhill Road, Belfast from a point 50 metres south of its junction with Ravenhill Park for a distance of 704 metres in a southerly direction, bounded on its eastern side by a kerbline and on its western side by a buffer, broken only by gaps for side roads, signalised crossing facilities and access purposes.

	3.
	The western side of Ravenhill Road, Belfast from its junction with Ormeau Embankment to a point 26 metres north of its junction with Park Road, bounded on its western side by a kerbline and on its eastern side by a buffer, broken only by gaps for signalised crossing facilities and access purposes. 



SCHEDULE 3
Article 2(1)
SHARED FOOTWAY/CYCLE TRACKS

	1.
	The northern footway of the entrance to Aquinas Grammar School from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 5 metres in an easterly direction.

	2.
	The southern footway of the entrance to Aquinas Grammar School from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 5 metres in an easterly direction.

	3.
	The northern footway on Ardenlee Avenue from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 11 metres in an easterly direction.

	4.
	The southern footway on Ardenlee Avenue from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 8 metres in an easterly direction.

	5.
	The northern footway of the entrance to Cherryvale Playing Fields from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 12 metres in an easterly direction.

	6.
	The northern footway on Florida Street from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 7 metres in an easterly direction.

	7.
	The southern footway on Florida Street from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 6 metres in an easterly direction.

	8.
	The eastern footway on Ormeau Embankment from its junction with the Ozone Complex for a distance of 11 metres in a southerly direction.

	9.
	The eastern footway on Ormeau Embankment from its junction with the Ozone Complex for a distance of 29 metres in a northerly direction.

	10.
	The western footway on Ormeau Embankment from its junction with the River Lagan Walkway for a distance of 73 metres in a northerly direction.

	11.
	The western footway on Ormeau Embankment from its junction with the River Lagan Walkway for a distance of 150 metres in a southerly direction.

	12.
	The northern footway at the entrance to the Ozone Complex from its junction with Ormeau Embankment for a distance of 22 metres in an easterly direction.

	13.
	The eastern footway of Ravenhill Road from its junction with the entrance to Aquinas Grammar School for a distance of 4 metres in a southerly direction.

	14.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from its junction with Ardenlee Avenue for a distance of 11 metres in a southerly direction.

	15.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from its junction with Ardenlee Avenue for a distance of 25 metres in a northerly direction.

	16.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from its junction with the entrance to Cherryvale Playing Fields for a distance of 4 metres in a southerly direction.

	17.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road, from its junction with the entrance to Cherryvale Playing Fields for a distance of 25 metres in a northerly direction.

	18.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from its junction with Florida Street for a distance of 3 metres in a northerly direction.

	19.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road, from its junction with Florida Street for a distance of 12 metres in a southerly direction.

	20.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 43 metres south of its junction with Nazareth House Care Village for a distance of 28 metres in a southerly direction.

	21.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from its junction with Ravenhill Park for a distance of 50 metres in a southerly direction.

	22.
	The eastern footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 34 metres south of its junction with Ravensdene Park for a distance of 19 metres in a south-easterly direction.

	23.
	The northern footway on Park Road from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 7 metres in a westerly direction.

	24.
	The northern footway on Rosetta Park from a point 7 metres east of its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 41 metres in a north-westerly direction.

	25.
	The southern footway on Park Road from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 6 metres in a westerly direction.

	26.
	The southern footway on Ravenhill Park from its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 9 metres in an easterly direction.

	27.
	The southern footway on Rosetta Park  from a point 6 metres east of its junction with Ravenhill Road for a distance of 5 metres in a south-westerly direction.

	28.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 150 metres south of its junction with Ormeau Embankment for a distance of 16 metres in a southerly direction.

	29.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 449 metres south of its junction with Ormeau Embankment for a distance of 16 metres in a southerly direction.

	30.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road from its junction with Park Road for a distance of 8 metres in a southerly direction.

	31.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road, from its junction with Park Road for a distance of 25 metres in a northerly direction.

	32.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 170 metres north of its junction with Park Road for a distance of 16 metres in a northerly direction.

	33.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 455 metres north of its junction with Park Road for a distance of 16 metres in a northerly direction.

	34.
	The western footway on Ravenhill Road from a point 83 metres south of its junction with South Parade for a distance of 25 metres in a southerly direction.


Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Infrastructure on 2026
(L.S.)


 

A senior officer of the Department for Infrastructure
EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order)

This Order—

amends the Prohibition of Waiting (Schools) Order (Northern Ireland) 2021 by removing restrictions on Ravenhill Road, Belfast. 

amends the Cycle Routes Order (Northern Ireland) 2008 by deleting or substituting existing cycle lanes and cycle tracks on Ormeau Embankment, Ormeau Road and Ravenhill Road, Belfast.
The Order will also provide-

(a) a segregated one-way cycle track on Ormeau Embankment, Belfast (Schedule 1);
(b) segregated two-way cycle tracks on Ormeau Embankment and Ravenhill Road, Belfast (Schedule 2); and
(c) shared footway/cycle tracks in the Ormeau Embankment and Ravenhill Road areas of Belfast (Schedule 3).  

Any person who acts in contravention of this Order (except Article 4) shall be guilty of an offence under the Road Traffic Regulation (Northern Ireland) Order 1997 (“the Regulation Order”) and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale (1,000) in accordance with the Road Traffic Offenders (Northern Ireland) Order 1996 as amended by the Regulation Order.

Any person who acts in contravention of Article 4 of this Order shall be liable to a penalty charge (£90) payable in accordance with the Traffic Management (Northern Ireland) Order 2005 and the Penalty Charges (Prescribed Amounts) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006.

Traffic signs and road markings indicating the effect of this Order will in due course be placed on the roads.
(�)	Formerly the Department for Regional Development; see section 1(6) and (11) of, and Schedule 1 to, the Departments Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 (2016 c. 5 (N.I.))


(�)	S.I. 1997/276 (N.I. 2)


(�)	S.R. 1999 No. 481 Article 6(d) and Schedule 4 Part IV


(�)	S.I. 1995/2994 (N.I. 18)


(�)	S.R. 2021 No. 12 as amended by S.R. 2021 No. 227, S.R. 2021 No. 264, S.R. 2021 No. 295, S.R. 2022 No. 270, S.R. 2024 No. 110 and S.R. 2025 No. 160


(�)	S.R. 2008 No. 317: last relevant amending Order is S.R. 2025 No. 144





�Is there something up with the formatting here? 
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