	
	
	



DEPARTMENT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
SECTION 75 EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY SCREENING ANALYSIS FORM
The purpose of this form is to help you to consider whether a new policy (either internal or external) or legislation will require a full equality impact assessment (EQIA).  Those policies identified as having significant implications for equality of opportunity must be subject to full EQIA.
The form will provide a record of the factors taken into account if a policy is screened out, or excluded for EQIA.  It will provide a basis for quarterly consultation on the outcome of the screening exercise, and will be referenced in the biannual review of progress made to the Minister and in the Annual Report to the Equality Commission.
Further advice on completion of this form and the screening process including relevant contact information can be accessed via the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Intranet site (Equality Intranet page). 

HUMAN RIGHTS ACT - refer to the Equality Intranet page
When considering the impact of this policy you should also consider if there would be any Human Rights implications.   Guidance is at:
· https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/articles/human-rights-and-public-authorities

Should this be appropriate you will need to complete a Human Rights Impact Assessment.  A template is at:
· https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/publications/human-rights-impact-assessment-proforma 


Don’t forget to RURAL PROOF - refer to the Equality Intranet page.


Part 1. Policy scoping

The first stage of the screening process involves scoping the policy under consideration.  The purpose of policy scoping is to help prepare the background and context and set out the aims and objectives for the policy, being screened.  At this stage, scoping the policy will help identify potential constraints as well as opportunities and will help the policy maker work through the screening process on a step by step basis.

Public authorities should remember that the Section 75 statutory duties apply to internal policies (relating to people who work for the authority), as well as external policies (relating to those who are, or could be, served by the authority).

Information about the policy 

Name of the policy

Cross Pavement Solutions – Use of a cable cover for EV charging at homes without a driveway
_______________________________________________________

Is this an existing, revised or a new policy?

New Policy 
____________________________________________________

What is it trying to achieve? (intended aims/outcomes) 

Cross pavement solutions for EV owners without a driveway to provide convenient access to a connection to the individual home chargers’ electricity supply.
______________________________________________________

Are there any Section 75 categories which might be expected to benefit from the intended policy?
If so, explain how. 

Any person in a Section 75 (s75) category who is a property owner without off-street parking and who requires access to an electric vehicle charging connection will benefit from the correct implementation of this policy. _______________________________________________________

Who initiated or wrote the policy? 

Department for Infrastructure (DfI), Transport Decarbonisation Unit in conjunction with TRAM Senior Engineering Team
_____________________________________________________

Who owns and who implements the policy?

The Department for Infrastructure, Transport and Road Asset Management 
_____________________________________________

Background

Not all motorists in Northern Ireland who drive electric cars have easy access to charging their vehicles at their own home and as such the Department committed to exploring solutions to this issue.
 
Home-charging is just one of several ways in which an Electric Vehicle can be charged. Latest available statistics indicate that there are now 680 publicly accessible charge points provided by various charge point operators at a range of locations including charging hubs, fuelling stations, Park & Ride sites, local amenities such as leisure centres and at destinations such as hotels and retail centres.

In Northern Ireland home-charging is the least expensive form of charging an Electric Vehicle (EV). It is estimated that throughout Northern Ireland approximately 80% of EV and potential EV owners will have access to a driveway or other curtilage to allow a convenient home-charging solution.  This indicates that 20%, (4800) EV owners, do not have direct access to home-charging, around 2.3 in every 100 car owners. In Belfast however this figure rises to 60% of households have no access to a driveway in Belfast. (Steer Group Report in 2021).  Those homes normally have on street parking and as such would seek to charge their cars by cross pavement charging. Transport Decarbonisation Unit (TDU) within DfI has explored options to address how those 20% of EV owners can safely charge their EVs via cross pavement charging. 

There are two solutions currently utilised in GB that could facilitate cross pavement charging for EV owners in NI relatively quickly: the use of an engineered channel or a specifically designed cable protector. 
The ‘engineered channel’, where the footway is excavated to allow for the installation of a cable channel which extends across the footway from the property to the kerb line. In this instance the cable is retractable, and the channel is closed between uses. This solution is currently in use in several local authorities in GB. Both the application processes and authority arrangements have been developed to allow highway authorities to sanction installations through Street Works licenses or equivalent public authority. Ownership and liability approaches differ between local authorities, with some adopting and/or maintaining the channels whilst others rely on models which can include either contractual arrangements between the owner and the relevant installer or personal ownership including the provision of liability insurance.  The costs associated with this solution are significant for the applicant and could exceed £2500.

The use of ‘cable protectors’ that are widely used in construction, street works, and workplace environments to prevent tripping hazards and safely protect cables.  These are relatively low cost and therefore may be more attractive to homeowners in need of such solutions for home charging.  The nature of the temporary placing and removal of these cable protectors places the liability and responsibility with the user. 

This solution which is readily available in the commercial market has been authorised for use by EV owners in several local authorities (LAs) in Great Britain (GB) including Hampshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Warwickshire County Councils.  

Accessibility and Highway Safety remain a priority when considering cross pavement solutions and consideration is needed around: 
· Accessibility for all users of the footway
· Lighting  
· Specifications of equipment/apparatus  
· Use of equipment/apparatus including taking reasonable care to prevent an accident or trip -the use of a warning sign 
· Level of Pedestrian Footfall 

Upon investigation of the solutions currently available and the procedures operated by local authorities in GB to authorise installations, DfI has been reassured that the models operating and in use in GB are robust, have been designed to mitigate against accidents, and meet public liability requirements, whilst providing a connection to an individual’s home electricity supply.  As well as looking at best practise in other jurisdictions TDU also engaged with IMTAC to consider any potential impacts of each solution on the S75 identities the organisation represents, particularly people are disabled, older men and women and people who are dependants. We also engaged with Motability Operations. IMTAC has provided feedback on the solutions. 

The position in Ireland is similar to GB in that individual LAs are taking decisions on solutions available and these vary across the country.   

Electric car owners could face legal action if someone trips over their cable, cable protector or engineered solution while charging their EV.  Some insurance companies do specify the insurance cover is for charging cable provided by the manufacturer for accidental damage, fire and theft. Other insurance companies state: ‘We’ll provide cover if you’re found to be responsible for causing an accident with your electric charging cable when it's attached to your car and in use, as long as you've taken care to prevent an accident’.  

A resident must check with their home and car insurance company and ensure their policy covers if someone trips over their cable or cable protector and injures themself, or a faulty cable breaks something unexpectedly.  


The Department will publish advice for use of a proprietary product) that the homeowner is required to purchase and also (as required by the Highway Code in England) recommend displaying a warning sign as an extra step in taking reasonable care to notify footway users that a protector is being used to satisfy insurance companies that appropriate steps have been taken to minimise any risk.    

Engineered solutions can be accommodated through the Street Works Licensing (SWL) process. This Option would place a staff resource burden on the Department, although experience from Roads Divisions to date has shown that there have not been many enquires but this could increase if the Department publish the need to protect cables. If a resident is considering this option, it is important they are aware of the costs and suitability requirements before proceeding with this process.  Therefore, the Department will publish Information for a Resident considering this option.

Implementation factors

Are there any factors which could contribute to/detract from the intended aim/outcome of the policy/decision?   Yes

Financial - Yes. 

Electric Vehicle owners: There are financial implications for those who wish to install an EV charger and charge their vehicle across a footpath. 

Legislation – Yes.

The ZEV Mandate and The Vehicles Emissions Trading Schemes (VETS)(Amendments) Order 2024, and Climate Change Act (NI) 2022.

other, please specify: None

Main stakeholders affected

Who are the internal and external stakeholders (actual or potential) that the policy will impact upon? (please delete as appropriate)

· EV owners
· Pedestrians




Other policies with a bearing on this policy

· what are they?
The ZEV Mandate and The Vehicles Emissions Trading Schemes (VETS)(Amendments) Order 2024 came into effect in January 2025. This will see the phasing out of new petrol and diesel fuelled cars over intervening years to 2030/2035.

· who owns them?
The Department of Infrastructure and the Wider UK Government policy.











Available evidence 

Evidence to help inform the screening process may take many forms.  Public authorities should ensure that their screening decision is informed by relevant data. The Commission has produced this guide to signpost to S75 data.  Also refer to the Equality Intranet page for some evidence sources.

What evidence/information (both qualitative and quantitative) have you gathered to inform this policy?  Specify details for each of the Section 75 categories.

[bookmark: _Hlk221011952]As of June 2025, there were more than 1.3 million registered vehicles in Northern Ireland.
These figures show:
· 39,259 Battery Electric/Hybrid (EV) vehicles on our roads in June 2025 which is an increase of 11,679 from 2024 (37,762 of these are cars) 
· Total EVs for comparison were 27,580 in 2024; 22,805 in 2023; 14,452 in 2022; and 8,855 in 2021
· 2.95% of vehicles in Northern Ireland are EVs (3.5% of cars)

20% of NI households do not have access to off-street parking and are subsequently restricted in their ability to charge an electric vehicle (EV) (Steer Group Report in 2021).  The report also notes “60% of households have no access to a driveway in Belfast”. 

The importance of Motability to EV growth here cannot be overstated in respect of both the new and second-hand car market. The scheme is delivering new low and zero emission vehicles to the market at a remarkable pace, with the number of pure Battery Electric vehicles purchased under the scheme having doubled year on year for the last three years consecutively in Northern Ireland as detailed below. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk221012622]The Motability fleet numbers approximately 55,000 vehicles. 92% of Motability leases (typically 3 years) are renewed with a new vehicle.
· Motability sales accounted for 47% of 2024 new car sales (Nov 2024 data)
· This includes a total of 7,823 EVs (Battery Electric & Hybrid vehicles)
· 27% of the Motability fleet are now EVs (14,436 vehicles). Motability intend to be all-electric by 2032.


Religious belief evidence / information: 

[bookmark: _Hlk197884619]The 2021 Census a population in Northern Ireland of 1.9 million is recorded. (2021 Census | Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency). The Census records that the breakdown of religious belief in NI is Catholic 45.7%; Protestant and other Christian background (including Christian related) 43.48%; Other Religions 1.5% and No Religion 9.32%. 

Whilst statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles and 30,000 registered electric vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by religious belief.  However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

Political Opinion evidence / information: 

The General Election 2024 results reflected political opinion as follows: Sinn Fein 27%, DUP 22.1%, SDLP 11.1%, Alliance 15%, UUP 12.2%, TUV 6.2%, Others 6.4%.

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by political opinion. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

Racial Group evidence / information:  

The 2021 Census provides an ethnicity breakdown of the NI population as follows: White 96.55%; Irish Traveller 0.14%; Roma 0.08%; Indian 0.52%; Chinese 0.50%; Filipino 0.23%; Pakistani 0.08%; Arab 0.10%; Other Asian 0.28%; Black African 0.42%; Black Other 0.16%; Mixed 0.76%; and Other Ethnicities 0.19%. 

Whilst statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles and 30,000 registered electric vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Racial Group. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

Age evidence / information:  

Census 2021 data showed that the age groups in Northern Ireland were 0-4 years (6.0%), 5-9 years (6.5%), 10-14 years (6.7%), 15-19 years (5.9%), 20-24 years (5.9%), 25-29 years (6.1%), 30-34 years (6.6%), 35-39 years (6.7%), 40- 44 years (6.4%), 45-49 (6.4%), 50-54 years (6.9%), 55-59 years (6.8%), 60-64 years (5.9%), 65-69 years (4.9%), 70-74 years (4.4%), 75-79 years (3.5%), 80- 84 years (2.3%), 85-90 years (1.4%) and 90+ years (0.7%). 

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Age. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

In recognising that there is a potential negative impact to pedestrians who are older the Department We have engaged with The Inclusive Mobility and Transport Advisory Committee (IMTAC) and Motability Operations on the accessibility of the solutions.  IMTAC have provided feedback on the solutions, they have advised there are willing to work with the department to gather evidence including piloting, user testing and evaluating the use of both charging methods.

Marital Status evidence / information:  

Census data showed that in 2021 current marital status in Northern Ireland was: single (38.07%), married (45.59%), in a civil partnership (0.18%), Separated (3.78%), divorced/dissolved partnership (6.02%) and widowed (6.36%). 

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Marital Status. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

Sexual Orientation evidence / information:  

Census data showed that in 2021 the main current sexual orientations in Northern Ireland were straight or heterosexual (90%), gay or lesbian (1.17%), and bisexual (0.75%). 

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Sexual Orientation. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

Men & Women generally evidence / information:  

Census data showed that in 2021 in Northern Ireland females were 50.81% of the population and males were 49.19% of the population. 

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Men & Women. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.

Disability evidence / information:  

Census data showed that, in 2021 in Northern Ireland 11.45 % of the population had their activities affected a lot by long term health problems or disability, 12.88% of the population had their day-to-day activities affected a little by long term health problems. It also indicates that nearly 45% of households in Northern Ireland have one or more people in the household with a disability (40% for 2011 Census).

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Disability. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy. In recognising that there is a potential negative impact to pedestrians who are disabled the Department  engaged with The Inclusive Mobility and Transport Advisory Committee (IMTAC) and Motability Operations on the accessibility of the solutions.  IMTAC have provided feedback on the solutions and will work with the department to gather evidence including piloting, user testing and evaluating.

Dependants evidence / information:  

In the 2021 Census out of a population of 1.9 million the following statistics were recorded for dependents in Northern Ireland: 34% per cent of households contained dependent children and 40% contained at least one person with a long-term health problem or disability; made up of those households with dependent children (9.2%) and those with no dependent children (31%). 

While the statistics show that there are approximately 1.3m registered vehicles in Northern Ireland as of June 2024 this data is not broken down by Dependants. However, it is likely that those who fall into this group and own an  electric vehicle will be positively impacted by this policy.





Needs, experiences and priorities

Taking into account the information referred to above, what are the different needs, experiences and priorities of each of the following categories, in relation to the particular policy/decision?  
(Specify details of the needs, experiences and priorities for each of the Section 75 categories below).

The primary aim of this policy is to introduce charging solutions for EV owners, irrespective of their S75 identity, who do not have a driveway and are parked on the kerbside outside their home. That said the Department is also conscious of any potential health and safety impact to all s75 identities but in particular older people, those with a disability and dependants and as such has engaged with IMTAC.  

[bookmark: _Hlk197887122]Religious belief:  

The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so. 

The Department recognises that the cable protector solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.

Political Opinion: 

The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so. 

The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.

Racial Group:  

The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so.
 
The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.

Age:
  
The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so.
 
The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.

Marital status: 
 
The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so. 

The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.


Sexual orientation: 
 
The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so. 

The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.

Men and Women Generally: 
 
The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so. 

The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.

Disability: 

The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so.
 
The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.


Dependants: 

The need and priority for an owner of an electric vehicle who identifies with this s75 group and who does not have a driveway, is a solution to charging their vehicle outside their home.  As outlined in the sections above it is more cost effective to charge an electric vehicle at the owners’ home and as such this policy provides two options to do so. 

The Department recognises that the second solution might impact on pedestrians and as such has been engaging with IMTAC regarding evidence gathering, piloting and user testing of the policy. Encouraging the use of electric vehicles and providing an infrastructure to use EV will lead to growth and as such supporting climate change which will have a positive impact to all s75 groups.




Part 2. Screening questions 

Introduction 

In making a decision as to whether or not there is a need to carry out an equality impact assessment, the public authority should consider its answers to the questions 1-4 which are given on pages 66-68 of this Guide.

If the public authority’s conclusion is none in respect of all of the Section 75 equality of opportunity and/or good relations categories, then the public authority may decide to screen the policy out.  If a policy is ‘screened out’ as having no relevance to equality of opportunity or good relations, a public authority should give details of the reasons for the decision taken. 

If the public authority’s conclusion is major in respect of one or more of the Section 75 equality of opportunity and/or good relations categories, then consideration should be given to subjecting the policy to the equality impact assessment procedure. 

If the public authority’s conclusion is minor in respect of one or more of the Section 75 equality categories and/or good relations categories, then consideration should still be given to proceeding with an equality impact assessment, or to:

· measures to mitigate the adverse impact; or
· the introduction of an alternative policy to better promote equality of opportunity and/or good relations.

In favour of a ‘major’ impact

a) The policy is significant in terms of its strategic importance;
b) Potential  equality impacts are unknown, because, for example, there is insufficient data upon which to make an assessment  or because they are complex, and it would be appropriate to conduct an equality impact assessment in order to better assess them;
c) Potential equality and/or good relations impacts are likely to be adverse or are likely to be experienced disproportionately by groups of people including those who are marginalised or disadvantaged;
d) Further assessment offers a valuable way to examine the evidence and develop recommendations in respect of a policy about which there are concerns amongst affected individuals and representative groups, for example in respect of multiple identities;
e) The policy is likely to be challenged by way of judicial review;
f) The policy is significant in terms of expenditure.

In favour of ‘minor’ impact

a) The policy is not unlawfully discriminatory and any residual potential impacts on people are judged to be negligible;
b) The policy, or certain proposals within it, are potentially unlawfully discriminatory, but this possibility can readily and easily be eliminated by making appropriate changes to the policy or by adopting appropriate mitigating measures;
c) Any asymmetrical equality impacts caused by the policy are intentional because they are specifically designed to promote equality of opportunity for particular groups of disadvantaged people;
d) By amending the policy there are better opportunities to better promote equality of opportunity and/or good relations.

In favour of none
	
a) The policy has no relevance to equality of opportunity or good relations.
b) The policy is purely technical in nature and will have no bearing in terms of its likely impact on equality of opportunity or good relations for people within the equality and good relations categories.	

Taking into account the evidence presented above, consider and comment on the likely impact on equality of opportunity and good relations for those affected by this policy, in any way, for each of the equality and good relations categories, by applying the screening questions given overleaf and indicate the level of impact on the group i.e. minor, major or none. Screening questions 

1. What is the likely impact on equality of opportunity for those affected by this policy, for each of the Section 75 equality categories? 

(Please provide details of the likely policy impacts and determine the level of impact for each S75 categories below i.e. either minor, major or none).


Details of the likely policy impacts on Religious belief:
 
These EV solutions will have a positive impact for EV owners enabling them to access charging from their home. It also has a potentially positive impact on climate change.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk197887401]What is the level of impact?  Minor positive


Details of the likely policy impacts on Political Opinion:
 
As outlined above at religious belief.

What is the level of impact?  Minor positive


Details of the likely policy impacts on Racial Group: 

As outlined above at religious belief.

What is the level of impact?  Minor positive

Details of the likely policy impacts on Age:
 
As outlined above at religious belief. As already indicated, the Department is working with IMTAC on piloting the policy to consider potential impacts on pedestrians who are older, disabled and are dependant carers.

What is the level of impact?  Minor positive for EV owners. Potentially  minor negative for pedestrians at this stage pending outcome of work with IMTAC.


Details of the likely policy impacts on Marital Status:
 
As outlined above at religious belief.

What is the level of impact?  Minor positive


Details of the likely policy impacts on Sexual Orientation:
 
As outlined at religious belief.

What is the level of impact Minor positive


Details of the likely policy impacts on Men and Women:
 
As outlined at religious belief.

What is the level of impact?  Minor positive


Details of the likely policy impacts on Disability:
 
As outlined above at Age.

What is the level of impact?  Minor positive for EV owners. Potentially  minor negative for pedestrians at this stage pending outcome of work with IMTAC.


Details of the likely policy impacts on Dependants: 

As outlined at Age.

What is the level of impact? Minor positive

2. Are there opportunities to better promote equality of opportunity for people within the Section 75 equalities categories? No
(Detail opportunities of how this policy could promote equality of opportunity for people within each of the Section 75 Categories below).

Religious Belief - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity. 

Political Opinion - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity. 




Racial Group - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity.

Age - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity.

Marital Status - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity. 


Sexual Orientation - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity.

Men and Women generally - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity.

Disability - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity.



Dependants - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles for EV owners irrespective of their s75 group. As such there is no opportunity to better promote equality of opportunity.

3. To what extent is the policy likely to impact on good relations between people of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group? 

Please provide details of the likely policy impact  and determine the level of impact for each of the categories below i.e. either minor, major or none.

Details of the likely policy impacts on Religious belief: 

The policy is unlikely to impact on good relations.

What is the level of impact?  None

Details of the likely policy impacts on Political Opinion: 

The policy is unlikely to impact on good relations.

What is the level of impact?  None

Details of the likely policy impacts on Racial Group: 

The policy is unlikely to impact on good relations.

What is the level of impact?  None

4. Are there opportunities to better promote good relations between people of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group? 

No - the policy’s aim to provide solutions to electric vehicle car owners who wish to charge their car outside their home at the kerbside. 

Detail opportunities of how this policy could better promote good relations for people within each of the Section 75 Categories below:


Religious Belief - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles.

Political Opinion - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles.

Racial Group - 
If No, provide reasons: 

This policy provides technical and practical solutions to access charging for electric vehicles.

Additional considerations

Multiple identity

Generally speaking, people can fall into more than one Section 75 category.  Taking this into consideration, are there any potential impacts of the policy/decision on people with multiple identities?  
(Every citizen belongs to more than one group - For example: disabled minority ethnic people; disabled women; young Protestant men; and young lesbians, gay and bisexual people). 

Each Section 75 identity combines to make society in general. Introducing a proposal to assist with assisting climate change will have a positive impact on society in general. That said the Department does understand that one of the options to support home electric charging may have an impact on section s75 groups outlined below and is working with IMTAC on user testing the policy.  

Provide details of data on the impact of the policy on people with multiple identities.  Specify relevant Section 75 categories concerned.

· Age – older people
· Disability
· Dependants

Part 3. Screening decision

If the decision is not to conduct an equality impact assessment, please provide details of the reasons.

Based on the anticipated positive impact for end users the Department has made the decision that a full EQIA is not required.

The Department is also working with IMTAC on piloting the policy to identify any potential impacts to S75 pedestrians and potential solutions to identified issues. The decision at this stage is that an EQIA is not required.


If the decision is not to conduct an equality impact assessment the public authority should consider if the policy should be mitigated or an alternative policy be introduced - please provide details of this consideration.

No policy is to provide technical solutions to home charging for EV users, irrespective of Section 75 identity, who only have kerbside parking.   



If the decision is to subject the policy to an equality impact assessment, please provide details of the reasons.


N/A



All public authorities’ equality schemes must state the authority’s arrangements for assessing and consulting on the likely impact of policies adopted or proposed to be adopted by the authority on the promotion of equality of opportunity.  The Commission recommends screening and equality impact assessment as the tools to be utilised for such assessments.  Further advice on equality impact assessment may be found in a separate Commission publication: Practical Guidance on Equality Impact Assessment.

Mitigation 

When the public authority concludes that the likely impact is ‘minor’ and an equality impact assessment is not to be conducted, the public authority may consider mitigation to lessen the severity of any equality impact, or the introduction of an alternative policy to better promote equality of opportunity or good relations.

Can the policy/decision be amended or changed or an alternative policy introduced to better promote equality of opportunity and/or good relations? 

No

If so, give the reasons to support your decision, together with the proposed changes/amendments or alternative policy.



Timetabling and prioritising

Factors to be considered in timetabling and prioritising policies for equality impact assessment.

If the policy has been ‘screened in’ for equality impact assessment, then please answer the following questions to determine its priority for timetabling the equality impact assessment.

On a scale of 1-3, with 1 being the lowest priority and 3 being the highest, assess the policy in terms of its priority for equality impact assessment.

Priority criterion [choose 1 2 or 3 if a full EQIA is to take place]

Effect on equality of opportunity and good relations 	Rating 1, 2 or3
Social need							Rating 1, 2 or3
Effect on people’s daily lives					Rating 1, 2 or3
Relevance to a public authority’s functions		Rating 1, 2 or 3

Note: The Total Rating Score should be used to prioritise the policy in rank order with other policies screened in for equality impact assessment.  This list of priorities will assist the public authority in timetabling.  Details of the Public Authority’s Equality Impact Assessment Timetable should be included in the quarterly Screening Report.

Is the policy affected by timetables established by other relevant public authorities?

No

If yes, please provide details.

N/A

Part 4. Monitoring

Public authorities should consider the guidance contained in the Commission’s Monitoring Guidance for Use by Public Authorities (July 2007). 

The Commission recommends that where the policy has been amended or an alternative policy introduced, the public authority should monitor more broadly than for adverse impact (See Benefits, P.9-10, paras 2.13 – 2.20 of the Monitoring Guidance).

Effective monitoring will help the public authority identify any future adverse impact arising from the policy which may lead the public authority to conduct an equality impact assessment, as well as help with future planning and policy development.



Part 5 - Approval and authorisation

Screened by: 		Claire McAleavey
Position/Job Title: 	Deputy Head of Transport Decarbonisation Unit
Date: 			07.01.26

Approved by: 		Emma Stockman
Position/Job Title: 	Head of Transport Decarbonisation Unit
Date:				29/04/2026


Note: A copy of the Screening Template, for each policy screened should be ‘signed off’ and approved by a senior manager responsible for the policy, made easily accessible on the public authority’s website as soon as possible following completion and made available on request. 

For Equality Team Completion:
Date Received:					09/04/2026
Amendments Requested: Yes / No		Yes
Date Returned to Business Area: 			13/04/2026
Date Final Version Received / Agreed:		29/04/2026
Date Published on DfI’s Section 75 webpage:	30/04/2026
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