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3.3.3. S3 (Grid Reference ) 
S3 is located at the   

 (Plate 2), outside , and  and 
.  The sett has one entrance that extends . 

In 2025, no evidence of current activity by badgers was recorded at S3 with vegetation covering the sett 
entrance.  S3 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 4-years. 

  

Plate 1: S1 Plate 2: S3 

 

3.3.4. S4 (Grid Reference ) 
S4 is located at the  (Plate 3),  

    .  The sett has three 
entrances although only one of the entrances has been in continuous use throughout the survey period and 
with well-worn paths extending along the   of 
the entrance and linking to other setts.  This is also the only sett where dung pits have been recorded in close 
proximity to the sett entrance.  It was for the constant use all year round and level of activity that it is was 
classified as a main sett in 2022  

In 2025, no evidence of current activity by badgers was recorded at S4.  At entrance 4a although the sett 
entrance was swept clean, there was no fresh excavated soil or bedding present, but had been used within 
the previous 12 months.  Entrance 4b was found to be fully blocked due the collapse of the tunnel.  Entrance 
4c was found with vegetation growing over the entrance and no evidence was present to indicate badger 
activity.  However, there was a strong odour of fox at this entrance.  S4 is currently assessed as having Low 
activity levels for entrance 4a only. 

3.3.5. S5 (Grid Reference )  
S5 is located in an (Plate 4)  

  
Historically classed as a one entrance outlier sett present under dense gorse.   

During the visit in 2025, entrance 5a was found to be completely filled with gorse litter with no evidence of 
recent badger activity.  In an adjacent earth/stone bank, two rabbit burrows with rabbit droppings at each 
entrance were also found to be present.  Whilst both entrances 5b and 5c had enlarged entrances, the tunnels 
quickly narrow.  There was no excavated soil at the front of the entrances and no evidence of badger activity 
found. 

S5 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 4-years at entrance 5a and with 
entrances 5b and 5c too small for badger. 
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Plate 3: S4 (Entrance 4a) Plate 4: S5 (Entrances 5b and 5c) 

 

3.3.6. S6 (Grid Reference ) 
S6  is located in  (Plate 5)  

Historically the five entrances were recorded as an outlier sett by 
SLR. 

In 2025, only three entrances were found.   
 destroying  two of the previously recorded entrances.  All of the entrances are considered to 

be too small for badger and no evidence of badger activity found at this location.   

Rabbit are still active in the location with rabbit dropping present on both mounds. 

S6 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 4-years. 

3.3.7. S7 (Grid Reference ) 
S7 is located a  (Plate 6)  

Historically the one entrance was recorded as an outlier sett by SLR. 

In 2025, the entrance is enlarged but the tunnel quickly narrows.   There was no excavated soil at the front 
of the entrances and no evidence of recent badger activity found. 

S7 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 6-years. 

  
Plate 5: S6 (Entrance 6c) Plate 6: S7 
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3.3.8. S8 (Grid Reference  
S8 is  (Plate 7)  

Historically the two entrances 
recorded in 2019 have not been found since and it was believed these were lost due to trampling of cattle. 

In 2025, an entrance was found in the historic location of S8.  It is unsure if this is one of the original hole 
recorded, but the entrance considered to be too small for badger and no evidence of badger found. 

S8 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 6-years. 

3.3.9. S9 (Grid Reference ) 
S9 is located a  
(Plate 8) .  
Historically the one entrance was recorded as an outlier sett by SLR. 

In 2025, the entrance was found to be enlarged but the tunnel quickly narrows.   There was no excavated 
soil at the front of the entrances and no evidence of badger activity found. 

S9 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 6-years. 

  
Plate 7: S8 Plate 8: S9 

 

3.3.10. S10 (Grid Reference ) 
S10 is located a  
(Plate 9) .  
Historically the one entrance was recorded an outlier sett by SLR. 

In 2025, the entrance was found to be enlarged but the tunnel quickly narrows.   There was some fine 
excavated soil at the front of the entrances but no evidence of badger activity found. 

S10 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 7-years. 

Rabbit footprints and droppings were present in front of the entrance. 

3.3.11. S11 (Grid Reference ) 
S11 is located a  

(Plate 10)   Historically the one entrance was 
classified an outlier sett by SLR. 

In 2025, the entrance was found to be enlarged but the tunnel quickly narrows and no evidence of badger 
activity found. 

S11 is assessed as being Disused with no badger activity recorded over the last 6-years.5 
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Plate 9: S10 Plate 10: S11 

 

3.3.12. S12 (Grid Reference ) 
S12 is located in a (Plate 11)  

.  Historically the one 
entrance sett was classified an outlier sett. 

In 2025, no evidence of current activity by badgers was recorded at S12.  Although the entrance is clear of 
debris there was no fresh excavated soil or bedding at the sett entrance.  On further inspection it was found 
that there was a potential tunnel collapse approximately 4m from the sett entrance evidence by a relatively 
large and recent hole formed in the ground along the likely line of the sett.  The sett is currently assessed as 
having Low activity levels based on likely usage in the last 12 months.  

3.3.13. S13 (Grid Reference ) 
S13 is located in a (Plate 12)  

  Historically this sett 
was very active and continuously used.  Based on the constant very high levels of activity was classified as a 
main sett.  However, during 2022 and 2023 badgers stopped using this sett and no activity was recorded 
during this period.  However, in 2024 low levels of activity was once again recorded. 

In 2025, a relatively large amount of fresh excavated soil and bedding was present at entrance 4d.  The fresh 
bedding extended for some distance along a defined path leading  

  Other well defined paths connect to and lead from entrances 4a and 4b 
although no fresh excavated soil and bedding was present at these entrances.  Badger footprints were 
evident at the entrance 4d and along the paths leading from this entrance.  S13 is currently assessed as 
having Very High activity levels, particularly in respect to entrance 4d although 4a and 4b are also likely to 
be currently used by badgers. 

  
Plate 11: S12 Plate 12: S13 
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3.3.14. S14 (Grid Reference ) 
S14 is located  

  
Historically the one entrance sett was classified an outlier sett, but had been inactive since 2021. 

S14 was not found in 2025.  At its location there was evidence of bank slippage and it is likely that the sett 
has been lost. 

3.3.15. S15 (Grid Reference ) 
S15 is located  

  Historically the one entrance sett 
was classifed an outlier sett, but had been inactive since 2021. 

S15 was not found in 2025.  At its location there was evidence of bank slippage and it is likely that the sett 
has been lost. 

3.3.16. S16 (Grid Reference ) 
S16 is located  (Plaste 13)  

  Historically the one 
entrance sett was classified as an annexe sett connected to S4. 

In 2025, no evidence of recent or current activity by badgers was recorded at S16 with the twigs and needles 
present in the entrance and on the path leading from the sett entrance.  A well defined path runs along the 

 the sett that remains relatively clear of debris.  S16 is assessed as being Inactive with 
no evidence of badger activity within the last 12 months. 

3.3.17. S17 (Grid Reference ) 
S17 is located on  (Plate 14)  

  Historically the one 
entrance sett was classified as an annexe sett connected to S4. 

In 2025, no evidence of current activity by badgers was recorded at S17.  Although the entrance is largely 
clear of debris some vegetation is beginning to grow over the entrance and there was no fresh excavated 
soil or bedding at the sett entrance.  A well-defined path runs along the  the sett up 
and    S17 is assessed as having Low activity levels. 

  
Plate 13: S16 Plate 14: S17 

 

3.3.1. S18 (Grid Reference  
S18 is located in  

 (Plate 15)  
  Historically classified as a rabbit warren 



Dalradian Gold Limited 
Curraghinalt Gold Project, County Tyrone 
Badger Survey Report 2025 

 
DGL-25.001 

November 2025 
 

  

 

 
 

11 

 

comprising of six burrows.  Although some of these have enlarged entrances the tunnels narrow a short 
distance from the entrances. 

No access was permitted during 2025 but the warren does not appear to have significantly altered, still used 
by rabbit by the presence of rabbit droppings and with no obvious signs of badger activity.  It is assessed that 
this this remains a rabbit warren. 

3.3.2. S19 (Grid Reference ) 
S19 is located in  (Plate 16)  

  Historically classified as a rabbit warren comprising 
of six burrows.  Although some of these have enlarged entrances the tunnels narrow a short distance from 
the entrances. 

In 2025, three entrances were found with some trees having been uprooted due to storm damage at this 
location or completely obscured by woody debris and needles.  All the tunnels are considered to be too small 
for badger and no evidence of badger found at any of the entrances.  It is assessed that this remains a rabbit 
warren. 

  
Plate 15: S18 Plate 16: S19 

 

3.3.3. S20 (Grid Reference ) 
S20 is located on  (Plate 17)  

Historically classified as a rabbit burrow with an enlarged entrance but which 
narrows past the entrance and considered to be too small for badger with no evidence of badger was found 
at the entrance. 

3.3.4. S21 (Grid Reference ) 
S21 is located a  (Plate 18)  

There are three rabbit burrows recorded in 2025, but all tunnels are 
considered to be too small for badger and no evidence of badger found at any of the entrances.   























































 

  

  
 

 




