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In addition all eight species of bat currently recorded in Northern Ireland are identified as priority species in 
Northern Ireland including: Daubenton's bat (Myotis daubentonii); whiskered bat (Myotis mystacinus); 
Natterer's bat (Myotis nattereri); Leisler's bat (Nyctalus leisleri); Nathusius’ pipistrelle (Pipistrellus nathusii); 
common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus); soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus); and brown long-
eared bat (Plecotus auritus). 

1.3. Survey Aims and Objectives 

The aim of the survey was to provide up to date baseline information on the current status of bats using the 
Pollan Rua cottage within the proposed Infrastructure Site of the Curraghinalt Project, in accordance with 
the specific requirements of the NIEA2, and inform where appropriate mitigation measures will be required 
to ensure the above ground development at the proposed Infrastructure Site will comply with statutory 
requirement of The Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended). 

 
  

 
 
2 NIEA (2017).  Bat Surveys - NIEA Specific Requirements dated 17th February 2017. Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Lisburn. 
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up to this point and it was considered that if bats were using this building for hibernation purposes that they 
would be highly likely to still be relatively active at the time of the survey.  

The use of buildings and associated features by bats can significantly vary not only on a seasonal basis but 
also from day to day.  Therefore the lack of evidence of any one particular bat species does not necessarily 
preclude their being present on the site at a later date.   

No limitations were encountered during the field surveys of 2024 and/or 2025 and it is considered that the 
results provide and accurate assessment of the ecological value of the Pollan Rua cottage for roosting bats 
has been made 

 

.  
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3.4.2. Roost Characterisation Survey Results 2024 

The results of the roost characterisation survey for 2024 is presented in Table 3 and details of all bat activity 
recorded during each dusk emergence survey is provided at Appendix B. 
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North Elevation of Main Pollan Rua Cottage North Elevation of Pollan Rua Cottage Annexe 

  

South Elevation of Main Pollan Rua Cottage South Elevation of Pollan Rua Cottage Annexe 

  

East Elevation of Main Pollan Rua Cottage South Elevation of Boiler Shed  
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West Elevation of Livestock Shed North Elevation of Livestock Shed 

 

 

 

 





























 

  

  

 

 




