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1.3. Survey Aims and Objectives 

The aim of the survey was to continue to provide up to date baseline information on the current status of 
otter in minor tributaries relevant to the mine development.  Surveys were undertaken with regard to the 
specific guidance requirements of the NIEA3, to inform where appropriate mitigation measures may be 
required to ensure mine development will comply with statutory requirement of the Wildlife (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1985.  

 
  

 
 
3 NIEA (2017).  Otter Surveys - NIEA Specific Requirements dated 17th February 2017. Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Lisburn. 
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2.3. Survey Personal 

The surveys were led by Steve Judge of Green & Blue Ecology.  Steve has over 25 years of experience in 
ecological and environmental consultancy and a full member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management (MCIEEM) and is experienced in carrying out otter surveys in Northern Ireland 
and throughout the UK and the Republic of Ireland.   

2.4. Uncertainty of Data and Limitations 

The sections of watercourse surveyed was determined where access was permitted.  However, with the 
exception of the Pollanroe Burn, it is considered that if Otter was present evidence would be highly likely to 
found along the lower sections  of the Attagh, Curraghinalt and Glenealy burns. 

No access was permitted to the Pollanroe Burn downstream of Pollanroe Bridge, crossed by the Crockanboy 
Road, to its confluence with the Owenreagh River. 

The lack of evidence of otter at any particular location does not necessarily preclude their being present at 
a later date.  This is particularly true of otter that are very mobile animals often with home ranges extending 
many kilometres and therefore their use of a section of watercourse, structure or area of land can vary 
significantly not only on a seasonal basis but also from year to year.    

























 

  

  
 

 




