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INTRODUCTION FROM THE HEAD OF TRU 
KEVIN MCVEIGH

required during 2026. Happy New 
Year and 
welcome 
to the first 
edition of 
the TRU 
Newsletter for 

2026. I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and 
your families a happy, healthy 
and prosperous 2026 from all 
of the staff here in TRU. 
In the June 2025 edition of 
the Newsletter, I updated 
you in relation to the piloting 
of a presiding officer (PO) 
within the Department. I am 
delighted to advise, following 
a review of this role, the 
Department has decided to 
make this role permanent 
with recruitment for this 
position currently ongoing. 
A permanent PO within the 
Department will ensure that 
cases where serious concerns 
of non-compliance arise can 
be dealt with at the earliest 
opportunity and within the 
target to be scheduled within 
12 weeks of a decision to hold 
a PI. Given the common law 
links and policy overlaps with 
the rest of the UK, TRU will 
continue to use Deputy Traffic 
Commissioners as POs as 

In May of last year, TRU 
commenced having Public 
Inquiry (PI) hearings in 
Killymeal House, which is 
located in the Gasworks 
complex, Cromac Street, 
Belfast. This venue 
is primarily used for 
employment law cases in 
Northen Ireland which is 
facilitated by the Department 
of Economy. This purpose 
built, civil hearings venue 
is ideal for PIs and will 
serve to benefit all relevant 
stakeholders including 
operators, counsel, solicitors 
presiding officers and 
members of the public. 



Newsletter
 Transport Regulation Unit

TRU HEADLINESJanuary 2026

Since I joined TRU in March 
2025, I have continued to 
meet with operators across 
the sector discussing areas 
of mutual concerns. My 
colleague Gerald Devine and 
I attended the RHA Autumn 
briefing in October where 

we discussed what a PI is, 
how to prepare for it, what 
the role of the Presiding 
Officer is at these hearings 
and what are the potential 
outcomes at the end of the 
PI. We discussed how trust 
is the key ingredient of the 

licensing regime and how 
communication is so vital. 

If you have any queries which 
you think TRU could assist with 
then please reach out to us.

KNOW YOUR 
FINANCIAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

When you submit a variation 
application, or during the five yearly 
licence review, the Department will 
or may request certain financial 
documentation to be sent along 
with it. The aim of this request is to 
ascertain that you, as an operator, 
are of the appropriate financial 
standing if you hold a standard 
national or international licence or 
have enough financial resources to 
hold a restricted licence.

The level of finance required is 
detailed in Practice Guidance 2 - 
see link attached:

TRU Practice Guidance - 
Finance (February 2024)

For standard licences the rates 
are currently £8,000 for the first 
vehicle and £4,500 for all additional 
vehicles (£1,600 for the first light 
goods vehicle & £800 for each 
light goods vehicle thereafter). The 
rate for restricted licences is set by 
the Department and is currently 
£3,100 for the first vehicle and 
£1,700 for each additional vehicle. 
The most common documents 
that we will request are bank 
statements covering 28 days for 
applications, or three months at 
licence continuation review. Bank 
statements must be original and 
issued to the licence holder legal 
entity, whether that legal entity is 
a sole trader, a partnership or a 
limited company. Bank statements 
from other legal entities won’t 
be accepted to support your 
application unless that other 
legal entity has signed a statutory 
declaration to make those funds 
available to the licence holder (for 

sole traders and partnerships) 
or a Group or cross-company 
guarantee (for limited companies). 
Evidence of other financial 
facilities such as credit cards, 
credit union statements, loans 
or revolving credit agreements 
may also be accepted if they are 
issued to the named legal entity 
holding the licence. In some 
cases, audited annual accounts 
can be accepted instead of bank 
statements for limited companies. 
If you believe you may have 
problems submitting the required 
documentation or demonstrating 
access to the required level 
of funds for your licence, it 
is important to contact the 
Department as soon as possible 
and work with us to resolve any 
issues you may have. Failing to 
demonstrate financial standing or 
resources, without an approved 
Period of Grace in place, will 
result in licence revocation, so 
always prioritise communicating 
with the Department as early as 
possible on these matters.

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/tru-practice-guidance-no2-finance-february2024.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/tru-practice-guidance-no2-finance-february2024.pdf
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NEW DVA GUIDE TO
MAINTAINING ROADWORTHINESS

An email issued to all operators 
on 16 July 2025 advising them 
that the Driver & Vehicle Agency 
(DVA) had updated their guide 
to maintaining roadworthiness 
document. A link to the guide is 
attached below:

Guide to Maintaining 
Roadworthiness

For ease of reference, a high-level 
overview of the important changes 
are listed below. These are:

Enhanced Emphasis on 
Braking Performance

New requirements from 
September 2026:
•	Every safety inspection must 

include a brake performance 
assessment using:

•	Laden roller brake test (RBT),
•	Electronic Braking Performance 

Monitoring System (EBPMS), or
•	Decelerometer with temperature 

readings. 
•	Introduces risk assessments 

when laden tests are not possible
•	Risk assessments must be 

documented and retained for 15 
months

•	Expanded guidance on Electronic 
Braking Performance Monitoring 
Systems (EBPMS).

Digital Record-Keeping 
and Systems

Additional guidance on using 
electronic maintenance systems:

•	Must be tamper-proof, auditable, 
and secure

•	Must support real-time access, 
digital signatures, and data 
backup

•	Systems should integrate 
driver defect reporting, 
inspection scheduling, and fleet 
management.

Updated Safety Inspection 
Intervals

•	Additional guidance including 
mixed frequency and enhanced 
inspections for older vehicles - 
(12+ years) now require minimum 
6-week inspection intervals.

Expanded Guidance on 
Trailers and Third-Party 
Equipment

Clearer responsibilities for traction-
only operators and third-party 
trailers
Operators must have access to:
•	Safety inspection reports,
•	MOT certificates
•	EBPMS reports (if applicable)
•	Contracts must define inspection 

responsibilities and defect 
rectification processes

Tyre Management

•	Updated to reflect the ban of 
Tyres over 10 years old on certain 
axles

•	Tyre age, pressure, and tread 
depth must be monitored and 
documented.

Maintenance Contracts and 

Facilities

•	Maintenance providers must 
meet quality standards (e.g., IRTE 
accreditation)

•	Contracts must be written, 
retained, and reviewed regularly

•	Operators remain legally 
responsible even when 
maintenance is outsourced.

Operator Compliance and 
Monitoring

Expanded guidance on:
•	Monitoring driver checks
•	Using OCRS (Operator 

Compliance Risk Score)
•	Safety recalls and PSV alterations.

Environmental and 
Emissions Standards

Adds a full section on vehicle 
emissions and fuel management, 
including:
•	AdBlue monitoring
•	Emission control system 

maintenance
•	Alternative fuel vehicles.

Advanced Driver 
Assistance Systems 
(ADAS)

•	New section on ADAS, including:
•	Maintenance and calibration
•	Driver and technician awareness 

and training
•	Fault reporting.

Updated Templates

•	Range of templates updated.

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-08/dva-guide-maintaining-roadworthiness-aug2025.PDF
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-08/dva-guide-maintaining-roadworthiness-aug2025.PDF
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TACHOGRAPH RETROFIT 
REQUIREMENTS FOR VEHICLES USED 
ON INTERNATIONAL JOURNEYS

A requirement for the 
replacement of analogue and 
digital tachographs with smart 
tachograph version 2s for UK 
and EU-based goods vehicles 
engaged in international 
transport came into effect on 
31 December 2024 further 
to the UK-EU Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement. 

Since 19 August 2025, all goods 
vehicles used on international 
journeys must be fitted with a 
smart tachograph version 2. 

If vehicles only carry out 
transport within the UK, they 
can still have the original 
analogue, digital or smart 
tachograph version 1 fitted.

Goods vehicles which 
cross NI or ROI without 
loading or unloading

The retrofit requirement has 
not been enforced for vehicles 
registered in the Republic 
of Ireland or in the UK 
which cross the UK/Ireland 
border, without loading 
or unloading, on journeys 
between two points in their 
country of registration. This 
non-enforcement period will 
end on 30 June 2026, and 
enforcement will commence 
as normal.

Goods Vehicles Over 
2500kg

Vehicles used for transporting 
goods for hire or reward on 
international journeys which 
are over 2500kg but not over 
3500kg should have a smart 
tachograph 2 installed by 1 
July 2026. This doesn’t apply 

if journey is for the driver/
company’s own account and 
driving is not the main activity 
of driver. 

Enforcement Approach

DVA enforcement and 
compliance officers are 
issuing prohibition notices for 
the non-fitment of the correct 
version of tachograph on the 
first detection of a vehicle, 
with a fine being issued on 
the second detection. From 30 
June 2026, fines will be issued 
from the first detection, along 
with a prohibition notice. 

Further information is 
available at:

https://www.infrastructure-ni.
gov.uk/articles/tachograph-
retrofit-requirements-vehicles-
used-international-journeys

V2

FEEDBACK

We value your opinion and would encourage your feedback 
on the TRU Newsletter. If you have any comments about the 
Newsletter or any ideas on what topics you think should be 
covered in future Newsletters, please contact us by phone on 
028 9054 1410 or via email at tru@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

TRU
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