2 April 2025

3100 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for the very kind invitation to attend the
St. Patrick’s Day breakfast reception held at your residence in Washington, D.C. last week. The event
was the culmination of a remarkable week that underscored the historic relationship between the
United Kingdom, Ireland, and the United States of America. It was particularly meaningful for me to
be present at one of your first diplomatic engagements since your appointment as Ambassador was
formalized in February.

As we discussed, | found your remarks about investment in Northern Ireland to be both timely and
insightful. The restoration of power-sharing does present a unique opportunity for the jurisdiction to
realize its true economic potential and become a sound investment destination. More than 25 years
after the signing of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement, the people of Northern Ireland wish to
continue to govern themselves while building a peaceful and prosperous future on a cross-
community basis from Belfast to the region West of the Bann.

As we discussed during your reception, as of Dalradian, a mineral and
development company supported by US investment, | believe a once-in-a-generation economic
opportunity currently exists in an underground mine in County Tyrone. Working with our US-based
parent company Orion Resource Partners, we have already invested more than $400 million to date
in multi-mineral exploration and project development at the site, which, in addition to gold, silver,
and copper, will provide access to critical minerals such as antimony, tellurium, bismuth, and
cobalt—elements for which we currently source almost exclusively from China and Congo. If this
transformative plan is approved by the Northern Ireland Executive, our team stands ready to spend
an additional $2 billion dollars to build and operate this carbon neutral project and create nearly
1,000 good paying jobs in an area that is long overdue for economic development. As you know, this
project represents the single largest US investment in the history of Northern Ireland.

The importance you placed on critical minerals at the breakfast, and their significance to our national
security and rapidly growing energy technologies, was of particular interest to me. Not long after
your event, President Trump's Executive Order was an excellent example of a dynamic approach to
"facilitating domestic mineral production to the maximum extent possible.” In my opinion, the work
we our doing in our deposit 12 miles Northeast of Omagh, exploring for more than 50 essential
minerals beyond those listed above, reinforces your view that new mineral production and
processing projects in the United Kingdom and strategic partners around the globe need to be put on
a fast track.

Unfortunately, we remain mired in a planning and appeals process for over seven years now at the NI
Department for Infrastructure that has yet again ground to a halt. This sends a concerning signal to
potential investors who would otherwise support the UK government’s number one mission of
“kickstarting” economic growth. It also endangers the opportunity to add some $2 billion in
payments to Treasury that are forecast to come in over the life of our project.




Be assured that the entire Dalradian team, which has been at work on this project in Northern
Ireland since 2009 when we were invited by the NI Government to submit an application, stands
ready to assist you and your team in any way possible.

Kind regards,




From: Alistair Beggs
Director

Date: 07 May 2025

1. Denis McMahon
Permanent Secretary

2. Jayne Brady
Head of the Civil Service

Part input to HOCS SCORR-0091-2025: || NG
_ - Dalradian Resources Inc.

Background:

1. | o (< United States has written to you
further to him meeting with ||| GG o D='radian Gold

Ltd at the St. Patrick's Day breakfast reception in Washington, D.C. The
Ambassador appreciates that the planning proposal for planning application for
a mine in Greencastle, County Tyrone, is subject to an independent planning
appeals public local inquiry process, that given the time the application has
been in the planning process phase, sends a particularly negative message to
other potential investors who may be interested in Northern Ireland as a place
to do business. Whilst acknowledging the public local inquiry (PLI) process
must run its course, asks that a timely decision be made by the Department for

Infrastructure once this has completed.

2. Following a formal request made on 22 September 2021 to the Planning
Appeals Commission (PAC) to hold a PLI for proposed mine and associated

powerline applications. The inquiry opened on 13 January 2024.

3. The PLI process allows for the identification of processing issues and to allow
them to be rectified to better inform the process. In this case a procedural matter

regarding transboundary consultation was raised in discussions



4. Although disappointed at the PAC decision to suspend the PLI the Department
for Infrastructure acknowledges the concerns of the public with regard to the
process of transboundary consultation and accepts that there was no
alternative but to accept the requests that the PAC should suspend the PLI until
further consultation takes place. It is acknowledged that the principle of public
participation should be fully upheld.

5. Whilst the Department for Infrastructure did carry out transboundary
consultation specifically with Donegal County Council on 29 April 2024,
Planning Officials issued a revised transboundary consultation to the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage Ireland (DHLGH) on
30 January 2025 which allowed the public in the south of Ireland the opportunity
to have their say and express views on the project prior to the resumption of
the Conjoined Public Local Inquiry. DHLGH in response of 20 February 2025
gave formal notification of Ireland’s participation in the transboundary
consultation and nominated Donegal County Council as the local authority
facilitating Ireland’s public consultation. The public consultation period ran until
Wednesday 23 April 2025.

6. The Department is currently taking time to review, assimilating and collating the

responses, with circa 1,200 responses currently received.

7. ltis intended to provide the Commission with these responses electronically by
the end of next week. In addition, a list of names and addresses (if provided)
will also be sent as well as a paper highlighting the issues raised in the

responses.

8. Itis hoped this will provide sufficient detail to enable the Commission to arrange

the reprogramming of the public local inquiry.

9. The handling of the Inquiry phase is a matter for the Commission which will
include providing all parties with the arrangements. Dfl cannot control the

timeline of the inquiry.

10.A draft reply to ||| | B is attached as Annex A.



ALISTAIR BEGGS

ccC:
Judith Andrews

Dfl Press Office
Dfl PG Secretariat

Annex A

[DRAFT REPLY]

Thank you for your correspondence of 15 April 2025. | acknowledge and share the
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the inquiry stage of the Northern Ireland planning
system and understand the need to make improvements to our planning system to
better manage our economic, environmental and societal needs.

It is acknowledged that the principle of public participation should be fully upheld,
and the Department for Infrastructure has undertaken transboundary consultation
with the Irish government as the EEA State, which will allow the public in the south of
Ireland an opportunity to have their say and express their views on the project prior
to the resumption of the public local inquiry.

This consultation period has now closed, and The Department is currently taking
time to review, assimilating and collating the responses, with circa 1,500 responses
currently received.

It is intended to provide the Commission with these responses electronically as a
matter of priority and it is hoped this will provide sufficient detail to enable the
Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) to arrange the reprogramming of the public
local inquiry.



The Department of Infrastructure is eager that the hearing sessions can proceed
without any unnecessary delay in the interests of a decision for all parties, and in the
public interest. However, as the PAC is an independent appellate body, not
connected to the Department, jurisdiction for the public inquiry, including
administrative matters, timetabling and the preparation of a report to the Department
for Infrastructure is for the Commission to manage.
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I
British Embassy E—
Washington
I
15 April 2025

Jayne Brady MBE

Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service
The Executive Office

Room FD34, Stormont Castle

Stormont, Belfast BT4 3TT

Dear Jayne,

Dalradian Resources Inc.

| am writing in relation to Dalradian’s proposed underground mine in County Tyrone,
Northern Ireland. Dalradian has been in contact with me to highlight their continued
frustration with the ongoing delays with the planning appeal connected with their
application which has now been running for over seven years.

| appreciate completely that this is subject to an independent planning appeals
process and that responsibility for completion of the overall planning application rests
with the Department for Infrastructure in Northern Ireland but | am sure you will
agree that a delay of this nature sends a particularly negative message to other
potential investors who may be interested in Northern Ireland as a place to do
business. This is obviously something we all want to try and avoid particularly at a
time when investment and growth across the UK are overarching priorities for both
the UK Government and the Northern Ireland Executive.

| know the planning appeal must run its course but would press for a timely decision
by the Department for Infrastructure once this has completed.

| have copied this letter to Dr Denis McMcMahon, the Permanent Secretary at the
Department of Infrastructure in Northern Ireland.

OFFICIAL



@’@L;“ Minister for Investment
Department for Business and Trade

Department for Old Admiralty Building

London

Business & Trade SW1A 2BL

Julie Harrison

Permanent Secretary
Department for Infrastructure
Clarence Court

10-18 Adelaide Street
Belfast

BT2 8GB

cc. I PS, DFE

T I

E  minister.investment@trade.gov.uk
W www.gov.uk/dit

6" March 2023

Dear Julie

Please see the attached correspondence from Dalradian Resources Inc that was shared by

my previous colleague, the Right Hon. | EEEEEGEGEGEGE -

| am writing to you in my capacity as Minister for Investment to ask that you consider the
points raised by Dalradian with a view to the establishment of a timely schedule for a public
enquiry process and decision.

While | respect and acknowledge that planning is a devolved matter, | also appreciate the
growing commercial challenges faced by businesses such as Dalradian Resources, and the
need for effective and swift decision-making to support them.

| would therefore be grateful if you could give this request prompt consideration.

Best wishes,

Lord

Minister for Investment
Department for Business and Trade



DALRADIAN 157 Adalaide Stroet West
Suite 510
RESDYHEES Toronto, ON MsH 4E7

t +416 583 5600
www.dalradian.com

The I
e

House of Commons

London
SW1A OAA

Sent by email to: [

9" January 2023

Re: Dalradian’s Billion Dollar+ Investment in Northern Ireland

Dear Minister of State,

As the CEO of a US-owned FDI project which has invested $400m in Northern Ireland, | would like to
meet with you to outline our plans to invest a further $1.3bn and also share our deep concern around
the unacceptable planning delays we have experienced in Northern Ireland.

| note that part of the Department of Trade’s remit is to “secure UK and global prosperity by promoting
and financing international trade and investment”.

Dalradian’s proposal to develop an underground gold, copper and silver mine in West Tyrone is one of
the largest American FDIs in Northern Ireland's history and a signal to other American investors. The
project aligns clearly with your department’s objectives and will, among other, things:

e deliver a £750m supply chain, the majority of which will be sourced in the UK but with a
substantial component also coming from US states such as California;
create 1,000 direct, indirect and induced jobs;
generate £12m annually in corporate and labour taxes; and

e reduce NI's trade deficit by £112m, the equivalent of 2% (EY independent economic
assessment).

The project’s benefits also align well with the UK’s Levelling Up Agenda and regional growth across
Northern Ireland.

Dalradian, owned by the New York investment firm, Orion Resource Partners, has been operating in
Northern Ireland for 12 years, with $400 million already invested in advancing this project. This work
has all been under licence by the Department for the Economy (formerly DETI) who actively encouraged
our investment in Northern Ireland.

We are committed to developing a world-class project which will provide substantial economic and
social benefits, not just for our community in Tyrone but also across Northern Ireland due to the scale of
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our investment plans. We will create well-paid jobs close to home, provide extensive training and
support local services by boosting local spending power. We have committed a minimum of a further
£4m to community funding during the project. There will also be wider benefits to the UK economy
particularly around improving supply chain resilience for metals essential for renewables technology
required for the transition to Net Zero.

It is also our intention to build and operate the mine as Europe’s first carbon neutral (net carbon zero)
mine and we have already been accredited as Carbon Neutral plus for the past three years.

Unlocking these opportunities and further investment, however, depends upon a planning system which
processes decisions in a timely fashion. Unfortunately, despite having worked in jurisdictions across the
developed and developing world, Northern Ireland’s planning service is the most inefficient and
unresponsive | have encountered. This has been supported by the recent negative findings of both the
NI Audit Office and the Public Accounts Committee regarding planning in Northern Ireland.

The published timeframe from the Department for Infrastructure to decide upon regionally significant
projects such as ours is 30 weeks — it is now 250 weeks and counting since we submitted a planning
application with no indication or schedule for when a decision may be forthcoming.

| appreciate that planning is a devolved matter, but | sincerely believe that the ongoing failure to deliver
planning reform is the standout issue (within the control of government) which is hindering economic
opportunity and trade. Northern Ireland has many strong points which make it an attractive investment
location, but the endemic delays in the planning system are undermining its international reputation
and holding back growth.

| ask that you encourage the Northern Ireland authorities to ensure the Planning Appeals Commission
sets a schedule to complete the public inquiry process in 2023, followed by a timely permitting decision.

Secondly, | hope to be able to meet with you on my upcoming trip to London on 17" of January to
discuss the importance of this project and how it can contribute to growing investment and trade
between the US and UK.

Thank you for your consideration of this important project.

Sincerely,




SCORR-0113-2023

DALRADIAN PLANNING APPLICATION

BACKGROUND

1. You will be aware of Dalradian Gold Limited’s (DGL) planning application (ref.
LA10/2017/1249/F) for a proposed gold mine at Greencastle, County Tyrone and the

forthcoming Public Inquiry (PI) into same.

Trade to advise they have already invested a significant financial sum into this project

to date and plan to invest a further $1.3bn.

3. I 2'so outiines his concerns to ||l that ongoing delays in the

planning system are hindering growth in Northern Ireland. In particular he refers to
delays in the processing times of DGL'’s application, and that they still await a decision.
To this, he has asked || l] to encourage the Northern Ireland Authorities to
ensure the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) sets a schedule to complete the Public

Inquiry process into their gold mine in 2023.

4. As a result ||} ] \ritten to you to request that you consider the points
raised by ||l with a view to the establishment of a timely schedule for a public

inquiry process and its conclusion.

5. As previously advised under SCORR 0187 2022, the PAC is an independent appellant
body not connected to the Department. The jurisdiction for the public inquiry, including
administrative matters and timetabling are for the PAC to manage and the Department
has no control over this. The fact jurisdiction rests with the PAC has been clearly
articulated to || ilij a~d Dalradian on many occasions however the company
continue to ask the Department to try to influence and expediate the public inquiry

process.



Drafted by: B ¢ Vvarch 2023,

Cleared by Head of Division:  Alistair Beggs, 14 March 2023, |||} }

Copied to:

Julie Thompson
Kathryn McFerran
Alistair Beggs
Susan Wilkin

ress Office
Dfl PG Secretariat



7 Bryant Park
1045 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10018

Jayne Brady

Head of the Civil Service

Room FD.34, Stormont Castle
Stormont Estate, Belfast BT4 3TT

Sent by email: HOCS@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk

10 July 2023

Dear Ms. Brady,

| am writing to you, two months after your last letter to us, urgently seeking an update on the scheduling of the public
inquiry for our proposed mine. At the beginning of May, you expressed your “desire for a date for the public inquiry to be
provided and for it to commence as soon as possible”. You also stated that “most administrative processes had been
finished and it was hoped a commissioner would be allocated shortly.” A week later we heard that a commissioner had
been appointed, which was somewhat encouraging.

However, there has been no progress on the file since then and the PAC refuse to give us or our planning consultants a
meaningful update on the process.

You may be aware that Dalradian made its initial investment in 2009 at the invitation of the NI government who were
travelling around the globe seeking to increase foreign direct investment in minerals projects. | note that this promotional
activity is ongoing, with a major conference planned for Belfast in September to encourage FDI. Meanwhile, through our
project alone, there is already more than $1 billion in additional US investment and 1,000 jobs in the pipeline — it just isn’t
moving because of the problems with planning.

How can this situation be allowed to persist, where there is no accountability or transparency for the PAC process on a
regionally significant application? How is that possible when the PAC is publicly funded and Northern Ireland is crying out
for FDI?

Can you please provide a meaningful update on the status of the public inquiry and assist in getting the process back on
track (i.e., release of a timetable)?

Sincerely,

cc. Richard Pengelly, Permanent Secretary Department of Justice

Mike Brennan, Permanent Secretary Department for the Economy
Julie Harrison, Permanent Secretary Department for Infrastructure
Lord Johnson, Minister for Investment

Nusrat Ghani, Minister for Industry & Economic Security



From: Alistair Beggs
Regional Planning Policy & Casework Directorate

Date: 20 July 2023

1. Julie Harrison
Permanent Secretary

2. Jayne Brady
Head of the Civil Service

SCORR-0320-2023 : HOCS part input SCORR-0253-2023 : Orion |||
_ requesting update on Dalradian public inquiry timetable

Background:

1. I Orion Mine Finance, the paren

company of Dalradian Resources Inc., has written to you again, further to your
responses of 23 September 2022 (SCORR-0124-2022), 06 April 2023
(SCORR-0079-2023) and 05 May 2023 (SINV-0053-2023) regarding their
regionally significant planning application for a mine in Greencastle, County

Tyrone.

2. In his latest letter || hiohiights the investment made to date by the
company and that the NI government are seeking to increase foreign direct
investment in minerals projects. He is concerned that there is no accountability
or transparency for the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) process on a

regionally significant application.

3. As advised under the previously that all the information requested by the PAC
has been transferred to them and Dfl Planning has advised the PAC that it
considers there remains no impediment to the Commission timetabling and

advising of a date for the public inquiry.



4. The handling of the Public Inquiry phase is a matter for the Commission which
will include providing all parties with the arrangements. The Dfl cannot control

the timeline of the inquiry.

5. A draft reply to || Bl is attached as Annex A. Planning colleagues
continue to be in regular contact with Dalradian Gold Ltd with an update
provided from the Chief Planner to the ||| il of Da'radian Gold Ltd
on 17 May 2023 and a further update provided by ||| GGG o~ 20
May 2023 both making the continued point that jurisdiction rests with the PAC,

who are an independent appellant body.

6. The timing of the inquiry was raised in a meeting by the Chief Planner with the
Commission which was held on 06 July 2023. The PAC informed that a lead
commissioner has been appointed and work has commenced in reviewing the
detail of the application with a view to organising a pre-inquiry hearing.
Following that we understand that further commissioner resources will be
allocated to assist the lead commissioner in due course. While we have the

impression that things are gaining impetus, we still have no timescales from the

PAC.
ALISTAIR BEGGS
Ext: 40637

CC:

Julie Thompson

Dfl Press Office
Dfl PG Secretariat



Annex A

[DRAFT REPLY]

Thank you for your further correspondence of 11 July 2023. | acknowledge your
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the inquiry stage of the Northern Ireland planning
system and understand the need to make improvements in order to better manage
our economic, environmental and societal needs here.

| would reiterate that all the information requested by the Planning Appeals
Commission (PAC) for your application was transferred to them by May 2022 and
planning colleagues in the Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the
PAC advising that there remains no impediment to the Commission timetabling and
advising of a date for the public inquiry.

Planning colleagues within the Department for Infrastructure continue to be in regular
contact with Dalradian Gold Ltd with an update provided from the Chief Planner to
the || of Dalradian Gold Ltd on the 17 May 2023 and a further
update provided by the || o 20 May 2023.

The timing of the inquiry was also raised at a 06 July meeting on administrative
matters between the Department’s Chief Planner and the PAC. The PAC advised
that a commissioner has been appointed and work has commenced in reviewing the
detail of the application. | understand that the next step will be the organisation of a
pre-inquiry meeting and that further commissioner resources will be allocated in due
course.

However, jurisdiction for the public inquiry rests with the PAC who are an
independent appellant body, and matters including timetabling and reporting are for
the Commission to manage.



The

ce

HE: Executive Of

Jayne Brady

Head of the Civil Service
Room FD.34, Stormont Castle
Stormont Estate, Belfast

BT4 3TT, Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 9037 8133

] Our ref: SCORR 253/23
I

Orion Resource Partners

7 Byrant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas

New York

New York 10018 25 Julyl 2023

Via email: |

Dear I

Thank you for your further correspondence of 11 July 2023. | acknowledge your
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the inquiry stage of the Northern Ireland planning system
and understand the need to make improvements in order to better manage our
economic, environmental and societal needs here.

| would reiterate that all the information requested by the Planning Appeals
Commission (PAC) for your application was transferred to them by May 2022 and
planning colleagues in the Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the PAC
advising that there remains no impediment to the Commission timetabling and advising
of a date for the public inquiry.

Planning colleagues within the Department for Infrastructure continue to be in regular
contact with Dalradian Gold Ltd with an update provided from the Chief Planner |l
I D:radian Gold Ltd on the 17 May 2023 and a further update
provided by the Principal Planner on 20 May 2023.

The timing of the inquiry was also raised at a 6 July meeting on administrative matters
between the Department’s Chief Planner and the PAC. The PAC advised that a
commissioner has been appointed and work has commenced in reviewing the detalil
of the application. | understand that the next step will be the organisation of a pre-

INVESTORS IN PEC:PLE
We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be

retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



inquiry meeting and that further commissioner resources will be allocated in due
course.

However, jurisdiction for the public inquiry rests with the PAC who are an independent
appellant body, and matters including timetabling and reporting are for the
Commission to manage.

Yours sincerely

JAYNE BRADY
Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service

We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be

retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



7 Bryant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10018
(212) 596-3511

March 15, 2023

Dear Ms Brady,

In our attached correspondence last September, you stated that the Planning Appeals Commission was
endeavouring to progress to an inquiry as soon as possible. However, six months later, our wholly owned investee
company, Dalradian, has been informed by the PAC (13th March letter attached) that it still has no timetable for a
public inquiry. The PAC has not even indicated when we can expect to see a timetable.

Orion has been one of the largest US investors in Northern Ireland in recent years with $400m invested to date.
One reason for the scale of that investment was the Department for Infrastructure’s publicised target of 30 weeks
for permitting decisions for regionally significant projects such as ours. We prudently anticipated two to three
years at most, but it is now almost five and half years/over 400 weeks later and still there is no indication as to
when a decision will be taken or indeed, when our inquiry will actually start.

Given that pre-application discussions for the planning application began in 2015, | cannot comprehend why the
planning system has failed to properly manage the application for a project that will support 1,000 jobs and a
further $S1bn investment. | have never experienced such bureaucratic delay and lack of accountability in a
permitting decision in any other jurisdiction in the world. Can you explain why this is?

In the six months since you wrote to us, we have spent a further $10 million just to keep the lights on and our staff
employed.

As | noted in my previous letter, the disparity between the sales pitch that Northern Ireland is “open for business”
and the reality on the ground has not gone unnoticed in the American investment community. In light of the
upcoming visit of President Biden and the huge goodwill which exists for Northern Ireland in the US, surely it has
never been more important for the region to demonstrate that its processes of government can function.

We have made request after request to officials to ensure that the planning process is conducted in a timely
manner, as advertised by your government. | understand you are currently working to promote the Northern
Ireland economic opportunity in North America.

When can you meet with me to discuss our concerns and what Northern Ireland will do to see that direct foreign
i i ted as promised?

cc. Richard Pengelly, Permanent Secretary Department of Justice
Mike Brennan, Permanent Secretary Department for the Economy
Julie Harrison, Permanent Secretary Department for Infrastructure




7 Bryant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10018
(212) 596-3511

19 August 2022
Sent by email: hocs@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk

Ms. Jayne Brady

Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service
Stormont Castle, Stormont Estate

Belfast BT4 3TT

Re: OUR $400 MILLION INVESTMENT — HARM TO NI’S INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION FOR INVESTMENT
Dear Ms. Brady,

| am writing as a substantial American investor in Northern Ireland (NI), along with our wholly owned investee
company, Dalradian, to request your urgent assistance in moving forward the permitting of our regionally
significant mining project. We are dismayed that the public inquiry has not been scheduled by the Planning
Appeals Commission (PAC), nearly five years into the process.

This situation represents a vast disconnect between the sales pitch from your Department for the
Economy/GSNI/Invest NI colleagues starting in 2009 and the reality we have experienced on the ground. Our
project is a long-term opportunity for NI that will boost the regional economy, provide productive, well-paid jobs
and contribute to stability in the area through increased prosperity. In other words, it will assist the NI government
in meeting its Programme for Government goals. The project is carbon neutral and uses the best available
technology to protect the environment.

Orion is a New York-based private equity group that invests money all over the world for a pool of investors,
including US state pension funds, university endowments and sovereign wealth funds. Our total assets under
management are $6 billion. We invest globally, including in jurisdictions across South America and Africa, where
we have had a better experience of a predictable permitting process than in Northern Ireland.

The sales pitch: come and invest in Northern Ireland where you will benefit from excellent geological potential and
an educated workforce, underpinned by established mineral legislation and licensing and with priority being given
to Regionally Significant Applications (RSAs) that are of benefit to the whole of NI.

Based on this understanding, we have invested approximately $400 million to date and proven the geological
potential is real. Importantly, this work has sustained an average of at least 40 well paid jobs in West Tyrone over
the last 10 years, despite the project not yet generating revenue and having annual operating costs of $20 million
or more. In that time, our work proves that the Tyrone deposit is now one of the best undeveloped mining projects
on the planet. Development will trigger more than $1 billion in additional investment and another 1,000 jobs for
the region.

Following submission of the application in 2017, our expectation was that the project would take some 2 - 3 years
to permit, a typical timeframe for developed countries and well beyond the target of 30 weeks set out in Northern
Ireland’s legislation for RSAs.
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7 Bryant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10018
(212) 596-3511

The reality: we are now at almost 250 weeks, or 5 years, from submission. Eleven months after referral of the
application, by an NI Minister, to a public inquiry, there is not even a schedule for the inquiry process from the
PAC.

It is unarguable that we are not getting a fair or timely process. Both the NI Audit Office and the Public Accounts
Committee have confirmed that planning is having a serious impact on the reputation of Northern Ireland as a
place for Foreign Direct Investment. Unfortunately, our experience is such that we can no longer talk positively
about investing in NI.

We are keen to move ahead with, and are committed to, the project, but the delay in the process of permit
approval is untenable. We ask that you, as head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service, ensure the various
Departments comply with expected and statutory timeframes. In particular, we ask that the PAC launch the
overdue public inquiry, followed by the appropriate decision-making process. Such a process would help repair
the reputation for investing in NI and live up to the commitments made to us when we made the decision to invest
in this exciting project.

Thank you for your consideration. We would welcome a meeting in person or online to discuss these matters
further.




The

Executive Office

Jayne Brady

Head of the Civil Service

Room FD.34, Stormont Castle
Stormont Estate, Belfast

BT4 3TT, Northern Ireland

Tel: 028 9037 8133

E-mail: hocs@executiveoffice-ni.qov.uk

Orion Mine Finance,

7 Byrant Park, Our Ref: SCORR-0181-2022
1045 Avenue of the Americas

New York, New York 10018 23 September 2022

Via e-mail : |

Dear I

Thank you for your correspondence of 19 August 2022 and follow up email of 15
September and apologies for the delay in my response. | acknowledge your
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the various stages of the Northern Ireland planning
system and understand the need to make improvements in order to better manage

our economic, environmental and societal needs here.

I can confirm that all the information requested by the Planning Appeals Commission
(PAC) for your application has been transferred to them and planning officials in the
Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the PAC advising that there
remains no impediment to the Commission timetabling and advising of a date for the

public inquiry.

The PAC has confirmed that it is not as yet in a position to commit to a timetable for
the conjoined inquiry but it is endeavouring to progress the cases as soon as
possible.

INVESTORS IN PEC:PLE
We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be
retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



The

IE: Executive Office

With regard to a meeting with me, | note that on the 14 September 2022 the
I of Dalradian, requested a further meeting with Julie Harrison, the
Permanent Secretary of Dfl to discuss the progress of moving toward the public
inquiry.

| believe that a meeting with Dfl officials is more appropriate and beneficial to the

mutual aim of progressing this regionally significant project through the planning
system.

Yours sincerely

Jayne Brady
Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service

We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email’/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be
retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.
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N
Planning Appeals
Commission
4th Floor
92 Ann Street
Belfast
BT1 3HH
!aml‘\on !ouse
3 Joy Street
Belfast
BT2 BLE
[issued via email]
Date: 13" March 2023 Your ref: DALB3001

veor NN

Thank you for your letter dated 8™ March 2023.

You have asked when the timetable will be made available for the forthcoming public
inquiry into the Dalradian goldmining project.

The position remains as outlined in my previous letter. You will be aware that this is
one of the largest pieces of work undertaken by the Commission. We are continuing
to process all responses which have been received and will notify all parties of the
timetable as soon as it is practicable to do so.

Yours sincerely




From: Alistair Beggs
Regional Planning Policy & Casework Directorate

Date: 20 March 2023

1. Julie Harrison
Permanent Secretary

2. Jayne Brady
Head of the Civil Service

CORR-0079-2023 - Part Input - Request for a meeting regarding delays to

substantial US investment

Background:

1. I Oion Mine Finance, the paren

company of Dalradian Resources Inc., has written to you again further to your
response of 23 September 2022 (SCORR-0124-2022) regarding their

regionally significant planning application for a mine in Greencastle, County

Tyrone.

2. I -rcviously expressed his concerns that the public inquiry for the
project has not been scheduled by the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC).

He reiterates this in his most recent correspondence, adding that in the 6

months since he last wrote to you they have spent a further $10m to keep their

1000 staff employed while pending a date for the Planning Appeals

Commission to schedule a date for the Public Local Inquiry.

3. He is requesting a meeting with you to discuss his company’s concerns

regarding the time taken to reach a Public Local Inquiry and what Northern

Ireland will do to support direct foreign investment.



4. As advised under the previous SCORR all the information requested by the
PAC has been transferred to them and Dfl Planning has advised the PAC that
it considers there remains no impediment to the Commission timetabling and

advising of a date for the public inquiry.

5. The handling of the Public Inquiry phase is a matter for the Commission which
will include providing all parties with the arrangements. The Department cannot

control the timeline of the inquiry.

6. A draft reply to ||l is attached as Annex A. It is recommended that
you decline the meeting if it is only to discuss specifically this planning
application as there is no update since a previous meeting with the Managing
Director of Dalradian, which discussed broadly the same matters that .
_ raises again. Planning officials continue to be in regular contact
with Dalradian Gold Ltd and continue to make the point that jurisdiction rests
with the PAC, who are an independent appellant body. However the company
continue to ask the Department to try to influence and expedite the public
inquiry process. That being said, the timing of the inquiry will be raised at the

next meeting of the Chief Planner with the Commission to be held in April.

ALISTAIR BEGGS

Ext: -

CC:

Julie Thompson

Dfl Press Office
Dfl PG Secretariat



Annex A

[DRAFT REPLY]

Thank you for your correspondence of 15 March 2023. | again acknowledge your
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the various stages of the Northern Ireland planning
system and understand the need to make improvements in order to better manage
our economic, environmental and societal needs here.

| note that in their correspondence of 13 March 2023 to Turley, the planning advisors
to Dalradian, that the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) advised that it is not as
yet in a position to commit to a timetable for the conjoined inquiry but they are
continuing to progress responses and will notify all parties of a timetable in due
course.

| can confirm that all the information requested by the PAC for your application was
transferred to them by May 2022 and planning officials in the Department for
Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the PAC advising that there remains no
impediment to the Commission timetabling and advising of a date for the public
inquiry. We are extremely keen for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for
it to commence as soon as possible. Indeed, the timing of the inquiry will be raised at
a forthcoming meeting on administrative matters between the Department’s Chief
Planner and the Chief Commissioner. However, jurisdiction for the public inquiry
rests with the PAC who are an independent appellant body, and matters including
timetabling and reporting are for the Commission to manage

| understand that there have been previous meetings with Dfl officials to discuss the
issue, and at this time there is little that | could add to their advice, other than to
stress my desire for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for it to
commence as soon as possible.



The

ce

5: Executive Of

Jayne Brady

Head of the Civil Service
Room FD.34, Stormont Castle
Stormont Estate, Belfast

BT4 3TT, Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 9037 8133

I Our ref: SCORR 79/23
I

Orion Mine Finance

7 Byrant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas

New York 10018 6 April 2023

Via email: - |

Dear I

Thank you for your correspondence of 15 March 2023. | again acknowledge your
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the various stages of the Northern Ireland planning
system and understand the need to make improvements in order to better manage our
economic, environmental and societal needs here.

| note that in their correspondence of 13 March 2023 to Turley, the planning advisors
to Dalradian, that the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) advised that it is not as yet
in a position to commit to a timetable for the conjoined inquiry but they are continuing
to progress responses and will notify all parties of a timetable in due course.

| can confirm that all the information requested by the PAC for your application was
transferred to them by May 2022 and planning officials in the Department for
Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the PAC advising that there remains no impediment
to the Commission timetabling and advising of a date for the public inquiry. We are
extremely keen for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for it to commence
as soon as possible. Indeed, the timing of the inquiry will be raised at a forthcoming
meeting on administrative matters between the Department’s Chief Planner and the
Chief Commissioner. However, jurisdiction for the public inquiry rests with the PAC
who are an independent appellant body, and matters including timetabling and
reporting are for the Commission to manage

INVESTORS IN PEC:PLE
We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be

retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



| understand that there have been previous meetings with Dfl officials to discuss the
issue, and at this time there is little that | could add to their advice, other than to stress
my desire for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for it to commence as
soon as possible. | would be happy to meet following your meeting with the Chief

Planner.

Yours sincerely

JAYNE BRADY
Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service

We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in
accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be

retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



From: I - <= o

To: Brady, Jayne

Subject: RE: Planning application
Date: 19 April 2023 22:44:07
Attachments: image001.png

Caution — This email has been received from outside the NICS network.

Please ensure you can verify the sender’s name and email address.

Treat all attachments and links with caution.

FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the email please
forward to spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.

Dear Ms. Brady,

Thank you for your response.

We are looking forward to meeting you after the Chief Planner and Head Commissioner meeting
referenced in your letter. When do you expect that to take place and what is your availability
afterwards to meet with us?

We look forward to playing our part in supercharging Northern Ireland’s economy, per President
Biden’s recent speech at Ulster University.
Best regards,

Orion Resource Partners (USA) LP
7 Bryant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10018

From: Brady, Jayne <HOCS@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Friday, April 7, 2023, 4:58 am

To: I
Subject: Planning application
[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Please see attached letter from Jayne Brady.

Best regards



The Executive Office | Room FD34 | Stormont Castle | Stormont | BELFAST | BT4 3TT

TeI:_ | Mobile: _ www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk

In the US, this communication is from Orion Resource Partners (USA) L.P., 7 Bryant Park, 1045 Avenue of the Americas, 25th Floor,
New York, NY 10018. This email is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to invest. Past performance is not indicative of future
results. The value of investments and any income generated may decrease as well as increase and is not guaranteed. Opinions,
conclusions and other information in this e-mail and any attachments which do not relate to the official business of the firm are
neither given nor endorsed by it. This e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended
recipient(s) please note that any form of disclosure, distribution, copying or use of this communication or the information in it or in
any attachments is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, we would be grateful
if you would return it with the title "Received in Error" to admin@orionrp.com and then delete the email and destroy any copies of
it. E-mail communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free. This e-mail will have been scanned by our anti-virus
software before transmission. We cannot, however, warrant that this e-mail is free from viruses. We do not accept liability for the
consequences of any viruses that may be inadvertently attached to this e-mail. Anyone who communicates with us by e-mail is
taken to accept the risks in doing so. When addressed to our clients, any opinions or advice contained in this e-mail and any
attachments are subject to the terms of business in force between Orion Resource Partners (USA) L.P. and the client. In the UK, this
electronic communication is issued by Orion Resource Partners (UK) LLP ("Orion UK"), who is authorised and regulated by the UK
Financial Conduct Authority ("FCA"), FRN # 746972. Any unauthorised use or interception of this e-mail is illegal. The information in
this email is confidential and if this e-mail is not intended for you, you may not copy, distribute or disclose the contents to anyone.
Save for bona fide company matters, Orion Resource Partners (UK) LLP does not accept any responsibility for the opinions expressed
in this e-mail. This communication is made available in the United Kingdom to professional clients and eligible counterparties as
defined by the FCA. Access to or use of this e-mail and any attachment by anyone else is improper and unauthorised. If you are not
the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited
and might be unlawful. Persons who have received this communication should not rely upon it alone, and should seek professional
advice if necessary. Any attachments contained in this email are in accordance with COBS 2.4 in the FCA Handbook on
www.FCA.org.uk (reliance on others). Orion Resource Partners (UK) LLP is taking a proportionate approach and has verified the
attachments and other email content to the best of our ability. However if you consider the contents (including attachments) are
material to the formation of a contract and / or you are otherwise relying upon its accuracy, you may wish to request a copy to be
sent by normal mail. Orion Resource Partners (UK) LLP cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of this e-mail as information
could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, and incomplete and / or arrive late. It could contain viruses when transmitted over
the public networks. If you suspect that the e-mail may have been intercepted or amended, please contact the sender. This message
has been scanned for viruses. You should virus-check attachments before opening. When addressed to Orion Resource Partners
(UK) LLP's clients, any opinion or advice contained in this e-mail is subject to Orion Resource Partners (UK) LLP's terms of business.
This e-mail is provided for informational purposes only and should not be construed as a solicitation or offer to buy or sell securities
or related financial instruments.



From: Alistair Beggs
Regional Planning Policy & Casework Directorate

Date: 25 April 2023

1. Julie Harrison

Permanent Secretary (I agree with the advice that HOCS cannot meet anyone on an individual
planning application. I do think however that we should be able to keep the applicant up to date on that
discussion that is referenced (April 4™) please. I would be grateful if Alistair could check in again with
the PAC to see if there is any more movement towards a timeline.)

2. Jayne Brady
Head of the Civil Service

SCORR-0079-2023 — Part Input - Request for a meeting regarding delays to

substantial US investment

Background:

1. _ of Orion Mine Finance, the parent

company of Dalradian Resources Inc., has written to you again, further to your
responses of 23 September 2022 (SCORR-0124-2022) and 06 April 2023
(SCORR-0079-2023) regarding their regionally significant planning application

for a mine in Greencastle, County Tyrone.

2. Inhis latest letter || is secking to establish when he should expect
to meet with the Head of the Civil Service, after the Chief Planner and Head
Commissioner meeting which is referenced in your April response. The last line
in the response stated that ‘| would be happy to meet following your meeting
with the Chief Planner’.

3. As advised under the previous SCORR all the information requested by the
PAC has been transferred to them and Dfl Planning has advised the PAC that
it considers there remains no impediment to the Commission timetabling and

advising of a date for the public inquiry.



4. The handling of the Public Inquiry phase is a matter for the Commission which
will include providing all parties with the arrangements. The Department cannot

control the timeline of the inquiry.

5. Adraft reply to || l] is attached as Annex A. It is recommended that,
despite the indication a meeting would be facilitated in the last response, that
you decline the meeting if it is only to discuss specifically this planning
application. Planning officials continue to be in regular contact with Dalradian
Gold Ltd with an update provided from the Chief Planner to the Managing
Director of Dalradian Gold Ltd on 21 April 2023, making the continued point that

jurisdiction rests with the PAC, who are an independent appellant body.

6. The timing of the inquiry was raised in a meeting by the Chief Planner with the
Commission which was held on 04 April 2023. The PAC informed that most
administrative processes had been finished and it was hoped a commissioner

would be allocated shortly.

ALISTAIR BEGGS

Ext: -

CC:

Julie Thompson

Dfl Press Office
Dfl PG Secretariat



Annex A

[DRAFT REPLY]

Thank you for your further correspondence of 19 April 2023. | again acknowledge
your frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally
significant planning application through the various stages of the Northern Ireland
planning system and understand the need to make improvements in order to better
manage our economic, environmental and societal needs here.

| would reiterate that all the information requested by the PAC for your application
was transferred to them by May 2022 and planning officials in the Department for
Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the PAC advising that there remains no
impediment to the Commission timetabling and advising of a date for the public
inquiry. We are extremely keen for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for
it to commence as soon as possible. Indeed, the timing of the inquiry will be raised at
a forthcoming meeting on administrative matters between the Department’s Chief
Planner and the Chief Commissioner. However, jurisdiction for the public inquiry
rests with the PAC who are an independent appellant body, and matters including
timetabling and reporting are for the Commission to manage.

Planning officials with the Department for Infrastructure continue to be in regular
contact with Dalradian Gold Ltd with an update provided from the Chief Planner to
the Managing Director of Dalradian Gold Ltd on the 21 April 2023.

The timing of the inquiry was also raised in a meeting by the Chief Planner with the
Planning Appeals Commission which was held in 04 April 2023. The PAC informed
that most administrative processes had been finished and it was hoped a
commissioner would be allocated shortly.

Given this latest update at this time there is little that | could add to, other than to
stress my desire for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for it to
commence as soon as possible.



The

ce

HE: Executive Of

Jayne Brady

Head of the Civil Service
Room FD.34, Stormont Castle
Stormont Estate, Belfast

BT4 3TT, Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 9037 8133

I Our ref: SCORR 79/23
I

Orion Mine Finance

7 Byrant Park

1045 Avenue of the Americas

New York 10018 5 May 2023

Via email: [

Dear I

Thank you for your further correspondence of 19 April 2023. | again acknowledge your
frustrations regarding the time taken in the processing of this regionally significant
planning application through the various stages of the Northern Ireland planning
system and understand the need to make improvements in order to better manage our
economic, environmental and societal needs here.

| would reiterate that all the information requested by the PAC for your application was
transferred to them by May 2022 and planning officials in the Department for
Infrastructure (Dfl) have written to the PAC advising that there remains no impediment
to the Commission timetabling and advising of a date for the public inquiry. We are
extremely keen for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for it to commence
as soon as possible. Indeed, the timing of the inquiry will be raised at a forthcoming
meeting on administrative matters between the Department’s Chief Planner and the
Chief Commissioner. However, jurisdiction for the public inquiry rests with the PAC
who are an independent appellant body, and matters including timetabling and
reporting are for the Commission to manage.

Planning officials with the Department for Infrastructure continue to be in regular
contact with Dalradian Gold Ltd with an update provided from the Chief Planner to the
Managing Director of Dalradian Gold Ltd on the 21 April 2023.

The timing of the inquiry was also raised in a meeting by the Chief Planner with the
Planning Appeals Commission which was held in 04 April 2023. The PAC informed

INVESTORS IN PEC:PLE
We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be

retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



that most administrative processes had been finished and it was hoped a
commissioner would be allocated shortly.

Given this latest update at this time there is little that | could add to, other than to stress
my desire for a date for the public inquiry to be provided and for it to commence as
soon as possible.

Yours sincerely

Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service

We invest in people Silver
The personal information (e.g., name, personal email/home postal address) included in your correspondence, which the Executive Office now holds, will be handled in

accordance with data protection legislation. It will be kept secure and only shared with relevant officials for the purpose of providing a response. This information will be

retained for no longer than is necessary, and in line with the Department’s retention and disposal schedule.



From:
To: DfI Private Office
Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul_
Date: 20 May 2024 11:59:35
Attachments: image001.jpg
image008.jpa
image003.jpa
image005.jpg
image006.jpg

sory, Im not too sure, possibly || || | | - ' neec you to put it on KN first as well

Regards

Department for Infrastructure
Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8GB

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 11:50 AM

o
Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul General ||| | [ Gz

Sorry [} iust checking as I can’t find this on KN,
Which officials are leading on this do you know so | know who to invite?

Thanks

rrom: I -

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 11:48 AM
To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul General_

No probably not

Regards

Department for Infrastructure
Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8GB

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 11:40 AM
To:




Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul_
I
Yes that’s nps do | need to book a pre brief in for this?

Thanks

rrorm: I

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 11:13 AM
To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul_

I have been in touch with- and have agreed for the meeting to be held on 29t May at 11 am. Can you
set up accordingly and formally advise of the date and time and ask if there are any specific agenda items?

| have put a hold in the diary as well.

Regards

Department for Infrastructure
Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8GB

From:
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 2:21 PM
To

Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul General_

CAUTION - This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns, please report
for investigation.

Many thanks for your prompt response. Sorry if | should have reached out to the Diary Secretary, but your
contact information was given to me by the Execuitve Office.

Looking forward to hearing back with a few potential dates.

Best wishes

(‘Bmwzuml Gbmu[ale Qeﬂmaf, EBeqaa.{



Mok .
Fax Vo,

rrom: I

Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 2:13 PM
ro: I -
Subject: RE: Meeting Request from US Consul_

Thanks ] ! will share with my diary Secretary who will be in touch to discuss possible dates.

Regards

Department for Infrastructure
-E Clarence Court, 10-18 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8GB

o I
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 2:09 PM

o
Subject: Meeting Request from US Consul ||| GGG

oeor I
| am emailing on behalf of the US Consul ||| || | | [ [N hose bio | have attached for

your perusal. _ asked me to reach out to check the availability of Minister O’'Dowd, as
he would very much like request a courtesy meeting with him if possible.- is happy to meet at
Stormont or anywhere that works with the Ministers diary.

Please acknowledge receipt of email, and if agreeable, can you forward a few suitable dates and
times?

Kind Regards

@merican Conoulate Seneral, Belfast
el M.
Mok M.
Fax M.




From:

To: DfI Private Office

Subject: Agenda response - Meeting Minister O"Dowd
Date: 20 May 2024 13:50:21

Attachments: image001.jpg

Bio for Consul General_docx

CAUTION — This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concems, please report for
investigation.

0 )
Many thanks for confirming the meeting with _, whose bio | have attached for your

perusal.

Re the Agenda, it is purely a courtesy call, as the_ has met with most of the Ministers. | believe
they seen each other briefly at an event, and both agreed a formal meeting would be beneficial for both
parties...

Many thanks

(‘P/(M/u'can Gonoufale. Qene/mf, (J_’)e ank
3ol Vo.
Mot V.
Fax VNo.

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 1:29 PM

To: I

Subject: Meeting Minister O'Dowd

Good afternoon-,

Thank you for contacting Private Office to arrange a meeting with Minister O’Dowd. This
request has been held in the Minister’s diary for Wednesday 29t May 2024 at 11am in James
House. To finalise this | would be grateful if you could forward an agenda today to Private
Office?

Kind Regards

Dfl Private Office

Clarence Court
10-18 Adelaide Street
BELFAST BT2 8GB

>4 Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

[]




INVITATION - BRIEFING - COVER SHEET

Department for

IE: Infrastructure

An Roinn
Bonneagair
Depairtment fur

Infrastructure

veww.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Invite From

The US Consul General, _

Invitation type

Event/Visit Meeting

Details of meeting/event/visit

The Consul General has requested a
‘courtesy meeting’ with you. The meeting

has been arranged for Wednesday 29 May
2024 at 11am. h has had
similar meetings with most of your

Executive colleagues.

Venue Address:
Please include map or directions for Ministerial
driver if appropriate.

Wednesday 29 May 2024 at 11am in
James House

Pre-brief date & time
(if applicable)

External attendees

N/A

—-a
short bio o IS attached at
Annex A.

Supporting official(s) (including Note taker):
Please outline who will accompany and support the
Minister at the event and include their mobile
phone number.

Strategy and Business
anning, Mob:

Supporting press officer:
Please include mobile phone number.

One of the team will be available in JH.

Who will greet Minister & where:

N/A

Key Facts and figures

N/A

Media interest likely?

Press Office will take a photo for social
media purposes




INVITATION - BRIEFING MEMO

From: H Reference: DFI/INV/1266/2024

rategy and Business Planning
Tel:

xt:
Date: 23 May 2024
To: 1. m CC List:

orporate Strategy and Performance
2. MINISTER

MEETING WITH US CONSUL GENERAL

Event: Courtesy meeting with the US Consul General, _

Timing: Wednesday 29 May 2024 at 11am
FOI In the event of a request for disclosure of information contained in
Implications: this briefing under the FOI Act, the request would be considered in

the context of the relevant provisions of the legislation, including
any relevant exemptions that may be applicable.”

Presentational | An opportunity for positive engagement with the US Consul General
Issues: — a press release can be prepared and press office are available to
take a photo at the meeting for use on social media (Cleared AG
23/5/24)

Ensure to liaise with Press Office as necessary

DETAIL

1. The US Consul General, |||} ]l has vritten to ask for a ‘courtesy
meeting’ with you. His office has advised that he has met with most of your Executive
colleagues.

2. The meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 29 May 2024 at 11am in James

House. ||l " accompany you to the meeting.

3. As this is an introductory meeting there is no formal agenda and therefore we have
provided no overall Departmental briefing. However, given previous US interest in
the Dalradian project we have included, at Annex B, a broad overview of the up-to-
date position with Dalradian and the Public Inquiry. Should the need arise, you may
also wish to draw on your most recent Oral/Topical questions briefing.



Annex A  Bio of the US Consul General, _

Annex B Dalradian Project

Contact Number: -

Copied to:
Denis McMahon
Declan McGeown




ANNEX B

DALRADIAN PROJECT

Background

On 22 September 2021 the Department, pursuant to its powers under section 26 of the
Planning Act (NI) 2011 caused a public local inquiry (PLI) into the Dalradian Gold
Limited applications for underground mining and associated development.

This followed a public statement by former Minister Hazzard, made before the
application was received by the Department, that the application would be the subject of
a public local inquiry.

The Department appointed the Planning Appeals Commission (the Commission), as an
independent body to examine and to consider representations in respect of those
applications. Other government bodies with related consents also caused public local
inquiries under their own specific legislation and suggested, in the interests of efficiency,
that the Commission hear these in conjunction with the planning applications. The
decision to conjoin the various matters was one taken by the Commission.

An issue was raised by the Commission with DAERA in relation to the PLI associated
with two abstraction licenses. It subsequently transpired that these were ‘deemed
refused’ and so the PLI direction in respect of those licenses was void. Officials
understand from correspondence on the Commission’s website from DAERA that a
solution has been proposed and actioned and that the original inquiry timetable should
be unaffected.

The Commission wrote to the three referring authorities seeking their views on the
conjoined PLI continuing.

Officials wrote to the Commission in response and outlined our position that,
notwithstanding the issues with the abstraction licenses, the public local inquiries for the
planning application should proceed and that we saw no impediment to that being the
case. Officials understand the other referring authorities have expressed similar
opinions to the Commission.

Nevertheless, the Commission opted to suspend the inquiry process and advised the

parties at the same time as making that decision public via their website.

Lines to Take

Whilst the timing of the public local inquiry is a matter for the Planning Appeals
Commission, the Department is keen that the hearing sessions can proceed without

unnecessary delay, in the interests of a decision for all parties and in the public interest.



[ ] PRE-BRIEF

[ ] X MEETING

Department for

Infrastructure

An Roinn
Bonneagair
Depairtment fur
Infrastructure

www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

TIME AND DATE OF MEETING:

Wednesday 29" May at 11am

TITLE/ORGANISATION:

(Include INV number where possible and
ensure title on pre-brief and meeting notes are

Introductory meeting with US Consul General ||| Gz

the same)

VENUE: [ ] XJames [ ] Stormont [] Video [] Other — please specify
House Call

LIST OF ATTENDEES:

[ ] X Minister [ ] SpAd [ ]X PS

OFFICIALS:

OTHERS:(IncIude
Pdf Copies of any
Presentations
Delivered)

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED:

Introductions

Departmental priorities and delivery

Planning

NIW and waste water

AISRR and US investment (election investment)

Dalradian mining

Gaza

ISSUES AGREED (must be completed):

Dalradian mining — [l asked Minister to inform him if the conversation with this company
wasn’t constructive and Minister agreed.

Both agreed to keep in touch.




ACTION POINTS / OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE:

NOTE WRITTEN BY: _ DATE: 29/5/24

Signed and Dated by Lead Policy Official: ____NA

Signed and Dated by Minister/Private Office representative: _ 29/5/24



From: DfI Private Office

To:
Subject: RE: INV-0148-2025 - Meeting request
Date: 04 March 2025 16:14:00

Attachments: image001.png

Hil
Yes, a member of Private Office will come down and meet_ on arrival.
We have reserved parking for this car and reg for this date, security have been made aware.

Grateful if you could send through the list of attendees and agenda if required.

Kind regards

Department for Infrastructure
James House, 2 - 4 Cromac Avenue, Belfast BT7 2JA

[<]

rror:

Sent: 03 March 2025 17:10
To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: INV-0148-2025 - Meeting request

CAUTION — This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concems, please report for
investigation.

Hi-, on behalf of_, I can confirm he would delighted to meet with

Minister Kimmons on March 31%tin Parliament Building at 15:45 -16:30.

Would it be possible to secure parking at the WEST DOOR for |2 If so. he wilt be driving a ||| | I

wit

AtthougHJJJij has a pass, would it be possible for someone to meet/greet and escort him to the Ministers
Office?

| look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Kind Regards

LLPA‘HCWI.,CO M GA)’IOAAEO/{C g Crﬂ(‘/bﬂf, Ug Crl?(lo'{



Mok .
Fax Vo.

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Monday, March 3, 2025 3:34 PM

ro: I

Subject: RE: INV-0148-2025 - Meeting request

Hi

Thank you also for your prompt response.

The next available date in Minister Kimmins Diary is:

Monday 318! March 15.45-16.30 in Parliament Buildings

Grateful if you could confirm if this date is suitable, if it also isn’t | can send through a few
alternatives that we can look at.

Kind regards

2] Department for Infrastructure
James House, 2 - 4 Cromac Avenue, Belfast BT7 2JA

From:
Sent: 03 March 2025 14:47

To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: INV-0148-2025 - Meeting request

Thank you for your email and for your prompt response. We have a VIP from our Embassy in London in

that day and the 27" also. Can you provide me with the next available date after March 26t please?

Best

@nesican Consulale Sencral, Belfast
el V.
Mok Vo

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Monday, March 3, 2025 2:12 PM

ro: I

Subject: INV-0148-2025 - Meeting request




Good afternoon,-

Thank you for the attached Bio and the information of date availability.
The next available date in Ministers Diary is:

Tuesday 26 March 15.45-16.30 at Parliament Buildings

Grateful if you could confirm if this date and time is suitable.

Kind regards

Department for Infrastructure
James House, 2 - 4 Cromac Avenue, Belfast BT7 2JA

From:
Sent: 03 March 2025 11:36

To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office @infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: INV-0148-2025 - Meeting request

vear
Thank you for your recent email. As mentioned, the US Consul_

would be very much appreciate it if you could set up an introductory meeting with the Minister
for Infrastructure Lis Kimmons. | was hoping to have the meeting locked down before-

departs for Washington on March 9™ put realize that is not giving you too much lead time.

- returns to Northern Ireland of March 20t so if we can aim for afterwards that is fine too.

Resending || ] bio for your perusal.

Best wishes and | look forward to hearing from you in the not too distant future.

@mm/i/oan @va&ﬂie gum/a/[), %@Eﬁa/ﬁ)ﬁ

Il Vo
Mok .
Fax M.
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INVITATION — COVER SHEET

Invite From

The US Consul General, N

Invitation type

Event/Visit | Meeting

Details of meeting/event/visit

The Consul General has requested a
meeting with you. The meeting has been
arranged for Monday 31St March 2025 at
15:45-16:30. has had similar
meetings with most of your Executive
colleagues.

Venue Address:
Please include map or directions for Ministerial
driver if appropriate.

Monday 31st March 2025, 15:45-16:30 in
the Minister's Room, Parliament Building

Pre-brief Date & Time
(if applicable)

A Pre Brief is scheduled for Monday 31st
March at 15:30-15:45 in the Minister’s room,
Parliament Buidlings

External attendees

, US Consul General — a

ey —
short bio of I s attached at

Annex C.

Supporting official(s):

Please outline who will accompany and support the
Minister at the event and include their mobile
phone number.

B B Strategy and Business
Planning, Mob: |

Supporting press officer:
Please include mobile phone number.

N/A

Who will greet Minister & where:

Please outline who will meet Minister on arrival,
include their organisation, job title and contact
mobile number.

N/A

Key Facts and figures

N/A

Media interest likely?

No




Contents

Contents

INVITATION — COVER SHEET ... e 1
MEETING WITH US CONSUL GENERAL
Detail
Annex A - Agreed Agenda/ Event Programme............. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Annex B - Speaking Notes................ccoooeeiiiiiii, Error! Bookmark not defined.
AnnexC-THEUS CONSULGENERAL, I - 5
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INVITATION - BRIEFING MEMO

From: I Reference: INV-0148-2025

Strategy and Business Planning

Tel: I
Ext: I
Date: 25 March 2025
To: 1. CC List:

Corporate Strategy and Performance

2. MINISTER

MEETING WITH US CONSUL GENERAL

Event: Courtesy meeting with the US Consul General, | illll]
I

Timing: Routine

FOI Implications: In the event of a request for disclosure of information

contained in this briefing under the FOI Act, the request
would be considered in the context of the relevant
provisions of the legislation, including any relevant
exemptions that may be applicable.”

Presentational Issues: Minister may wish to issue a photo and social media
post following the meeting but press office can
discuss with her — G.O 25/2/25

Detail
1. The US Consul General, |l has written to ask for an

introductory meeting with you. His office has advised that he has met previously

with most of your Executive colleagues.

2. The meeting has been arranged for Monday 31t March 2025, 15:45-16:30 at
Parliament Building. |l \Vi!! accompany you to the meeting.

3. I =s the US Consulate had an introductory meeting with John
O’Dowd, MLA on 29 May 2024 when he held the Infrastructure portfolio. At this

3



Contents

meeting | discussed high level issues around Infrastructure with

the then Minister.

4. As this is an introductory meeting there is no formal agenda and therefore we
have provided no overall Departmental briefing. Should the need arise, you may

also wish to draw on your most recent Oral/Topical questions briefing.

5. However, given previous US interest in the Dalradian project we have included,
at Annex B, a broad overview of the up-to-date position with Dalradian and the

Public Inquiry.

Annex A Bio of the US Consul General, NG

Annex B Lines to Take

Contact Number: il

Copied to:
Denis McMahon
Declan McGeown

Alistair Beggs
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Annex B — Lines to Take

DALRADIAN PROJECT

Lines to Take

Although disappointed at the Planning Appeals Commission decision to
suspend the Public Local Inquiry (PLI) the department acknowledge the
concerns of the public and Fermanagh and Omagh District Council and accept
there was no alternative but to accept the requests that the PAC should
suspend the PLI until further consultation takes place. | acknowledge the

principle of public participation should be fully upheld.

Given concerns were raised in the opening days of the Inquiry regarding the
public in Donegal not being given sufficient information or time to engage in a
consultation process will access to sufficient information and appropriate time

be afforded when the transboundary consultation is properly made.

In our consultation with the Irish government my department identified relevant
documentation which is being consulted upon and sought to agree a
reasonable time period for its public to consider and comment on the
applications. It was also be highlighted that in agreeing the time period for
consultation the Irish government be cognisant of the volume and complexity of

the documentation.

The Department continues to engage with the Planning Appeals Commission
on administrative issues. The jurisdiction for progressing the public local inquiry

and the matter of a further timetable thereafter will be for the commission to set.



Contents

Backqground

On 22 September 2021 the Department, pursuant to its powers under section 26
of the Planning Act (NI) 2011 caused a public local inquiry (PLI) into the Dalradian
Gold Limited applications for underground mining and associated development.
This followed a public statement by former Minister Hazzard, made before the
application was received by the Department, that the application would be the
subject of a public local inquiry.

The Department appointed the Planning Appeals Commission (the Commission),
as an independent body to examine and to consider representations in respect of
those applications. Other government bodies with related consents also caused
public local inquiries under their own specific legislation and suggested, in the
interests of efficiency, that the Commission hear these in conjunction with the
planning applications. The decision to conjoin the various matters was one taken
by the Commission.

An issue was raised by the Commission with DAERA in relation to the PLI
associated with two abstraction licenses. It subsequently transpired that these
were ‘deemed refused’ and so the PLI direction in respect of those licenses was
void. Officials understand from correspondence on the Commission’s website from
DAERA that a solution has been proposed and actioned and that the original inquiry
timetable should be unaffected.

The Commission wrote to the three referring authorities seeking their views on the
conjoined PLI continuing.

Officials wrote to the Commission in response and outlined our position that,
notwithstanding the issues with the abstraction licenses, the public local inquiries
for the planning application should proceed and that we saw no impediment to that
being the case. Officials understand the other referring authorities have expressed
similar opinions to the Commission.

Nevertheless, the Commission opted to suspend the inquiry process and advised
the parties at the same time as making that decision public via their website.

New applications for abstraction and impound licences were made following the
earlier recognition that the earlier applications were out of time and that the NIEA

did not have jurisdiction to request the Commission to hold a Public Local Inquiry.

7
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Once this was remedied, the Commission issued fresh directions on 11 September
2024.

Following exchanges of statements of case and rebuttals, the reconvened hearing
sessions opened on 13 January 2025.

The public local inquiry process allows for the identification of processing issues
and to allow them to be rectified to better inform the process. In this case a
procedural matter regarding transboundary consultation was raised in discussions
Although disappointed at the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) decision to
suspend the Public Local Inquiry (PLI) the Department for Infrastructure
acknowledge the concerns of the public with regard the process of transboundary
consultation and accept there was no alternative but to accept the requests that
the PAC should suspend the PLI until further consultation takes place. It is
acknowledged that the principle of public participation should be fully upheld.
Whilst the Department for Infrastructure did carry out transboundary consultation
specifically with Donegal County Council on 29 April 2024 , Planning Officials
issued a revised transboundary consultation to the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage Ireland (DHLGH) on 30 January 2025 which will allow
the public in the south of Ireland the opportunity to have their say and express
views on the project prior to the resumption of the Conjoined Public Local Inquiry.
DHLGH in response of 20 February 2025 gave formal notification of Ireland’s
participation in the transboundary consultation and has nominated of Donegal
County Council as the local authority facilitating Ireland’s public consultation, it was
confirmed on 25 February 2025 that the public consultation period is from
Wednesday 26 February 2025 to Wednesday 23 April 2025.

The correspondence from the Irish Government has been sent to the PAC. The
Commission had listed a mid-inquiry meeting for 26 March 2025, at which it wished
to consider the progress of the transboundary consultation. In the knowledge the
public consultation period is open until the 23 April 2025, the commission has
cancelled the mid-inquiry meeting.

The matter of a further timetable thereafter will be for the PAC to decide and set.



[ ] PRE-BRIEF

X] MEETING

Department for

Infrastructure

An Roinn
Bonneagair
Depairtment fur
Infrastructure

www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

TIME AND DATE OF MEETING:

Monday 315t March 2025, 15:45

TITLE/ORGANISATION:

(Include INV number where possible and

ensure title on pre-brief and meeting notes are

INV 0148 2025 - Introductory meeting with the US Consul [|jjjJj

the same)

VENUE: [ ] James X] Stormont [] Video [] Other — please specify
House Call

LIST OF ATTENDEES: ]

X] Minister [ ] SpAd X PS

OFFICIALS: _ — Strategy & Business Planning

OTHERS:(IncIude
Pdf Copies of any
Presentations
Delivered)

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED:
Minister Kimmins welcomed ||l to the meeting and thanked him for his support to

date.

stated that he has now had an introductory meeting with all of the Executive
Ministers so as to understand their current work areas and to offer any support that America can
give to the Executive.

A range of topics were discussed including:

¢ the development of critical economic infrastructure including public transport, roads and
water and wastewater networks;

¢ the importance of the PfG and how the development of infrastructure underpins the roll
out of many of the commitments within the document;

¢ the crucial role of having a planning system that supports economic growth;

e the work which has already been undertaken to improve the planning system here; and

¢ the opportunities that exist here for future economic and tourist developments projects
particularly from the private sector in North America.




ISSUES AGREED (must be completed):

It was agreed to continue engagement in the future on these important areas.

ACTION POINTS / OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE:

Minister Kimmins suggested an invitation be sent to to the forthcoming Planning
conference on Wednesday 2" April. to arrange this.

NOTE WRITTEN BY: ||

DATE: 15t April 2025

Signed and Dated by Lead Policy Official:

Signed and Dated by Minister/Private Office representative:




DALRADIAN 157 Adetaide Streo Wost
Suite 510
RESDYHEES Toronto, ON MsH 4E7

t +416 583 5600
www.dalradian.com

21 May 2024

First Min— and deputy First Minister Emma Little-Pengelly MLA

SDO3 Stormont Castle, Stormont Estate
Belfast BT4 3TT

Sent by email to private.office @executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk

Re: Damage to Northern Ireland’s reputation due to delays on $1 billion US investment
Dear First Minister and Deputy First Minister,

First, congratulations to you both on your appointment as leaders of the government in Northern Ireland. We were very
pleased to see resumption of government earlier this year and hoped that it would herald a more stable period for
investment in the region. Unfortunately, our experience has been the opposite, with a stalled planning process on one of
the largest-ever American FDI projects, which contradicts your message that Northern Ireland is open for business.

The current hold-up with the public inquiry is just the latest in a series of delays in the planning process for our project in
Tyrone. We were relieved in February to see a schedule released for the public local inquiry, over 2 years after it was
referred to the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) and over 6 years since submitting the application. Unfortunately, shortly
after completion of the first step in the process (a pre-inquiry meeting), the PAC took the decision to suspend the process
because of an administrative error. This was despite the instructions of the referring parties whose opinion the PAC had
requested —both Dfl Planning and Dfl Roads as well as DAERA — to continue with the inquiry timeline. What message does
that send that about co-ordinated government in Northern Ireland?

The proposed mine at Curraghinalt presents a major opportunity to support regionally balanced growth, enhance
productivity, re-enforce Northern Ireland’s net-zero credentials and provide 1,000 good, well-paid jobs. These benefits are in
keeping with the four pillars of the Economy Minister’s economic vision.

Timely decision-making matters when it comes to global investment. Northern Ireland, and the wider UK, have a poor
reputation and there are any number of reports on planning and the need for reform. On a tour of the US last year, Rachel
Reeves concluded that planning (problems) are the biggest impediment to US investment in the UK. Investors in our project
include many US State Pension Funds and they now have an exceptionally poor view of the system in NI. This is detrimental
to any further investment by them and their peers.

We and our US investment partners request your assistance as the leaders of the government in Northern Ireland to get the
planning process back on-track and to keep it there. The delays to a decision on our project do not serve the public interest
and will have a substantial negative impact on Northern Ireland’s reputation as a destination for foreign direct investment.

Sincerely,




Department for

E: Infrastructure

An Roinn
Bonneagair

Depairtment fur

Infrastructure

www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

From: _ Your Ref:

Regional Planning Policy and Casework Our Ref: COR-1409-2024
Tel I
Date: 7 June 2024
To: 1. Alistair Beggs cc: Copy distribution below

2. John O'Dowd MLA
Minister for Infrastructure

cor.-1405-202+: [N -0 GE TO
NORTHERN IRELAND’S REPUTATION DUE TO DELAYS ON $1 BILLION US
INVESTMENT

Issue: of Dalradian Resources
Inc., has written to the First and deputy First Minister with regards
to the delays in the planning process in Northern Ireland,
specifically in relation to the Dalradian Gold Mine project

Timescale: ROUTINE (clearance required within 5 working days)

Presentational Issues: No proactive communications required. If there are queries
officials and press office will work on an appropriate response. LT
716124

FOI Implications e The content of this case is likely to be fully disclosable;

Financial Implications: N/A

Legislative N/A
Implications:

Section 75 N/A
Implications:

Executive Referral: N/A
Recommendation: That you:

e Clear the draft letter to issue.



BACKGROUND

¢ You will be aware of the suspension of the Public Local Inquiry (PLI) into
the Dalradian Gold Limited applications for underground mining and
associated development in Omagh (AQW 11586/22-27).

¢ Anissue was raised by the Planning Appeals Commission with DAERA in
relation to the PLI associated with two abstraction licenses. It subsequently
transpired that these were ‘deemed refused’ and so the PLI direction in

respect of those licenses was void.

o The Commission with regards this issue, wrote to the three referring
authorities seeking their views on the conjoined PLI continuing.
Departmental officials responded to the Commission in response and
outlined that, notwithstanding the issues with the abstraction licenses, the
public local inquiries for the planning application should proceed and
considered that there was no impediment to that being the case. Officials
understand the other referring authorities expressed similar opinions to
the Commission. The Commission however decided to postpone the PLI

process.

. I e parent company Dalradian

Resources Inc., has written to the First and deputy First Minister with
regards to the delays in the planning process in Northern Ireland,
specifically in relation to the Dalradian Gold Mine project. He states that
such delays do not serve the public interest and will have a substantial
negative impact on Northern Ireland’s reputation as a destination for

foreign direct investment.

o As a result, [l has written to request assistance to get the

planning process ‘back on track’.

e You are aware of the role and functions of the Planning Appeals
Commission (PAC) (SUB-1149-2024); that the Commission are not part of
any Government Department but receive financial and administrative
support from the Northern Ireland Courts & Tribunal Service and of the

impact of PAC resourcing issues on the efficiency and effectiveness of the



wider planning system. You have indicated it is you intention to discuss the

appropriate resourcing of the Commission with the Minister of Justice.

e The jurisdiction for the public inquiry, including administrative matters and

timetabling is for the PAC to manage and the Department has no control

over this. The fact jurisdiction rests with the PAC has been clearly
articulated to ||| il)j and Dalradian on many occasions.

¢ You are aware of the Planning Improvement Programme (PIP) and while

there are no specific actions relating to the PAC within it, a number of

actions require engagement with or the agreement of the Commission to

ensure a successful outcome.

Drafted by:

Cleared by Head of Division:

Cleared by Special Adviser:

Copy to:

Copied to:

Denis McMahon
Julie Thompson
Alistair Beggs
Kathryn McFerran

Scott Symington
Susan Wilkin

Dfl Press Office

I 7 /e 2024 ¢ I

Alistair Beggs (G5), 7 June 2024, Ext No. |||}



From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure

JOHN O’DOWD MLA

Private Office, 3rd Floor,
James House, Gasworks Site,
2 - 4 Cromac Street,

Dalradian Resources Inc. _I?ellfasr:, BT7 2?5\2 §) 9054 0540

. elephone:
157 Adelaide Street West Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Suite 510

Toronto, ON M5H 4E7
Your reference: XXXX

Our reference: COR-1409-2024
[Date]

B = chars,

RE: Planning process delays and the Dalradian Gold Mine Project

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 May 2024 addressed to the First and
Deputy Minister requesting their assistance with the above. Your correspondence
has been passed to me for response given my role as Minster for Infrastructure.

The Department is keen for the Public Local Inquiry into the Dalradian Gold
Limited applications to re-commence as soon as possible. However, jurisdiction
for the Public Local Inquiry rests with the Planning Appeals Commission which is
an independent appellant body not connected to the Department. Administrative
matters including timetabling and reporting are for the Commission to manage.

| can assure you that | am committed to ensuring that our planning system
operates in an efficient and effective way and will continue to work closely with key
stakeholders to improve processes and increase the efficiency of the
system. Accordingly, a Planning Improvement Programme (PIP) has been
developed and is being delivered in partnership with local government to improve
the effectiveness and efficiency of our planning system.

Although there are no actions in the Planning Improvement Programme (PIP)
relating specifically to the PAC, several of the actions, require collaborative
working with key stakeholders, including the PAC, to ensure successful outcomes.

Whilst responsibility for the PAC sits outside my Department, | am committed to
making necessary improvements to all parts of the planning system, and | intend
to meet with my Ministerial colleague, Naomi Long MLA to consider how we can
work together to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of this important part of
the planning system.

| hope this information is of assistance to you.
Is mise le meas,

JOHN O’'DOWD MLA
Minister for Infrastructure
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Private Office, 3rd Floor,

James House, Gasworks Site,
2 - 4 Cromac Street,
alradian Resources Inc. Belfast, BT7 2JA
157 Adelaide Street West Telephone:  (028) 9054 0540

Suite 510 Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Toronto, ON M5H 4E7

Your reference: XXXX
Our reference: COR-1409-2024
[Date]

pear N

RE: Planning process delays and the Dalradian Gold Mine Project

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 May 2024 addressed to the First and
Deputy Minister of Northern requesting their assistance with the above.

Your correspondence has been passed to the Minister for Infrastructure for
response given his responsibility for xywfyjlmudssrel4n Northern Ireland. The
Minister has seen your correspondence and has asked me to reply on his behalf.

The Department is keen for the Public Local Inquiry into the Dalradian Gold
Limited applications to re-commence as soon as possible. However, jurisdiction
for the Public Local Inquiry rests with the Planning Appeals Commission, an
independent appellant body not connected to the Department. Administrative
matters including timetabling and reporting are for the Commission to manage.

The Minister however is committed to ensuring that the planning system operates
in an efficient and effective way and will continue to work closely with key
stakeholders to improve processes and increase the efficiency of the
system. Accordingly, a Planning Improvement Programme (PIP) has been
developed and is being delivered in partnership with local government to improve
the effectiveness and efficiency of the planning system.

Although there are no actions in the Planning Improvement Programme (PIP)
relating specifically to the PAC, a number of the actions require collaborative
working with key stakeholders, including the PAC, to ensure successful outcomes.

Whilst responsibility for the PAC sits outside the Department for Infrastructure, the
Minister is committed to making necessary improvements to all parts of the
planning system and intends to meet with his Ministerial colleague, Naomi Long
MLA to consider how they can work together to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of this important part of the planning system.

I hope this information is of assistance to you.



Yours sincerely



From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure

JOHN O’DOWD MLA

Private Office, 3rd Floor,
James House, Gasworks Site,
2 - 4 Cromac Street,
Dalradian Resources Inc. _Eﬁel'fasg’ BT7 2€0A2 8) 8054 0540
. elephone:
15? Adelaide Street West Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Suite 510

Toronto, ON M5H 4E7

Your reference: XXXX
Our reference: COR-1409-2024
20 June 2024

I 2 chara,

RE: PLANNING PROCESS DELAYS AND THE DALRADIAN GOLD MINE
PROJECT

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 May 2024 addressed to the First and
Deputy Minister requesting their assistance with the above. Your correspondence
has been passed to me for response given my role as Minster for Infrastructure.

The Department is keen for the Public Local Inquiry into the Dalradian Gold
Limited applications to re-commence as soon as possible. However, jurisdiction
for the Public Local Inquiry rests with the Planning Appeals Commission which is
an independent appellant body not connected to the Department. Administrative
matters including timetabling and reporting are for the Commission to manage.

| can assure you that | am committed to ensuring that our planning system
operates in an efficient and effective way and will continue to work closely with key
stakeholders to improve processes and increase the efficiency of the
system. Accordingly, a Planning Improvement Programme (PIP) has been
developed and is being delivered in partnership with local government to improve
the effectiveness and efficiency of our planning system.

Although there are no actions in the Planning Improvement Programme (PIP)
relating specifically to the PAC, several of the actions, require collaborative
working with key stakeholders, including the PAC, to ensure successful outcomes.

Whilst responsibility for the PAC sits outside my Department, | am committed to
making necessary improvements to all parts of the planning system, and | intend
to meet with my Ministerial colleague, Naomi Long MLA to consider how we can
work together to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of this important part of
the planning system.

| hope this information is of assistance to you.



JOHN O'DOWD MLA
Minister for Infrastructure



To: DAI Private Office
Subject: INV-0356-2025 - American Consulate General - Dalradian Update
Date: 27 May 2025 11:35:10

CAUTION - This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns,
please report for investigation.

Good morning-

| am emailing on behalf of the Consul General_ to check the availability for
a meeting with Minister Kimmons. The main reason for the meeting is to discuss Dalradian

update.

-is happy to go your offices, or equall,y he is happy to host the Minister Kimmons for a

coffee at_(the official residence).

Look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Best
Lorna

@merican Conolate Seneral, U?nl}‘}.a{
Il Mo
Mok Do
t’?ﬂ.\’ L\)[O
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egional Planning Policy and Casework Ve e
Reference: Dfl/ INV/0356/2025
Tel: -
Date: June 2025
To: cc: As per email
1. Liz Kimmins MLA
Minister for Infrastructure
From: The US Consul General, ||| Gz

Invitation type:

Event Meeting

Details:

The US Consul General has written to you to request a
meeting with you for an update on the Dalradian Gold Mine
Project.

Venue

is happy to meet at Parliament Buildings or at
Ardnavally (the official residence).

Date and time

Any other diary Yes No
commitments : Py
(This will be completed by Private Office Details of any conflicts:
prior to commissioning of case)
Recommendation: Accept
Decline Offer Official Yes No
Attendance

Reason for
Recommendation:

As the decision maker on this highly contentious planning
application, it is recommended that you decline the meeting
request. A meeting is not considered beneficial as the
applications are currently the subject of a public local inquiry
before the Planning Appeals Commission. Furthermore, a
precedent may also be set to meet with other interested parties
including a number of community groups opposed to the
project, who have been vociferous in their objection to the

project, should you meet with the US Consulate.

Press Office Comments:

No proactive comms anticipated as advice is to decline-
G.O 5/6/25

Departmental Priority




Department for
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SpAd comments: Accept High|Priotity |
Medium Priority ;
Low Priority
Decline
Further information required
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You have recently met with || l]. the US Consul, (INV/0148 /2025 refers).

You will be aware of the position of the Dalradian Public Local Inquiry
(INV/0060/2025 refers). By way of update, on the conclusion of the transboundary
public consultation period, approximately 1,600 responses were received. The
electronic submission of all representations received, and a corresponding
spreadsheet of names and addresses was sent to the Planning Appeals Commission
(“PAC”) on 30 May 2025. Officials are also progressing the PACs additional request
for 03 no. x hard copies of all representations received. It is hoped this will enable
the PAC to now proceed to arrange the further timetabling of the public local inquiry.

The matter of a further timetable is however for the PAC to decide and set.

The Department has received correspondence from an objector to the development
requesting copies of any information held involving lobbying by U.S. Congress
Member with regards to the Dalradian Gold Mine Project. It is likely that this is in

relation to the attached news article.

m°
Irish News Dalradian
article.odt

Minister, do you wish to:

Accept?

Decline?

Decline but official meeting to be
offered?

Decline but official to attend?
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From the office of the Minister for Infrastructure

LIZ KIMMINS MLA

!merlcan !OHSULL !enera|,

Belfast
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Private Office, 3rd Floor,

James House, Gasworks Site,

2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,

Belfast, BT7 2JA

Telephone: (028) 9054 0105

Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Your reference: XXXX
Our reference: INV-0356-2025

[Date]

UPDATE ON THE DALRADIAN GOLD MINE PROJECT

Thank you for your invitation.

| would be pleased to accept your invitation to meet the US Consul General |||}

| would be grateful if you could contact my diary secretary at Private.Office@infrastructure-
ni.gov.uk in order to make the necessary arrangements.

Is mise le meas,

LIZ KIMMINS MLA
Minister for Infrastructure
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Private Office, 3rd Floor,
James House, Gasworks Site,
2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,
merican consulate General, Belfast, BT7 2JA
Belfast Telephone: (028) 9054 0105
Email: Private office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
emeit:
Your reference: XXXX
Our reference: INV-0356-2025
[Date]

Dear-

UPDATE ON THE DALRADIAN GOLD MINE PROJECT

Thank you for your invitation to Dfl Minister Liz Kimmins MLA.

The Minister has advised that she would be pleased to accept your invitation to meet the
US Consul General

| would be grateful if you could contact the Ministers diary secretary at
Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk in order to make the necessary arrangements.

Yours sincerely
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Private Office, 3rd Floor,
merican consulate General, James House, Gasworks Site,
Belfast 2 - 4 Cromac Avenue,

Belfast, BT7 2JA
(028) 9054 0105

) Telephone:
Email: _ Email: Private.office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Your reference: XXXX
Our reference: INV-0356-2025
[Date]

Dear-

UPDATE ON THE DALRADIAN GOLD MINE PROJECT

Thank you for your invitation to Dfl Minister Liz Kimmins MLA to meet the US Consul
Generalh.

The Dalradian Gold Mine applications are the subject of a Public Local Inquiry before the
Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) which is currently postponed. The Department is
keen that the Dalradian Gold Mine hearing sessions can recommence without further delay,
in the interests of a decision for all parties and in the public interest. However, as the PAC
is an independent appellant body, not connected to the Department, jurisdiction for the
public inquiry, including administrative matters and timetabling, are for the Commission to
manage. Therefore, on this occasion, therefore, the Minister is unable to accept your offer
to meet.

Should you wish to meet with an official instead please contact
Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk and this will be passed to the relevant official in the
Department.

Yours sincerely



From:

To: DfI Private Office

ce Beags, Aistai; NN I I
Subject: URGENT: Dalradian part input

Date: 26 February 2025 16:47:36

Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg

Hi

| thought that too, no worries.

I’m reaching out on behalf of the NI Bureau in Washington ahead of the deputy First
Minister travel to DC. Could you please provide some lines to take in relation to the
Dalradian mine? With the narrative now shifting to critical minerals. Which is topical in the
US with the spotlight on Ukrainian minerals. Has there been any discussions with
Dalradian on their approach and to critical minerals here in NI?

Grateful for a return by Midday Friday 28 February.

Much appreciated,

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 February 2025 16:42

To: I

Subject: RE: Dalradian part input

a1 |

Just thinking, LTT s will require clearance by the Minister and should come through us first.
If you forward a request to PO, I'll get it issued urgently.

Regards

-
rrorn:

Sent: 26 February 2025 16:34
To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Dalradian part input

Thanks- —I’ll reach out to Alistair now.

From: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>




Sent: 26 February 2025 16:17

To:

cc
I cces, Alstar

<Alistair.Beggs@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Dalradian part input

Good Afternoon.
The Dfl official dealing with Dalradian is Alister Beggs.

Kind Regards

m | Department for Infrastructure
I oor, James House, romac Avenue, Belfast, BT7 2JA

[ ?]

rror:

Sent: 26 February 2025 15:46
To: Dfl Private Office <Private.Office@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>

s

Subject: Dalradian part input

Hi Private Office,

Could you provide me with the official who is looking after Dalradian, please? We are
requesting LTT ahead of the deputy First Minister travel to US.

Much appreciated,

The Executive Office
Stormont Castle
Belfast

BT4 3TT



Ext:
Tel:

Did the International Relations team help you? Please complete our survey.

executive-office - with web address

2]



DFI CORR-0167-2021

PART INPUT TO TEO - DALRADIAN

In response to the companies approach to critical minerals, this would be a matter
for DfE — GSNI to advise upon as to whether any discussions on this matter have
taken place. Dfl Planning through the planning application process had not has
specific discussions with regard critical minerals with the company.
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From: ] Your Ref:
Our Ref: COR-XXX-2025
Tel: I
Date: 28 February 2025
To: 1. Name of Official (Clearing Draft) cc: Copy distribution below

2. Liz Kimmins MLA
Minister for Infrastructure

Checklist for Officials:
Cleared by Press Office:
Finance Clearance/ No Financial Implications:
CM link, Draft Reply doc & original email attached:

0o

If part input required:
Background Complete, cleared & part input attached: [

PART INPUT TO TEO COR-0167-2025: |

I - UPDATE ON THE TRANSBOUNDARY NOTIFICATION,
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROJECT WEBSITE AND THE ENGAGEMENT
OF DFI ROADS IN RELATION TO THE DALRADIAN GOLD MINE PROJECT
CONJOINED PUBLIC INQUIRY

Issue: TEO have asked on behalf of the NI Bureau in Washington ahead
of the deputy First Minister travel to DC, that Dfl provide some
lines to take in relation to the Dalradian mine? With the narrative
now shifting to critical minerals. Which is topical in the US with the
spotlight on Ukrainian minerals. Has there been any discussions
with Dalradian on their approach and to critical minerals here in
NI?

Timescale: URGENT

Presentational Issues: This issue of the Dalradian Public Local Inquiry continues to
attract media attention. Press Office will work with officials on
media responses as required. (Cleared AG 28/2/25)

FOI Implications e The contents of this case are likely to be fully disclosable;



Financial Implications: N/A

Legislative This section should only be completed for correspondence cases

Implications: re: new policy and should include the legislative implications in
respect of any proposal.

Section 75 This section should advise if statutory obligations arising from

Implications: Section 75 are engaged.

[If you require advice re Section 75 issues, please liaise with the
Department’s Equality Section.

Executive Referral: N/A
Recommendation: That you:

e Clear the draft letter to issue.

BACKGROUND.

e You will be aware of the background to this case, and the suspension of the
Dalradian Gold Mine Project Conjoined Public Local Inquiry (PLI) (INV-0060-
2025).

e TEO have asked Dfl for lines to take on the Dalradian mine and also posed a
question “Has there been any discussions with Dalradian on their approach and
to critical minerals here in NI?” In response to the companies approach to critical
minerals, this would be a matter for DfE — GSNI to advise upon as to whether
any discussions on this matter have taken place. Dfl Planning through the
planning application process had not has specific discussions with regard critical

minerals with the company.

e Up to date line to take regards the suspension of the PLI and the ongoing
transboundary process with the Irish Government attached separately.

Drafted by: I 258 February 2025 Ext |

Cleared by Head of Division:  Alistair Beggs, 28 February 2025 Ext ||}

Cleared by Special Adviser:

Copy to:

Denis McMahon



Judith Andrews
Alistair Beggs

Dfl Press Office
Dfl PG Secretariat




From: DFI Perm Sec
To: Anderson, Susan (DfT); Andrews, Judith; Beggs, Alistair; Clydesdale, Alison; Daly, Rosemary; Fullerton,
Karen; Hughes, Chris; Hutchinson, Colin; Kerr, Sian; Lloyd, Kiera; Logan, Jeremy; McEvoy, Liam; McGeown,

Declan; Mclntyre, Patricia; McKee, Jonathan; McMahon, Denis; Moran, Donal; Porter, David (DfI); Quinn,
Gary; Rice, Peter; Richardson, Simon; Robinson, Jackie; Saulters, Jonathan; Sykes, Colin; Woods, Colin

(DfT)
Subject: For Information: Notice of Intention to Award Mineral Prospecting Licences
Date: 13 January 2025 09:16:51
Attachments: Notice to Stakeholders of Intention to Award 7 Mineral Prospecting Licences.pdf
image001.jpg
image002.jpg
Morning
Please see attached for your information.
Regards

Permanent Secretary’s Office
Department for Infrastructure
James House Gasworks Site 2 - 4 Cromac Street BELFAST BT7 2JA
Email: Perm.Sec@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
From: DfE Minerals Branch <minerals@economy-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: 13 January 2025 09:00
Subject: Notice of Intention to Award Mineral Prospecting Licences

Dear Stakeholder,
Please find attached letter in relation to the consultations for seven Mineral Prospecting

Licence Applications.

Please acknowledge receipt of this notice.
Thank you.

Minerals & Petroleum Branch
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Department for the Economy
Minerals and Petroleum Branch
Adelaide House

39-49 Adelaide Street

Belfast

BT2 8FD

Tel: 028 9052 9377

Email: minerals@economy-ni.gov.uk
Www.economy-ni.gov.uk

By email

Date 13 January 2025
Dear Stakeholder
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO AWARD MINERAL PROSPECTING LICENCES

The Department for the Economy (the Department) has received seven applications
for Mineral Prospecting Licences.

The seven applications are:

KDRA1/25 and KDRA4/25 from Karelian Diamond Resources Plc
DGA3/25 and DGA4/25 from Dalradian Gold Ltd

CA1/25 and CA3/25 from Conroy Gold (Armagh) Ltd

OMAA4/25 from Flintridge Resources Ltd

In accordance with Schedule 1 of the Mineral Development Applications Fees and
Model Clauses Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1970 the Department has deemed
each of these applications to be valid. However, in line with the Act, before reaching
a final decision on these matters, the Department is required to serve notice on your
organisation of its intention to grant the licences and to consider any representations
you make.

Information relating to the applications and the consultation process, including the
areas under application, can be found on our website at: Consultations | Department
for the Economy and following the relevant link using the application references
above.

The public consultation for these applications starts on 13 January 2025 and all
representations should be submitted on or before 4 April 2025 to the following email
address: MPLconsultation@economy-ni.gov.uk. | would be grateful if you could
inform us of any nil return.
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Please note that, within the parameters outlined in the Confidentiality and Data
Protection section contained within the ‘Consultation Overview’ document, your
representation may be shared with the applicant.

Yours sincerely

Minerals and Petroleum Branch
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From: Regulatory Transformation Policy and Legislation Branch
Natural Environment Policy Division

Tel:

E-mail: |

To:

Regional Planning Directorate
Climate, Planning and Public Transport Group
Department for Infrastructure

Date: 16 February 2023

FORTHCOMING DAERA CONSULTATION ON POLICY PROPOSALS FOR A NEW
ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING REGIME

| am writing to advise you of work that DAERA is undertaking to develop policy
proposals for a new environmental permitting regime and to seek your agreement to
some of those proposals which make reference to the granting of planning permission.

Background

The impact of potentially polluting or harmful activities on the environment in Northern
Ireland is currently regulated by means of a range of environmental authorisations and
regulatory regimes. In the main, the processes governing each regulatory regime are
regime-specific and there are often significant differences between them, meaning that
the current system of environmental regulation is extremely fragmented and complex.

The Department intends to replace the current system for authorising and regulating
selected environmental activities with a single standardised and more streamlined
regime based on the principle of a common set of procedures, notices, timescales and
regulatory tools, including a single enforcement regime. The new regime will be
introduced by regulations using powers in the Environmental Better Regulation Act
(Northern Ireland) 2016 c.13 (“the 2016 Act’) and will replace the current regulatory
arrangements for five permitting/licensing regimes: waste management licences (and
exemptions), water discharge consents, water abstraction and impoundment licences,
radioactive substances authorisations and pollution prevention and control (PPC)



permits. The legislation currently governing those regimes will be revoked/repealed
when the new permitting regulations come into operation.

Regulation will be based on a permitting hierarchy which will have four tiers of
authorisation:

Bespoke Permit

Standard Permit

Registration

General Environmental Rules (GERs).

The Department is proposing a risk-based approach to regulation. Where a regulated
activity is placed in the hierarchy will be based on its potential to cause environmental
harm with bespoke permits being used to regulate those activities considered to pose
the highest risk to the environment and GERs used to regulate those considered to
pose a very low risk. This approach should allow regulators to target their efforts to
greatest effect.

Proposals in respect of Planning Permission for certain waste activities

At present, under Article 8(3) of the Waste and Contaminated Land (Northern Ireland)
Order 1997, where an application for a waste management licence is made and the
waste management activity is one in respect of which planning permission is also
required under the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, the requisite planning
permission must be in place before the waste management licence can be granted.
This requirement also applies to an application for a PPC permit in respect of a
specified waste management activity.

The Department has long-standing concerns about criminality in the waste
management sector and, having taken the views of the regulators in the Northern
Ireland Environment Agency, we propose retaining the link between planning
permission and the granting of an environmental permit for all waste management
activities under the Environmental Permitting Regulations (Northern Ireland). On that
basis, any required planning permission would already have to be in place before an
environmental permit could be issued. This should provide additional assurance about
the legitimacy of the operation as the proposed land use will have been subject to the
full rigours of the planning system and judged appropriate by the relevant planning
authorities prior to the environmental permit being granted.

It is proposed that the need to obtain planning permission before an environmental
permit can be issued will apply, as is the case under current legislation, only to waste
management activities. This will not remove a requirement to obtain planning
permission, where it is needed, in respect of other activities to be regulated under
environmental permitting (and before commencing those activities), but in such cases,
the issue of a permit will not be conditional on the planning permission already being
in place.

! The Pollution Prevention and Control (Industrial Emissions) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2013) See
Regulation 4.



In relation to activities that can be authorised under registrations, including waste
activities, and on the basis that these activities are relatively low risk, we do not
currently intend to require that planning permission must be in place before an
application for a registration can be granted. However, prior to the introduction of the
new permitting regime, the Department is planning a review of the waste activities
most likely to fall within the registrations tier of the hierarchy (those activities currently
regulated as waste exemptions) and it's possible that as a result of that review our
plans in that regard may change. We will, of course, advise you of any changes to our
proposals relating to planning permission as work progresses.

Next Steps

We are hoping to issue a consultation paper on the Department’s policy proposals for
environmental permitting within the next few months, subject to the necessary
approval being obtained.

| would be grateful, therefore, for your confirmation that you are content for us to
proceed to public consultation on the basis of the proposals outlined above. | am, of
course, happy to discuss this issue in more detail if it would be helpful.

Thank you for your assistance.
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Branch Tel: 0300 200 7830

Natural Environmental Policy Division

Your Ref:
Our Ref. DFIPG 144/23
05 May 2023

oear

FORTHCOMING DAERA CONSULTATION ON POLICY PROPOSALS FOR A NEW
ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING REGIME

Thank you for your memo of 16 February 2023 to Msetting out DAERA’s
policy proposals for a new environmental permitting king confirmation on
proposals prior to DAERA issuing a consultation paper.

The moves to streamline procedures are noted. It is also noted that it is proposed that the
planning position will essentially remain the same in that the need to obtain planning
permission before an environmental permit can be issued wili apply, as is the case under
current legislation, to waste management activities.

The Mills Review highlights the need to tackle illegal waste and wider waste issues at a
regional level. Having considered this matter, as a directorate we would suggest It is
essential the DAERA strategy includes proposals on stronger and more effective
enforcement action by DAERA as the regional waste management authority in order to
identify and effectively tackle illegal activity.

In terms of operators who intend to comply with the statutory regimes it is important that a
regional overview is maintained in terms of:-

- the wider picture of NI waste levels and management;

E-mail: planning@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Website: www infrastructure-ni.qov. uk/topics/planning




- the potential regional, and indeed transboundary, impacts of waste
management proposals; and

- regional consistency in managing resulting development proposals.

It would therefore be important for DAERA to consider any waste management proposal
and the possible grant of an environmental permit in line with regional objectives and
criteria. This would ensure consistency at a regional level and support the maintenance of
a regional picture of waste capacity and capabilities.

If such an approach were taken, DAERA's prior approval of an environmental permit would
then streamline the consideration of a subsequent application for planning permission by
a local planning authority. The requirement for a DAERA envirocnmental permit could be
included by a local planning authority in any validation checklist for relevant development
proposals meaning that the absence of such a permit would preclude the grant of planning
permission. The grant of an environmental permit prior to the submission of an application
for planning permission would also assist in streamlining the statutory consuitee process
which has been identified as a priority.

You may wish to reflect on these observations and possible alternative approach before
proceeding to public consultation.

Yours sincerel

DR KATHRYN McFERRAN
(Acting) Director

cc._





