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From: Walker, Graeme
To: Alastair McKinley
Cc: Lynch, Eamon (Planning)
Subject: RE: NIE Applications LA11/2019/1000/F and LA10/2019/1386/F - Viewpoints
Date: 26 January 2021 14:36:50
Attachments: image002.png
Importance: High

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of RPS.
Alastair
 
Thank you for the information detailing some additional vantage points.  DfI Planning have had
discussions with Neil Rainey from DAERA NIEA Countryside Coast and Landscape. We concluded
that there was nothing to be gained from a further meeting but that the following advice may be
helpful.
 
DAERA NIEA Countryside Coast and Landscape would not be in a position to give direction on
where additional viewpoints should be taken but agreed that the additional spread of viewpoints
along the route appeared to represent a proportionate approach to the concerns raised in the
EIA screening determination. This is without prejudice to the actual assessment of these
viewpoints when submitted as part of the ES.
 
To reiterate, the proposal has the potential to have significant impacts on the local landscape
and/or the AONB given the nature and length of the corridor. A LVIA is therefore warranted
using the ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Ed. 3’. Photomontages are an
accepted part of the methodology within LVIA and they should aim to be representative of and
illustrate the potential impacts along the route. The general approach adopted to date is
considered sound.
 
In terms of the need for the inclusion of a Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) , it is
acknowledged work has already been carried out  in the LVIA screening assessment with regard
to residential properties with the focus on public views and public visual amenity. However,  the
inclusion of an RVAA  is believed to be a proportionate requirement given the number of
residential  properties identified along the proposed route. An  RVAA which specifically  focuses
on private visual amenity/outlook will provide additional information to assist the Department to
assess whether the development is likely to result in visual changes which , as one component,
will be considered as part of our assessment of the overall impacts on residential amenity.
 
I hope this provides some assistance in preparation the LVIA section of your Environmental
Statement.
 
Regards,
 
Graeme Walker
DFI Planning
Strategic Planning Directorate - Casework Team
71 Ebrington Square,
Derry~Londonderry,
BT47 6FA.
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From: Alastair McKinley [mailto:Alastair.McKinley@rpsgroup.com] 
Sent: 26 January 2021 07:45
To: Walker, Graeme <Graeme.Walker@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: NIE Applications LA11/2019/1000/F and LA10/2019/1386/F - Viewpoints
Importance: High
 
Graeme
 
Just a follow up to the email below – have you been able to get an indication from Neil Rainey as
to availability?
 
We really need to get at least the landscape and visual discussions, held this week.
 
Thanks
 
Alastair.
 
Alastair McKinley
Associate - Planning & Environment
RPS | Consulting UK & Ireland 
T  +44 2890 667 914
E  alastair.mckinley@rpsgroup.com
 

From: Alastair McKinley 
Sent: 21 January 2021 12:51
To: Walker, Graeme <Graeme.Walker@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: NIE Applications LA11/2019/1000/F and LA10/2019/1386/F - Viewpoints
Importance: High
 
Graeme
 
Further to below, in terms of availability for a meeting to discuss these issues, NIE/RPS team can
be available as follows:
 

·         Tuesday 26th Jan – from 10:30am onwards

·         Wednesday 27th Jan - from 2:00pm onwards

·         Thursday 28th Jan - from 1:00pm onwards
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mailto:alastair.mckinley@rpsgroup.com


 
Regards
 
Alastair.
 
Alastair McKinley
Associate - Planning & Environment
RPS | Consulting UK & Ireland 
T  +44 2890 667 914
E  alastair.mckinley@rpsgroup.com
 

From: Alastair McKinley 
Sent: 21 January 2021 10:40
To: Walker, Graeme <Graeme.Walker@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk>
Cc: Stuart Anderson <stuart.anderson@rpsgroup.com>; Neil.Rainey@daera-ni.gov.uk;
'Brian.Moorhead@nienetworks.co.uk' <Brian.Moorhead@nienetworks.co.uk>; Seamus Fay
<Seamus.Fay@rpsgroup.com>
Subject: NIE Applications LA11/2019/1000/F and LA10/2019/1386/F - Viewpoints
 
Graeme
 
Further to our conversation earlier in the week and in advance of our anticipated meeting to
discuss landscape matters arising from the Departments EIA screening letter; as stated in the
screening determination, potential of the viewpoints selected to illustrate the existing visual
context is queried as well as the significance of the impacts.
 
Ideally we would therefore want direction on where additional viewpoints should be taken from
including any areas of concern, both with regards to the AONB/landscape setting, but also in
terms of particular residential properties, where the Department have expressed concerns
around quality of life or living conditions.
 
In the interim, Stuart Anderson who has undertaken much of the landscape work to date on the
project, has put together some suggestions for additional viewpoints for which we could provide
new photomontages for.
 
I trust that this is of use in advance of our meeting – given the time associated with collection of
photography, modelling and image generation, I would like sign off / direction on this matter at
our meeting, in order that we can commence the work asap.
 
Feel free to give me a call if you want to discuss.
 
Regards
 
Alastair.
 
Alastair McKinley
Associate - Planning & Environment
RPS | Consulting UK & Ireland 
T  +44 2890 667 914
E  alastair.mckinley@rpsgroup.com
 

From: Stuart Anderson 
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Sent: 19 January 2021 08:28
To: Alastair McKinley <Alastair.McKinley@rpsgroup.com>
Cc: Raymond Holbeach <Raymond.Holbeach@rpsgroup.com>
Subject: NI1851 - NIE Dalradian Gold
 
Al,
Further to most recent discussions please see appended jpeg image which;
 

1.       Identifies current vp’s used as part of the LVIA (Purple Coloured markers); and
2.       Current additional vp’s being considered as follows;

a.       (A) – Silverhill Road;
b.      (B) – Glenmornan Road (at access to Owenreagh Hill WF);
c.       (C) – Meendampgh Road;
d.      (D) – Minor Road (forming part of the Sawel Cycle Route);
e.      (E) – Glenforan Road; and
f.        (F) - Crockanaboy Road

 
Hope the above and the appended make sense – though happy to discuss further if required
 
Regards
Stuart
 
Stuart Anderson (Belfast)
Associate - Landscape Architecture
RPS | Consulting UK & Ireland 
Elmwood House
74 Boucher Road, Belfast
Co. Antrim BT12 6RZ, United Kingdom
T  +44 2890 667 914 
D  02896949933 M  077115597784 
E  stuart.anderson@rpsgroup.com

Follow us on: rpsgroup.com | LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube
 
Have you pledged to Net Zero Carbon?
Your carbon footprint might be complex, but your journey to net zero doesn’t have to be.
We’re here to help. Find out how
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