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1 Introduction  

Overview 

1.1 This report and accompanying Appendices 1 and 2 form Appendix C.16 of the 2nd Addendum to the 

ES, dated October 2020.   

1.2 LUC (Land Use Consultants Ltd.) was commissioned by SRK Consulting Ltd. on behalf of Dalradian Gold 

Ltd. (DGL) to contribute to the iterative design process, working alongside the project engineers, on the 

redesign of the Dry Stack Facility (DSF) and, where required, to update the Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA)1 for the proposed Curraghinalt Project in Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland to:  

• advise on how the profile of the DSF could be improved to result in a better fit with the landscape 

character (whilst respecting the need to also meet required safety and engineering parameters); 

• further advise on proposed landscaping, both during construction and operation, and after 

decommissioning of the site; 

• to consider updated information about the effects of the proposed power line, in the context of the 

project as a whole; 

• to consider and illustrate the changes proposed, and how these could alter the findings reported in 

detail in the 1st Addendum to the Environmental Statement (1st Addendum, 2019); 

• to provide example views of the project at night;  

• to draw these aspects together into this 2nd Addendum to the Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (2020) (Appendix C.16 - and referred to here as the 2nd Addendum, 2020), including 

reporting, visibility mapping and new visualisations.   

1.3 The new visualisations supersede all those previously prepared, given the proposed change to the shape 

of the DSF. Three of the former Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) maps are also superseded by the 

updated figures in Appendix 1 of this 2nd Addendum, 2020, with the remainder being unchanged.  

1.4 The updated Landscape Restoration Plans and plant schedules included in Appendix C.17 of the 2nd 

Addendum to the ES, 2020 also reflect the updated DSF and associated planting. They supersede all those 

that have been presented previously.   

Background 

1.5 LUC prepared the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) for the proposed Curraghinalt Project 

in Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland forming part of the planning application2, submitted in November 2017. 

1.6 Comments on landscape matters were received from the Planning Response Team (Protected Landscapes 

Team) of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) in a letter dated 5th 

October 2018. These highlighted that the siting and scale of the proposal was not considered to be 

sufficiently sympathetic to the special character of the Sperrin Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

in general, and of the particular locality.   

1.7 LUC continued to contribute to the iterative design process and was commissioned by SRK Consulting Ltd. 

on behalf of DGL in 2019 to update the LVIA for the proposed Curraghinalt Project, and to prepare the 1st 

Addendum to the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment3.   

 
1 Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) for the Curraghinalt Project, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland. Volume I: Main Report (October 

2017) LUC on behalf of Dalradian Gold Limited. 

 
2 Planning Application Ref: LA10/2017/1249/F | Underground valuable minerals mining and exploration, surface level development including 

processing plant and other associated development and ancillary works, Greencastle, County Tyrone. 

1.8 A meeting was held with the Protected Landscapes Team (Neil Rainey) on 2nd December 2019, to follow 

up after the submission of the 1st Addendum, 2019, ahead of the expected consultation response being 

issued to DfI Planning.  This was attended by Sam Oxley, a Chartered Landscape Architect from LUC.   

1.9 The formal written consultation response from the Protected Landscapes Team was received on 24th April 

2020.   

1.10 LUC was then commissioned in 2020 to advise on how the profile of the DSF could be improved to have as 

a better fit with the character of the existing landscape; to consider updated information about the effects 

of the proposed power line in the context of the project as a whole; to update the LVIA for the proposed 

Curraghinalt Project where required; and to prepare this report.  The report forms the 2nd Addendum to 

the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (referred to here as the 2nd Addendum, 2020). 

1.11 The baseline environment is assumed to be as it was in 2019, except where noted in this report. 

Specifically, the Davagh Dark Sky Park has been opened to the public, thus representing an additional 

potential receptor.  It comprises a new visitor centre and observatory set in mature plantation woodland 

within Davagh Forest, c.12km to the east of the proposed Curraghinalt Project. 

Scope of 2nd Addendum to the landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (2020) 

1.12 This technical addendum reviews the proposed changes to the DSF and associated landscaping.  It also 

considers the Davagh Dark Sky Park and the effects of lighting from this location. In preparing the report, 

updated information about the power line, and the potential for these to have implications for the findings 

of the 1st Addendum, 2019, or the LVIA, 2017, was considered.  The review focuses on the likelihood of 

alternative and/or additional landscape and visual effects arising because of the proposed changes.  It 

then draws conclusions as to the prospect of changes in the level and/or significance of effects as 

identified in the 1st addendum, July 2019, and as explained in detail in the LVIA, 2017.   

2017 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 

1.13 The 2017 planning application was accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES) which included the 

LVIA. The findings of the LVIA, 2017, are summarised in Curraghinalt Project County Tyrone – ES 

Volume 2, Chapter 8: Environmental and Social Impact Assessment – 8.2 Landscape and Visual 

and Chapter 9: Cumulative Impacts – 9.3 Cumulative Landscape and Visual Impacts.  

1.14 The detailed LVIA, 2017, with accompanying figures and visualisations, is presented as Appendix C.16: 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment and Visualisations (Volume I: Main Report, Volume 

II: Figures & Visualisations) to the ES.  These Visualisations and three of the ZTV maps are now 

superseded by those included with this 2nd Addendum, 2020, given the proposed change to the shape of 

the DSF. The Landscape Restoration Plans and plant schedules included in Appendix C.17 of the ES, 

2017, are also superseded by those in the 2nd Addendum, 2020.   

2019 1st Addendum to Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (1st Addendum, 2019) 

1.15 The Curraghinalt Project, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland Further Environmental Information 

(FEI): Addendum to the Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) and Visualisations – 

Appendix C.16, was prepared by LUC for Dalradian Gold Limited in July 2019, following proposed 

amendments to the project.  It included Appendix 1 Updated Visualisations.  The 1st Addendum also 

included associated updated Landscape Restoration Plans and plant schedules (Appendix C.17) which, 

given the proposed change to the shape of the DSF, are now superseded again by the 2nd Addendum, 

2020.   

1.16 The 1st Addendum, 2019, also included Appendix 2 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment for 

Retention of Surface Infrastructure at Exploratory Mine (i.e. the existing infrastructure site and 

identified as Area C in the ES), which remains relevant and is not superseded.   

3 Curraghinalt Project, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland. Further Environmental Information (FEI): Addendum to the Landscape & Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA) and Visualisations – Appendix C.16. Prepared by LUC for Dalradian Gold Limited July 2019. 
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Updated Project Description 

1.17 The proposed changes to the project are detailed within Chapter 2 of the 2nd Addendum to the ES. 

There will be no changes to the overall footprint of the Proposed Infrastructure Site (Area A). The key 

change is to the proposed shape and construction sequence of the Dry Stack Facility (DSF).  The shape 

has been developed, with advice from Chartered Landscape Architects at LUC, to fit better and be more 

sympathetic to the form of the landscape. Curving profiles are proposed, with convex and concave slopes, 

in so far as engineering requirements allow.   

1.18 In addition, a starter berm is now proposed along the south edge of the DSF, which will be revegetated 

at an early stage, helping to screen the operations which go on behind it. 

Proposed Soiling and Revegetation after Construction of Project and Starter Berm of DSF  

1.19 Work has been undertaken to further understand soils, and the proposed planting and restoration has 

been amended to reflect the findings. 

1.20 Vegetated turves will be removed from areas which are to be disturbed, and put to one side.  The topsoil 

or peat beneath them will be scraped off and separately stored temporarily, in low mounds, away from the 

areas of disturbance.   

1.21 Once the infrastructure has been constructed, the areas around the hardstandings, buildings and access 

roads, as well as the southern face of the starter berm of the DSF once completed, will be restored to a 

semi-natural vegetation, both by encouraging natural regeneration and through seeding and planting of 

native species.   

1.22 Verges and slopes will be shaped to achieve flowing, naturalistic contours. Areas of subsoil will be ripped 

to alleviate any compaction and to enable percolation of rainwater.  

1.23 A mix of topsoil and peat will be placed across the starter berm and disturbed areas, again graded to 

achieve flowing, naturalistic contours.   

1.24 The retained turves will be positioned on top of the topsoil and peat mix.  These will assist with restoration 

of a semi-natural vegetation, but given bare areas will remain, the topsoil and peat will also be seeded 

with an appropriate heath and wild flora mix.  

1.25 Native shrubs and shallow rooted trees will be planted across the front (southern) face of the starter 

berm, where soil depths will be a minimum of 1m deep, ensuring there is sufficient growing medium for 

them to succeed.  On the higher slopes, above the tree and shrub vegetation, plug plants of wildflower 

and heath species will be used to supplement the seeding.  

1.26 If stabilisation of the slopes is required in local areas to prevent erosion by wind or rain, then chopped 

heather brash or a biodegradeable geotextile will be used to cover the surface, e.g. hessian or jute, 

enabling the vegetation to grow up through it.   

1.27 The restoration works will be monitored, and remediation will be ongoing where required.  This may 

include further grading, soiling, use of chopped heather brash, seeding and planting if any areas fail.   

Proposed Progressive Soiling and Revegetation of DSF, and Closure 

1.28 Whilst other parts of the project componentry will all be in place after the initial construction period, the 

DSF will gradually increase in size throughout the life of the mine, and will not reach its maximum size or 

extent until shortly before closure. At this point other componentry will be removed, and the former 

development platforms (and conveyor berm) will be smoothed, soiled and revegetated, as set out in the 

ES, 2017.    

1.29 As set out in the updated Project Description (Chapter 2 in the 2nd Addendum), the DSF is designed as 

three cells, enabling each cell to be closed, restored and revegetated sequentially.  

1.30 The starter berm will effectively form the front (south) face of these cells, and will be in place, and 

vegetated before cell one (the easternmost cell) is used. Operations and machinery to the north of the 

starter berm will therefore be partly screened by this landform and vegetation.    

1.31 The lower layers of the south, east and north slopes of each cell will be soiled and revegetated, as the DSF 

grows. The west face of cell one will not be soiled, as cell two will extend westwards from it.  In the same 

way, the west face of cell two (the central cell) will not be soiled or vegetated, as cell three (the 

westernmost cell) will extend westwards from it. All other outward facing slopes will however be restored 

in a progressive manner, with the aim being to minimise the visible extent of crushed rock at any one 

time.   

1.32 Once the DSF is full, and no further crushed rock is to be added, the remaining west face and top of the 

landform will be rounded, soiled and vegetated, to promote and natural looking landcover of heath and 

grassland.   

1.33 Sufficient material will be available on the site for a minimum depth of 500mm-1m of growing medium 

(topsoil and peat mix) across the whole of the DSF.  

1.34 The lines of the current field pattern will be extended up the lower slopes, through the planting of shrubs 

as an informal hedgerow.  The upper slopes will be retained as open heath and grassland, as is 

characteristic of upper slopes in the wider landscape.  

1.35 Ongoing landscape and ecological management will be required post closure, but gradually, over time, the 

DSF, and all disturbed areas, will be returned to a naturalistic landcover.     

Implications for Landscape and Visual Receptors 

1.36 These changes in the project design may result in perceptible changes in the following landscape and 

visual effects: 

• Physical effects on the site – changes in the direct effects on the physical features of the site; 

• Effects on landscape character – changes in direct and indirect effects on the landscape character of 

the site and immediate surroundings; and 

• Effects on views and visual amenity – including views from representative viewpoints, the settlement 

of Greencastle, groups of residential properties and sequential routes through the study area. 

1.37 It is considered that the changes to the project design will not result in effects on additional landscape and 

visual receptors, as they will not increase in the overall footprint of the Proposed Infrastructure Site (Area 

A).  An additional potential receptor - the new observatory at Davagh Dark Sky Park – was however 

considered, given it was not present in 2017.  

1.38 The changes are designed to be beneficial to the project, intended to improve the visual appearance of the 

DSF and its integration into the AONB landscape, and to help screen operations in the early years, through 

the initial construction of a starter berm. 

Input to Project Design Evolution 

1.39 LUC continued to contribute to the iterative design process which was undertaken, working alongside the 

project engineers, to ensure that proposed changes sought to avoid or minimise potential additional or 

alternative effects on landscape and visual receptors. 

1.40 Changes had the potential to influence both adverse (negative) or beneficial (positive) landscape and 

visual effects arising from the project, in comparison to the effects identified in the 2017 LVIA, and 

reassessed in the 1st Addendum, 2019.   

1.41 A number of potential amendments to the shape of  the DSF were explored including DSF shapes which 

were considered by LUC’s landscape architects to be less sympathetic to the character of the landscape 

than detailed and assessed in the 2nd Addendum, and which could have increased the perceptibility this 

component over a wider area. An iterative approach to design development was taken, and the design 

which was considered most successful was taken forward.   
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2 Potential Changes in Landscape & Visual Effects 

Updated Guidance 

2.1 This updated landscape and visual impact assessment (LVIA) was carried out in accordance with current 

policy and best practice guidelines, and uses the same data sources as set out in the LVIA, 2017.  Two 

more recent documents have been added since the 2017 assessment, as detailed in the 1st Addendum, 

2019.  These are:   

• Ironside Farrar on behalf of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council (September 2018) Landscape 

Character Review for Fermanagh and Omagh; and 

• Ironside Farrar on behalf of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council (September 2018) Landscape 

Designation Review for Fermanagh and Omagh. 

Updated Baseline - Landscape Receptors 

Landscape Character Areas 

2.2 As set out in the LVIA, 2017 and the FEI, 2019, the landscape character of the site and study area is 

described in the following documents: 

• Landscape Character Review for Fermanagh and Omagh, 20184;  

• Northern Ireland Regional Landscape Character Assessment, 2015 (NIRLCA)5 ; and 

• Northern Ireland Landscape Character Assessment, 2000 (NILCA)6. 

2.3 The site is located predominantly within area 24, the South Sperrin LLCA. Key characteristics and 

information about landscape condition and sensitivity to change were identified for the 24 South Sperrin 

LLCA in the Northern Ireland Landscape Character Assessment 20007. This was reviewed in 2018 as part 

of the Landscape Character Review for Fermanagh and Omagh, and is detailed below: 

“Key characteristics: 

• Broad rounded ridges with deep, branching gullies and fast-flowing upland streams; 

• Meandering rivers are a focus for views - the narrow floodplain of the Owenkillew River is often 
subdivided by irregular mounds of glacial till; 

• Patches of peaty marsh in low-lying areas between ridges of moraine and valley sides; 

• Marginal farmland, with scrub, rushes and moorland vegetation on upper slopes of stream valleys; 

• Hedgerows and stone walls on lower slopes follow historic townland boundaries and emphasise the 
undulating landform;  

• Narrow lanes along margins of river floodplains - stone bridges at crossing points are local landscape 

features – narrow roads climbing steeply from the valley floor; and 

• Qualities of remoteness and wildness towards the east of the character area, with good scenic 

qualities. 

Landscape Description: 

The landscape condition is largely good but deteriorating somewhat in the more elevated upper valley 

reaches with the dereliction of farm buildings and farmland.  The river valleys are overlooked by 

viewpoints from roads on the surrounding ridgetops and the meandering Owenkillew River near Gortin is 

particularly prominent in views from the popular picnic sites on the ridgetop roads above Gortin.  There 

are long, scenic views available from upland areas with few intrusive man-made features. 

 
4 Ironside Farrar on behalf of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council (September 2018) Landscape Character Review for Fermanagh and 

Omagh; 
5 LUC in association with Mullin Design Associates and Julie Martin Associates (2015) Northern Ireland Regional Landscape Character 

Assessment. 

Landscape Sensitivity and Managing Landscape Change: 

Key Issues: 

• Potential pressure for larger scale commercial wind energy development due to the upland, forested 

character of eastern parts of the area; impacts from smaller scale schemes within the enclosed 

valley; 

• Potential pressure for industrialising developments such as minerals extraction; 

• Increasing land coverage by uniform coniferous forestry; 

• Abandonment of farming in the more upland areas resulting in a deterioration of landscape 

condition; 

• Pressure for new single houses in rural locations; and 

• Pressures of tourism in this much visited and scenic area… 

Minerals: sensitivities and forces for change: 

There are no past or current mineral workings of significance within the character area, albeit there are 

proposals for gold mining at Curraghinalt.  The landscape has high sensitivity to minerals developments, 

which have the potential to be intrusive features on sloping hill sides and within enclosed valleys, 

introducing industrialisation into a landscape largely unaffected by obtrusive man-made elements. 

Minerals: planning and management guidelines: 

• Developments in the more remote, simple, upland landscapes to the east of the character area 

should be avoided; 

• Tree planting may assist with integration into the landscape in more lowland areas to the west.” 

2.4 Based on the susceptibility of this landscape to the type and scale of development, and the value attached 

to it mainly through the Sperrin Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) designation, the LUC LVIA, 

2017 (refer to Page 63) identified an overall landscape sensitivity of medium for this LLCA.   

Designated Landscapes 

2.5 The development is proposed wholly within the Sperrin AONB. This large, designated area of over 

118,200ha, is centred on the Sperrin Mountains to the north of the site, and includes the site. 

2.6 A local level Landscape Designation Review was undertaken for the Fermanagh and Omagh District 

Council area in 20188. Area 24, the South Sperrin LLCA, is included within the Sperrin AONB. such, the 

landscape designation review did not consider this area for further local level landscape designation as 

“There is considered little benefit to attributing local designations in addition to the national level AONB 

designation and so these areas are not considered further.” (Para 5.2, page 5). As such, no local level 

landscape designations extend into the study area. 

Visual Receptors 

2.7 Visual receptors remain as set out in the LVIA, 2017 and FEI, 2019, except for the addition of the new 

Davagh Forest Dark Sky Observatory, around 12km to the east of the proposed project. The observatory 

itself is set within the coniferous forest of Davagh Forest, and although there are outward views to the 

sky, looking upwards, views to the surrounding horizons are limited at all time of year by coniferous trees. 

2.8 The Protected landscapes team requested that this was considered, specifically in terms of the effects of 

proposed night-time lighting. Given the observatory is in the forest, a representative location with the 

potential for a more open view was agreed with the Protected Landscapes team. The location is the car 

park for the Beaghmore Standing Stones, on Blackrock Road, to the west of the forest.   

2.9 The ZTV (LVIA, 2017, Figure 6.3a) indicates some potential for visibility of the very upper parts of the 

Process Plant Buildings from here.  In practice, during the daytime, the long distance and intervening 

vegetation means nothing perceptible will be seen, but it was considered important to ascertain if any 

6 Environmental Resources Management (1999) Northern Ireland Landscape Character Assessment 2000, Environment and Heritage Service 

Research and Development Series No. 99/1-26. 
7 https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/south-sperrin-lca 
8 Ironside Farrar on behalf of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council (September 2018) Landscape Designation Review for Fermanagh and 

Omagh. 
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lighting or skyglow above the direct sources of the lighting could be seen at night. This receptor is 

considered of high sensitivity, given its high value and high susceptibility.   

Additional and Updated Information 

2.10 To inform the production of this technical addendum, LUC reviewed the 2017 LVIA, the 1st Addendum, 

2019, and the additional information available on the effects of the powerline, to consider whether the 

proposed changes or additional information will result in alternative and/or additional landscape and/or 

visual effects, and required the existing submitted materials (e.g. written assessment, figures, 

visualisations) to be updated.  

2.11 To verify the implications of the changes in the project design, the physical changes to the componentry 

were updated in the 3D modelling prepared for the production of the 1st Addendum, 2019 visualisations. 

Using this modelling, the perceptibility of the changes in the proposed DSF was reviewed from each of 

Viewpoints 1 to 9, for the project site.  

2.12 When compared to the design that was proposed in 2017, the changes will present a notable improvement 

in landform and aesthetics, in landscape and visual terms, but are not likely to change the level or 

significance of the effect.  This is because the overall nature and scale of the proposal remains as 

previously considered.  However, the slopes will be more rounded, and the contours will flow better, much 

improving integration and fit with the landscape of the Sperrin AONB. During operation and as it is 

progressively restored, then when DSF is restored and landscaped upon closure, the more sympathetic 

landform will have an improved fit with the landscape. As vegetation cover matures and naturalises, this 

will assist further in its assimilation back into the AONB landscape. 

2.13 To illustrate and verify the extent of the changes and the implications for the assessment, updated 

visualisations were prepared for all viewpoints, showing all stages for each. 

2.14 In addition, two night-time visualisations were prepared, as requested and agreed with the Protected 

Landscape team.   

2.15 Updated visualisations, and the night-time visualisations are presented in Appendix 1 to this technical 

addendum, in the same format as those presented in the existing LVIA, 2017 (Volume II: Figures & 

Visualisations).  

Theoretical Extent of Visibility  

2.16 The Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) maps for the DSF which are contained in the existing LVIA, 2017, 

were updated to reflect the proposed change. They are superseded by the new ZTVs appended to this 

technical addendum (Figures A6.3b-d in Appendix 1). The ZTVs for the rest of the project remain 

unchanged.   

2.17 The theoretical extent of visibility will remain essentially consistent with that indicated on Figures 6.3a to 

Figure 6.3d contained in LVIA Volume 2 of the ES. 2017, with only some very minor changes being 

apparent as a result of the smoothing of contours and rounding of the top of the DSF.   

Review of Landscape and Visual Effects 

2.18 The tables below set out the effects as assessed in the LVIA, 2017, and reassessed in the 1st Addendum, 

2019, and identify any changes that would arise from the redesign of the DSF. They also incorporate any 

changes arising from the alteration to the baseline.   
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Table 2.1: Review of Potential Changes in Landscape Effects  

Landscape Receptor 
 

2017 LVIA 
Figure No. 

Construction Period   Operational Period Closure and 
Restoration Period 

Potential Effects from 
Lighting 

Potential for 
Future 
Cumulative 
Effects 

Updated 2nd 
Addendum, 
2020 Figure No. 

Potential for Material Change/ 
Significant Effects 

Comment on 
Implications of Changes 
to LVIA, 2017 and 1st 
Addendum Findings 

The Project Site (within 
the Sperrin AONB) 

Figure 1.1 Major (Significant) Major (Significant) Moderate (Significant)  Moderate (Significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

n/a n/a Notable aesthetic improvement to 
the form of the DSF in landscape 
and visual terms, which will not 
alter the magnitude of change or 
the level of effect.   

DSF shape and form will be more 
sympathetic to the shape and 
character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant 
alteration to the current landform. 

No change to assessment. 

LLCA 24 South Sperrin 
(within the Sperrin 
AONB) 

Figure 6.5 Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not 
significant)  

n/a Notable aesthetic improvement to 
the form of the DSF in landscape 
and visual terms, which will not 
alter the magnitude of change or 
the level of effect.   

DSF shape and form will be more 
sympathetic to the shape and 
character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant 
alteration to the current landform. 

No change to assessment. 

LLCA 25 Beaghmore 
Moors & Marsh (mainly 
within the Sperrin 
AONB) 

Figure 6.5 Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Moderate (Significant) 
locally, and Negligible 
(Not significant) for the 
LLCA as a whole during 
construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Minor (Not 
significant) 

n/a Notable aesthetic improvement to 
the form of the DSF in landscape 
and visual terms, which will not 
alter the magnitude of change or 
the level of effect.   

DSF shape and form will be more 
sympathetic to the shape and 
character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant 
alteration to the current landform. 

No change to assessment. 

LLCA 26 Bessy Bell & 
Gortin (partly within the 
Sperrin AONB) 

Figure 6.5 Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the LLCA 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form 
of the DSF in landscape and visual 
terms, which will not alter the 
magnitude of change or the level of 
effect.   

DSF shape and form will be more 
sympathetic to the shape and 
character of the AONB landscape, 

but will still present a significant 
alteration to the current landform. 

No change to assessment. 

LLCA 29 Sperrin 
Mountains (Mainly 
within the Sperrin 
AONB) 

Figure 6.5 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a No perceptible change. No change to assessment. 

LLCA 43 Carrickmore 
Hills (partly within the 
Sperrin AONB) 

Figure 6.5 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a No perceptible change. No change to assessment. 
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Table 2.2: Review of Potential Changes in Visual Effects 

Visual Receptor 2017 LVIA 
Figure No. 

Construction Phase    Operational Phase Closure and 
Restoration Phase 

Potential Effects 
from Lighting 

Potential for 
Future 
Cumulative 
Effects 

Updated 2nd 
Addendum, 
2020 Figure No. 

Potential for Material Change/ Significant 
Effects 

Comment on 
Implications 
of Changes to 
LVIA, 2017, 
and 1st 
Addendum, 
2019 Findings 

Viewpoints (Project Site) (All within Sperrin AONB) 

VP1: Farmsteads off 
Crockanboy Road 

Figure 9.1 Major (Significant) Major (Significant) Moderate (Significant) Moderate (Significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.1a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP2: Mullydoo Road Figure 9.2 Major (Significant) Major (Significant) Moderate (Significant) Major (Significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.2a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP3: Crockanboy Road 
(B46) 

Figure 9.3 Minor (Not significant) Moderate (Significant) Minor (Not significant) Moderate (significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.3a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP4: Aghaboy Road – 
South of site 

Figure 9.4 Moderate 
(Significant) 

Moderate (Significant) Minor (Not significant) Moderate (Significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.4a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP5: Greencastle Road 

(note: night location is 
slightly different from 
day time location) 

Figure 9.5 Minor (Not significant) Moderate (Significant) Minor (Not significant) Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.5a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

 

 

 

 

Night time view: 
Figure A9.5i-o 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

(note: night 
location is slightly 
different from day 
time location) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views. 

 

At night, lighting will be perceptible, but 
subdued and partly concealed behind the DSF. 
It will extend the minor effect that is predicted 
during operation, in daylight hours, into hours of 
darkness. All lighting will be removed upon 
closure.    

No change to 
assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lighting will 
extend a minor 
effect into 
hours of 
darkness. 

 

VP6: Cashel Rock Figure 9.6 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.6a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present an alteration to the current 
landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP7: Aghaboy Road – 
South-west of site 

Figure 9.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 

(Not significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.7a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 

the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 

No change to 
assessment. 
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Visual Receptor 2017 LVIA 
Figure No. 

Construction Phase    Operational Phase Closure and 
Restoration Phase 

Potential Effects 
from Lighting 

Potential for 
Future 
Cumulative 
Effects 

Updated 2nd 
Addendum, 
2020 Figure No. 

Potential for Material Change/ Significant 
Effects 

Comment on 
Implications 
of Changes to 
LVIA, 2017, 
and 1st 
Addendum, 
2019 Findings 

following closure and 
restoration 

but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

VP8: Barony Road 
(A505)   

Figure 9.8 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.8a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present an alteration to the current 
landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP9: Mullaghcarn Figure 9.9 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A9.2a-i 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present an alteration, albeit barely 
perceptible at this distance, to the current 
landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

VP10: Davagh Forest 
(near Dark Sky 
Observatory) 

n/a – new 
location 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) during 
construction and 
operational periods,  

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Figure A10a-f 
(found in 
Appendix 1) 

No direct view of lighting appliances will be seen 
from this location in baseline views looking 
towards the site.  

No additional 
significant 
effect. 

Viewpoints (Exploratory Mine) – See 1st Addendum, 2019 Appendix 2 

VP1: Camcosy Road Not assessed in 2017 LVIA Medium sensitivity and small magnitude of 
change resulting in a minor effect. 

Not assessed in 
2017 LVIA. 

VP2: Glencullin Road Not assessed in 2017 LVIA Medium sensitivity and small magnitude of 
change resulting in a minor effect. 

Not assessed in 
2017 LVIA. 

VP3 – Gorticashel Road Not assessed in 2017 LVIA High sensitivity and small magnitude of change 
resulting in a minor effect. 

Not assessed in 
2017 LVIA. 

Settlements 

Greencastle  Figure 6.6 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) 
during construction and 
operational periods, 
reducing to Negligible 
(Not significant) 
following closure and 
restoration 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present an alteration to the current 
landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

Residential Property Groups 

Property Group A  Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group B  Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group C  Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group D  Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group E  Figure 6.7 Moderate 

(Significant) 

Major (Significant)  Moderate (Significant) Moderate (Significant) 

during construction and 
operation and reducing 
to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

n/a n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 

landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 

assessment. 

Property Group F  Figure 6.7 Moderate 
(Significant) 

Major (Significant)  Moderate (Significant) Moderate (Significant) 
during construction and 
operation and reducing 

n/a n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  

No change to 
assessment. 
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Visual Receptor 2017 LVIA 
Figure No. 

Construction Phase    Operational Phase Closure and 
Restoration Phase 

Potential Effects 
from Lighting 

Potential for 
Future 
Cumulative 
Effects 

Updated 2nd 
Addendum, 
2020 Figure No. 

Potential for Material Change/ Significant 
Effects 

Comment on 
Implications 
of Changes to 
LVIA, 2017, 
and 1st 
Addendum, 
2019 Findings 

to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

Property Group G   Figure 6.7 Minor (Not significant) Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group H Figure 6.7 Moderate 
(Significant) 

Moderate (Significant) Minor (Not significant) Moderate (Significant) 
during construction and 
operation and reducing 

to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

n/a n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  

DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group I Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a No perceptible change.   No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group J Figure 6.7 Minor (Not significant) Moderate (Significant) Minor (Not significant) Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group K Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group L Figure 6.7 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group M Figure 6.7 Minor (Not significant) Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Property Group N Figure 6.7 Minor (Not significant) Minor (Not significant) Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor (Not significant) n/a n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Routes (Project Site) 

B46 – Crockanboy Road Figure 6.8 Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the 
route as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) and 
Negligible for the route 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the route 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) during 
construction and 
operation and reducing 
to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

A505 – Barony Road Figure 6.8 Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the route 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) during 
construction and 
operation and reducing 
to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Minor roads within 5km 
of site 

Figure 6.8 Moderate locally 
(Significant) for 
sections of local road 
network within 
approximately 3km 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) for sections 
of local road network 
within approximately 
3km 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) for sections 
of local road network 
within approximately 
3km 

Moderate locally 
(Significant) for 
sections of local road 
network within 
approximately 3km 
during construction and 
operation and reducing 
to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a Aesthetic improvement to the form of the DSF in 
landscape and visual terms, which will not alter 
the magnitude of change or the level of effect.  
DSF shape and form will be more sympathetic to 
the shape and character of the AONB landscape, 
but will still present a significant alteration to 
the current landform and views.   

No change to 
assessment. 

Central Sperrins Scenic 
Route 

Figure 6.8 Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) during 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 
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Visual Receptor 2017 LVIA 
Figure No. 

Construction Phase    Operational Phase Closure and 
Restoration Phase 

Potential Effects 
from Lighting 

Potential for 
Future 
Cumulative 
Effects 

Updated 2nd 
Addendum, 
2020 Figure No. 

Potential for Material Change/ Significant 
Effects 

Comment on 
Implications 
of Changes to 
LVIA, 2017, 
and 1st 
Addendum, 
2019 Findings 

Negligible for the 
route as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Negligible for the route 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

construction and 
operation and reducing 
to Negligible (Not 
significant) following 
closure and restoration. 

White Hare Cycle Route Figure 6.8 Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the 
route as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Minor locally (Not 
significant) and 
Negligible for the route 
as a whole (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

Negligible (Not 
significant) 

n/a No perceptible change. No change to 
assessment. 

Routes (Exploratory Mine) – See 1st Addendum, 2019 Appendix 2 

Central Sperrins Scenic 
Route, Cycle Network 
Route 95 and the Gold 
Cycle Route 

See above. High sensitivity and small magnitude of change 
resulting in a minor effect. 

No change to 
assessment. 

Vinegar Hill Loop Not assessed in LVIA, 2017. High sensitivity and small magnitude of change 
resulting in a minor effect. 

Not assessed in 
LVIA, 2017. 
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3 Summary & Conclusions 

Summary of Effects of Proposed Changes at Project Site 

3.1 Whilst there will be some changes to a small part of the baseline against which the project is assessed (a 

new sensitive visual receptor because of the opening of the Davagh Forest Dark Sky Observatory), as well 

as notable aesthetic improvements to the proposed shape and landcover of the DSF, none of these will 

materially (i.e. significance in planning terms) alter the likely magnitude of change or the level or 

significance of effect.   

3.2 The proposed changes will be beneficial in improving the landform and landcover of the DSF, both as it 

increases in size during operation, and after closure.  

3.3 The changes will also be beneficial in that the proposed soiled and vegetated starter berm, on the south 

side of the DSF, will initially screen lower level operations and machinery behind it, before the height of 

the DSF extends above it.   

3.4 The level and significance of the resulting landscape and visual effects will remain unaltered, given that 

the nature and scale of the development is essentially the same as previously considered.  The proposed 

changes will not reduce effects that are judged to be significant such that they are considered not to be 

significant.  However, the aesthetic improvements to the landform and landcover of the DSF as requested 

by the Protected Landscapes Team, as well as the incorporation of the proposed starter berm, will be 

beneficial in mitigating effects upon both landscape and visual receptors.  The slopes will be more 

rounded, and the contours will flow better, much improving integration and fit with the landscape of the 

Sperrin AONB. During operation and as it is progressively restored, then when DSF is restored and 

landscaped upon closure, the more sympathetic landform will have an improved fit with the landscape. As 

vegetation cover matures and naturalises, this will assist further in its assimilation back into the AONB 

landscape. 

3.5 Continued attention was given to seeking to keep componentry below the skyline, as seen in the majority 

of views (accepting that this could never be the case when people are standing close to or beneath it), 

and to position much of it behind the DSF, which will screen views as it increases in height, after around 

four years.  The use of a simple enclosed design for the buildings, with muted colour tones will assist with 

their assimilation into the landscape. 

3.6 In terms of lighting there will some perceptibility of lighting associated with componentry and 

infrastructure located within the project site, experienced during hours of darkness. This will typically be 

experienced in a context where views of subdued lighting associated with housing and farms within and 

around Greencastle are already apparent. The lighting will extend the predicted minor effect from 

Greencastle Road into hours of darkness, albeit that the mitigation proposed is such that it will appear 

subdued from here. No direct view of the proposed lights from Davagh will be possible (see Figure 

A9.10). 

Summary of Effects of Changes to DSF, including Consideration of the Sperrin AONB 

3.7 In terms of effects on landscape character, although there will be a permanent change to the topography 

(as detailed and assessed in the LVIA, 2017 and 1st Addendum, 2019), and some loss of areas of non-

native sitka spruce, open grassland and heath, there will be no further loss of hedgerows or mature 

woodland and trees, which are an important feature of the South Sperrin LLCA (part of the AONB). The 

location of the site on the lower southern flanks of Crockanboy Hill will help to limit impacts on the wilder, 

rounded summits and on the valley horizons of the LLCA.  

3.8 The landscape works proposed, both during operation and progressive restoration, and at completion, will 

help offset changes that are made to the landscape to construct and operate the project. Restoration to 

grass and heathland, with hedges and areas of copse woodland will replace the project components and 

extend across the retained landform of the DSF in the longer term.  

3.9 The DSF (and project site), has been sited and designed, seeking to fit it within the field patterns and tree 

belts as far as possible. The overall scale of the development, although notable, is relatively modest when 

considered within the context of the large-scale landscape setting. The buildings within the site will be in 

keeping with the existing development pattern, with scattered farmsteads and agricultural buildings 

located across the lower slopes.  

3.10 The project site is located within the Sperrin AONB, a designated landscape. It will affect a relatively 

localised part of the southern area of the AONB. The broad ridge formed by Mullydoo, Crocknamoghil and 

Crockanboy Hill is located in the southern part of the Sperrins, marking the transition from the more 

dramatic and exposed hills and ridges of the Sperrin Mountains and the lower hills and valleys to the 

south.  

3.11 Direct and indirect effects project site will be geographically limited to a relatively modest area, across the 

valley and lower ground to the south of Crockanboy Hill, mainly as a result of views of the DSF, which will 

gradually increase in size throughout the life of the project. In most more distant and elevated views the 

project will usually be located below the horizon, accepting that this can never be the case when standing 

close to or below it.   

3.12 Natural vegetation loss (including woodland which tends to be associated with narrow glens and valleys) 

will be limited, but removal of the non-native sitka spruce will be required. The removal and progressive 

replacement of non-native sitka spruce trees with native vegetation within the project area will present an 

improvement in landscape character in the longer term.  

3.13 During operation and after closure, vegetation across and around the site will progressively mature over 

time, helping with the longer-term integration of the permanent changes to landform and landcover into 

the AONB landscape and views.  

3.14 The assessment of effects on the landscape character and views of the Sperrin AONB is informed by the 

assessment of effects on the South Sperrin LLCA that covers the extent of the AONB within the study 

area, as well as from an understanding of how the project will affect other LLCAs and views within the 

AONB, as detailed within Tables 2.1 and 2.2.  

3.15 The identified landscape and visual effects on each component part of the AONB are considered together 

in order to understand the implications of the whole project on the AONB as a whole.   

3.16 All of the AONB is considered to be important although some parts are clearly more sensitive than others, 

and some areas are less modified or influenced by other development or activities than others. This 

project will affect an area which is considered to be sensitive, but a degree less sensitive than the more 

mountainous areas further north. The presence of settlement and views of quarrying activity, as well as 

the non-native sitka spruce influences both susceptibility and value. However, there will still be both 

landscape and visual effects of significance within the southern part of the AONB, as summarised in Tables 

2.1 and 2.2. 

3.17 As a result, considerable attention has been given to developing the proposal in order to seek to reduce 

effects, especially in the longer term. This includes the positioning of the project in an area of sitka spruce 

tree belts, lower on the hill than other sites that were considered, and locating infrastructure behind the 

DSF, so that it will be screened as the DSF increases in size, and is progressively landscaped.  Attention 

has also been given to improving the landform and aesthetic appearance of the DSF itself, with a 

landscaped starter berm now also being proposed to help screen activities at an early stage. A more 

naturalistic landform and vegetation cover is now also proposed.  

3.18 In longer distance views several factors combine so that visual effects will fall below the significance 

threshold. These include the increased viewing distance; changes largely being contained below the 

horizon when seen from a distance; screening provided by retained boundary vegetation; and the nature 

of the restoration proposed. 

3.19 Whilst significant effects on a part of the landscape and some views within the AONB will remain in spite 

of this mitigation, the landscape and visual effects are not judged to ‘unduly compromise the integrity of 

the area as a whole or threaten to undermine the rationale for the designation’. The Protected Landscapes 

Team indicated that they agreed with this judgement.   

 

Summary of Effects of Proposed Power Line in Context of Project as a Whole 

3.20 The proposed overhead power line, which will provide the electricity supply for the Project, is assessed by 

others as a separate application, with the effects not being considered significant.  
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3.21 However, in order to consider the landscape and visual effects as a whole, it is important to note if its 

inclusion would alter any of the findings that are reported here. It is confirmed that this would not be the 

case. When the Project is considered as a whole, including the overhead power line, then the findings will 

remain as reported here.  

3.22 The overhead line will mainly be seen by different visual receptors (people) which are further away within 

the landscape to the west of the proposed mine which it will traverse.  It will, for the majority of its 

length, extend across a different part of the landscape than the areas which will be affected by the 

proposed  mine.  The opportunities for both the proposed mine and the proposed overhead line to be seen 

together will be limited because the line will be buried underground on its approach to the mine.  The 

buried section will extend from where the line meets the B46, to the west of the proposed mine, for 1.1km 

all the way through to the mine.   

3.23 The burying of the line on approach to the mine will limit the potential for the line and mine to be 

experienced together in close range views, where effects might otherwise be considered significant. 

Significant cumulative landscape or visual effects, which could arise from both developments being seen 

together from the same place, are not therefore expected.   

3.24 If the line instead remained overhead on approach to the mine (which is not proposed) then such 

cumulative effects would occur at locations on the B46 between the mine and the line on their approach 

from the west. Given it will be underground at this point, the line will not be seen on their approach to the 

mine.  

Conclusions 

3.25 The conclusions of the 2017 LVIA and the 1st Addendum, 2019 for the proposed project site presented in 

the Environmental Statement (ES, 2017) and the 1st Addendum, 2019, will not be affected by the 

proposed changes in the design of the DSF or as a result of the new information on the impact of the 

power line. There would be no change to the findings of significant effects identified in the 2017 or 2019 

assessments.  

3.26 The proposed landform and landcover of the DSF will have a much-improved shape and appearance, in 

aesthetic terms, and will integrate better with the AONB landscape and views. The project will still present 

a significant alteration to the current landform, character and views, as has been described and 

illustrated.  However, once the site has been restored, with structures, associated lighting, and areas of 

hardstanding removed; landcover returned to heath and grassland; and new woodland planting introduced 

to replace sitka trees, the permanent and lasting effects on landscape character and views, including 

those of the AONB, are likely to be reduced. 
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Appendix 1  

Updated Visualisations and ZTVs 
Figure A6.3b: Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) for DSF at Year 4 (15km Study Area)   

Figure A6.3c: Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) for DSF at Year 8 (15km Study Area)    

Figure A6.3d: Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) for DSF at Year 20 (15km Study Area) 

Figure A9.1: Viewpoint 1: Farmsteads off Crockanboy Road  

Figure A9.2: Viewpoint 2: Mullydoo Road  

Figure A9.3: Viewpoint 3: Crockanboy Road (B46)  

Figure A9.4: Viewpoint 4: Aghaboy Road - South of site  

Figure A9.5: Viewpoint 5: Greencastle Road  

Figure A9.6: Viewpoint 6: Cashel Rock  

Figure A9.7: Viewpoint 7: Aghaboy Road South-west of site  

Figure A9.8: Viewpoint 8: Barony Road (A505)    

Figure A9.9: Viewpoint 9: Mullaghcarn 

Figure A9.10: Viewpoint 19: Davagh Forest (near Davagh Forest Dark Sky Observatory) (Night-time 

photomontage – Year 4 only) 

 

Sequence of figures for each location for each as follows:  

 

Figure AX.2a 90˚ Baseline photograph & 90˚ 3D Model View – DSF at Year 4 and proposed site componentry 

Figure AX.2b 90˚ 3D Model View – DSF at Year 8 and proposed site componentry & 90˚ 3D Model View – Full 

Extent DSF at Year 20 and proposed site componentry 

Figure AX.2c 90˚ Photomontage – Full extent DSF at Year 20 and proposed site componentry (No Lighting 

shown) & 90˚ Photomontage – Removal of componentry and post closure of DSF 

Figure AX.2d 53.5˚ Baseline photograph 

Figure AX.2e 53.5˚ 3D Model View – DSF at Year 4 and proposed site componentry 

Figure AX.2f 53.5˚ 3D Model View – DSF at Year 8 and proposed site componentry 

Figure AX.2g 53.5˚ 3D Model View – DSF at Year 20 and proposed site componentry 

Figure AX.2h 53.5˚ Photomontage – Full extent DSF at Year 20 and proposed site componentry (No Lighting 

shown) 

Figure AX.2i 53.5˚ Photomontage – Removal of componentry and post closure of DSF 

For Greencastle Road only: 

Figure A5.2j-o Night-time photomontage – Year 4 
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Appendix 2  

Updated Landscape Plans 
  



 

 

Appendix 2 Updated Landscape Plans – See Appendix C17 
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