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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ireland with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the 
manpower, timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with Dalradian Gold Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services 
it has been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information 
set out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole 
document and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ireland on behalf of Dalradian Gold Limited.  It presents the 
results of the breeding bird surveys carried out in 2015 and 2016 to inform the baseline ecological conditions at 
the site of the proposed gold mine development as part of the Curraghinalt Project, County Tyrone. 

A total of 25 and 28 bird species were recorded in 2015 and 2016 respectively.  The target species recorded 
included: a minimum of three (maximum of six) red grouse; two species of raptors namely buzzard and kestrel 
but not confirmed as breeding; two species of waders namely golden plover and curlew; and passerines of 
which skylark (amber-listed) and meadow pipit (red-listed) well represented, and yellowhammer (red-listed) 
also recorded. 

Based on the species recorded and their numbers within the proposed infrastructure site and other areas of 
the application site during the 2015 and 2016 surveys, it is considered that the breeding bird assemblage is of 
Local (Higher) value. 

  



Dalradian Gold Limited  
Curraghinalt Gold Project, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
Breeding Bird Survey Report 

 

 
SLR Ref No: 501.00241.00006 

September 2017 

 

.  
  

 

CONTENTS  

 INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................... 1 1.0

1.1 Background ............................................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Site Description ......................................................................................................................... 1 

 METHODOLOGY .............................................................................................................. 2 2.0

2.1 Study Area ................................................................................................................................. 2 

2.2 Survey Methodology ................................................................................................................. 2 

2.2.1 Breeding Bird Walkover Survey Method ......................................................................................................................... 2 

2.2.2 Data presentation ............................................................................................................................................................. 3 

2.3 Personnel .................................................................................................................................. 3 

2.3.1 Survey Personnel .............................................................................................................................................................. 3 

2.3.2 Quality Assurance ............................................................................................................................................................. 3 

 RESULTS .......................................................................................................................... 4 3.0

3.1 Contextual Information and Historical Records ........................................................................ 4 

3.1.1 Historical Records for Birds .............................................................................................................................................. 4 

3.2 Breeding Bird Survey 2015 ........................................................................................................ 4 

3.2.1 Survey Timings and Weather Data .................................................................................................................................. 4 

3.2.2 Bird Data ........................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

3.3 Breeding Bird Survey 2016 ........................................................................................................ 6 

3.3.1 Survey Timings and Weather Data .................................................................................................................................. 6 

3.3.2 Bird Data ........................................................................................................................................................................... 7 

3.4 Summary of Target Species Groups .......................................................................................... 8 

3.4.1 Grouse ............................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

3.4.2 Raptors .............................................................................................................................................................................. 8 

3.4.3 Waders .............................................................................................................................................................................. 8 

3.4.4 Passerines ......................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

 EVALUATION ................................................................................................................... 9 4.0

4.1 Legal and Conservation Status .................................................................................................. 9 

4.2 Species Accounts and Evaluation ............................................................................................ 10 

  



Dalradian Gold Limited  
Curraghinalt Gold Project, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
Breeding Bird Survey Report 

 

 
SLR Ref No: 501.00241.00006 

September 2017 

 

.  
  

 

DOCUMENT REFERENCES 

TABLES  

Table 1:  Weather Conditions During Surveys in 2015 ......................................................................... 4 

Table 2:  Bird Data Breeding Season 2015 ........................................................................................... 5 

Table 3:  Weather Conditions during Surveys in 2016 ......................................................................... 6 

Table 4:  Bird Data Breeding Season 2016 ........................................................................................... 7 

Table 5:  Legal and Conservation Status of Species Recorded in 2015 and 2016 ................................ 9 

Table 6:  Summary of Site Survey Data along with International, National and Regional Population Data / 
Status .............................................................................................................................. 11 

FIGURES 

Figure 1:  Ornithology Breeding Season Survey Areas 
Figure 2:  Raptor Records 
Figure 3:  Skylark Peak Counts 2015 & 2016 
Figure 4:  Meadow Pipit Peak Counts 2015 & 2016 
Figure 5:  Other Red & Amber Listed Species of Conservation Concern along with NI Priority Species 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 01:  Summary of Bird Species Recorded during the Breeding Bird Survey in 2012 
 
 



Dalradian Gold Limited  
Curraghinalt Gold Project, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
Breeding Bird Survey Report 

 

 
SLR Ref No: 501.00241.00006 

September 2017 

 

 
Page 1  

 

 INTRODUCTION 1.0

1.1 Background 

This report presents the findings of the breeding bird surveys carried out in 2015 and 2016 to inform the 
baseline ecological conditions at the site of the proposed gold mine development as part of the Curraghinalt 
Project, County Tyrone. 

It has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ireland (SLR) on behalf of Dalradian Gold Limited (DGL) to inform the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process as part of the planning application for the development of a 
gold mine as part of the Curraghinalt Project. 

1.2 Site Description 

The Curraghinalt gold deposit and mine infrastructure sites are located on the southern edge of the South 
Sperrin Mountains.  The area comprises a topographic ridge that forms the drainage divide between the 
Owenkillew River and the Owenreagh River.  The ridge runs in a northwest / southeast direction and rises up to 
the Mullydoo (325 metres above Ordnance Datum (m AOD)), Crocknamoghil (335m AOD) and Crockanboy Hill 
(287m AOD) high points.  Peats ranging from <0.5 m to in excess of 4 m in depth cover the top of the ridge 
much of which have been historically cutover and in places is still being actively cut.  These peats support a 
complex mosaic of blanket bog, wet heath, marshy grassland and acid grasslands as a result of a variety of 
influences including historic management, livestock grazing and drainage.  

The open areas of peatland give way to a patchwork of fields typically bounded by earthbanks at higher 
elevations that are replaced with hedgerows further downslope.  The fields are predominantly under improved 
and semi-improved grasslands many of which, due to poor drainage and low grazing, have develop into marshy 
grassland dominated by rushes.  However, pockets of peat remain and which support a mosaic of mire and wet 
heath habitats. 

The ridge forms a watershed for a number of small burns including the Curraghinalt and Gleneally Burns that 
flow to the Owenkillew River and the Pollanroe Burn that flows to the Owenreagh River.  These burns typically 
have stoney substrates and are lined with trees along their lower stretches.  Water levels are highly variable 
and respond rapidly to any rainfall event. 

On the south side of the ridge there has been some woodland planting that includes a number of small blocks 
of coniferous woodland plantation with other small linear belts of broadleaved and mixed plantation 
woodland. 
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 METHODOLOGY 2.0

2.1 Study Area 

The Curraghinalt gold deposit is located in the South Sperrin Mountains approximately 7.5 km east of the 
village of Gortin, and between the settlements of Rouskey and Greencastle, County Tyrone. 

The application area has five component project sites that include: 

i. Proposed Infrastructure Site (Area A).  The site where the process plant and dry stack facility (DSF) will 
be located and includes the proposed access road of from the Crockanboy Road. 

ii. Proposed Mineral Extraction Area (Area B).  The area where the mineral deposit is known to occur and 
the maximum extent of the underground mine workings. 

iii. The Existing Surface Infrastructure Site (Area C).  The existing surface infrastructure that was 
developed for the underground exploration programme that will be retained for use as an early works 
base and for underground development and future training. 

iv. Passing Bays on Camcosy Road and a Proposed Turning Point for Heavy Goods Vehicles off Lenagh 
Road (Area D).  The existing passing bays developed for the Curraghinalt Underground Exploration 
Programme and proposed turning point for heavy goods vehicles during the construction phase of the 
development. 

v. Proposed Mineral Exploration Area (Area E).  The target area for future exploration of the Curraghinalt 
deposit by means of underground drifts (essentially exploration tunnels).  All tunnels will be more than 
100 m below the surface. 

In 2015, the study area for the breeding bird surveys included, as far as practically possible subject to obtaining 
access agreements, all land within the proposed infrastructure site (Area A) and other parts of the wider 
application site (Areas B and E). This survey area encompassed an area of 453.9 ha (Figure 1). 

In 2016, the study area was focussed on the proposed infrastructure site (Area A) where the above ground 
development of the gold mine will occur, covering an area of 144.3 ha. (Figure 1). 

2.2 Survey Methodology 

2.2.1 Breeding Bird Walkover Survey Method 

Survey methods were an adapted version of those outlined in Brown & Shepherd (1993)1 taking into account 
recommendations in Calladine et al. (2009)2.  Four walkover survey visits were undertaken at least seven days 
apart during mid-April to early July, between 08:30 hours and 18:00 hours in 2015 and 2016.  This method is 
suitable for many moorland and open country species. Moorland passerines such as skylark and meadow pipit 
were included due to their status as species of Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland (BoCCI)3. 

The survey route paid particular attention to habitats of potential value to birds such as wetland areas, areas of 
woodland and scrub, hedges and field boundaries. All species of birds were recorded on 1:10,000 survey maps 
using standard British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) species and behaviour codes. 

______________________ 

1 Brown, A.F. & Shepherd, K.B. (1993).  A Method for Censusing Upland Breeding Waders. Bird Study 40: 189-195. 
2 Calladine, J., Garner, G., Wernham, C. & Thiel, A. (2009).  The Influence of Survey Frequency on Population Estimates of Moorland Breeding Birds.  Bird 
Study 56: 381-388. 
3 Colhoun, K. & Cummins, S. (2013).  Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2014–2019.  Irish Birds 9: 523-544. 
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2.2.2 Data presentation 

The results of the walkover surveys were entered into GIS for post survey analysis (identification of territories 
and tallying of numbers of birds recorded). The results were tabulated and presented along with the legal and 
conservation status of each species encountered. 

2.3 Personnel 

2.3.1 Survey Personnel 

The surveys were led by Rhys Bullman an ornithologist and employee of SLR that is highly experienced in 
carrying out all types of bird surveys.  He was assisted in 2015 by Thomas Lilburn and in 2016 by Andy Hill both 
ecologists with SLR and experienced in carrying out bird surveys. 

2.3.2 Quality Assurance 

This report has been subject to technical review by Mike Webb MPhil, MCIEEM, CBiol, CEnv who is the 
Technical Director of SLR’s Ecology Team. 
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 RESULTS 3.0

3.1 Contextual Information and Historical Records 

3.1.1 Historical Records for Birds 

CEDaR returned records for five species of birds for the overall application site and its immediate surrounding 
area, that included grey heron (Ardea cinerea) as listed in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985.  No raptor records were received by the Northern Ireland Raptor Study Group. 

Previous breeding bird surveys carried out in 2012 by SLR to inform an Environmental Baseline Study 
commissioned by DGL as part of its exploratory works recorded a total of 44 species of birds as part of a 
breeding bird survey.  At this time, three species listed in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985 were recorded including buzzard (Buteo buteo), grey heron and peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) which 
is also listed under Annex I of the EU Birds Directive.  A full species list of birds recorded during the 2012 
breeding bird survey is presented at Appendix 01. 

3.2 Breeding Bird Survey 2015 

3.2.1 Survey Timings and Weather Data 

Table 1 presents details of the survey dates and weather conditions. 

Table 1:  Weather Conditions During Surveys in 2015 

Date Weather Conditions 

28/04/2015 Windy, heavy showers. 

21/05/2015 Low cloud to start but clearing, still and dry 

22/05/2015 Overcast, light north-westerly breeze with some light showers 

13/06/2015 Sunny, still and dry 

14/06/2015 Sunny, slight westerly breeze and dry 

08/07/2015 Overcast, with a light westerly breeze and occasional showers 

09/07/2015 Overcast largely still and dry 

 

3.2.2 Bird Data 

A total of 25 species of birds were recorded in the surveys (Table 2). Of these, one species (golden plover) is 
listed on Annex 1 of the EU Birds Directive (recorded as a passage migrant only); and three species (buzzard – 
one possible territory, kestrel – one possible territory, golden plover – passage migrant) are provided special 
protection through inclusion on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985. 
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Table 2:  Bird Data Breeding Season 2015 

Species Name 

Counts 

Number Territories / Site status April 

(P= present 
no count) 

May June  July 

Red Grouse   6  Min 3 birds June 

Red-legged Partridge P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Buzzard    1 

Single calling adult in July (also 
recorded in same area in 
winter. Putative territory in the 
area west of Crockanboy Hill) 

Kestrel   1 1 
Possible territory west of 
Crockanboy Hill 

Golden Plover 35    Passage migrant 

Curlew P    Single bird off site in April 

Cuckoo  2   
1 territory on NW corner of 
Crockanboy Hill 

Skylark P 
62 (43 
singing 
males) 

50 (46 
singing 
males) 

40 (30 
singing 
males) 

Max 46 singing males in Jun 
(equivalent to an observed 
density of 10.1 territories/ km²) 

Swallow   2  Foraging adults noted in June 

Meadow Pipit P 
104 (44 
singing 
males) 

117 (40 
singing 
males) 

195 (43 
singing 
males) 

Max 44 singing males in May 
(equivalent to an observed 
density of 9.7/ km²) 

Pied Wagtail P    
Breeding on farmland to south 
of moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Wren P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Dunnock P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Stonechat P 3 10 2 Min 2 territories 

Wheatear  1 3 1 Min 1 territory 

Blackbird P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 
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Species Name Counts Number Territories / Site status 

Mistle Thrush P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Coal Tit P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Blue Tit P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Great Tit P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

House Sparrow P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Chaffinch P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Siskin P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

Lesser Redpoll   1  Single bird in Jun 

Yellowhammer P    
Present on farmland to south of 
moorland area on 
Crocknamoghil 

 

3.3 Breeding Bird Survey 2016 

3.3.1 Survey Timings and Weather Data 

Table 3 presents details of the survey dates and weather conditions. 

Table 3:  Weather Conditions during Surveys in 2016 

Date Weather Conditions 

29/04/2016 Light north-westerly breeze, dry but cold with covering of snow on site. 

19/05/2016 Light westerly breeze, overcast, dry, mild. 

14/06/2016 Moderate westerly breeze, overcast, drizzle, warm. 

19/07/2016 Light westerly breeze, sunny.  
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3.3.2 Bird Data 

A total of 28 species of birds were recorded in the surveys (Table 4).  Of these bird species none is listed on 
Annex 1 of the EU Birds Directive and only buzzard (one possible territory) , is provided special protection 
through inclusion on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985.  

Table 4:  Bird Data Breeding Season 2016 

Species Name 

Counts 

Number Territories / Site status April 

(P= present 
no count) 

May June  July 

Buzzard 0 0 1 0 Single adult north of 
Crockanboy Road in June 

Woodpigeon 3 1 0 0 Present in very small numbers 
on farmland area 

Cuckoo 0 0 2 0 1 territory on NW corner of 
Crockanboy Hill 

Skylark 6 (6 singing 
males) 

13 (13 
singing 
males) 

12 (11 
singing 
males) 

3 (3 singing 
males) 

Max 13 singing males in May 
(equivalent to an observed 
density of 9.0 territories/ km²) 

Meadow Pipit 29 (9 singing 
males) 

23 (13 
singing 
males) 

22 (9 singing 
males) 

22 (1 singing 
male) 

Max 13 singing males in May 
(equivalent to an observed 
density of 9.0 / km²) 

Pied Wagtail 0 0 0 3 1 confirmed territory, fledged 
juveniles in July 

Wren 30 9 12 2 Maximum of 29 singing males in 
April 

Dunnock 2 2 2 1 Minimum of 2 territories 

Robin 18 8 5 5 Maximum of 18 singing males in 
April 

Stonechat 1 1 0 3 Minimum of 2 territories south 
of Crocknamoghil  

Blackbird 3 2 2 0 Maximum of 2 singing males in 
May and June 

Song Thrush 2 2 5 1 Maximum of 5 singing males in 
June 

Mistle Thrush 3 1 1 4 Maximum of 3 singing males in 
April 

Blackcap 0 1 0 0 One singing male in May 

Willow Warbler 10 10 4 5 Maximum of 10 singing males in 
both April and May 
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Species Name Counts Number Territories / Site status 

Goldcrest 6 5 3 5 Maximum of 5 singing males in 
both April and May 

Coal Tit 8 1 1 5 Maximum of 8 singing males in 
April 

Blue Tit 1 0 0 0 A single bird recorded in April 

Great Tit 3 1 0 1 Minimum of 1 singing bird in 
April, May & July 

Magpie 4 0 2 0 One probable territory 

Jackdaw 6 2 4 4 Probably two pairs breeding 

Hooded Crow 2 4 1 4 Possibly one pair breeding 

Starling 0 0 0 20 Post-breeding flock in July, 
otherwise not recorded  

Chaffinch 9 12 16 2 Maximum of 12 singing males in 
May and June 

Goldfinch 1 0 0 0 One singing in April 

Lesser Redpoll 0 5 1 0 Maximum of 3 singing males in 
May 

Bullfinch 0 0 0 1 Single record of a female in July 

Reed Bunting 3 2 0 1 Maximum of 2 singing males in 
April and May 

 

3.4 Summary of Target Species Groups 

3.4.1 Grouse 

A minimum of three (maximum of six) red grouse were recorded only in June 2015, west of Crocknamoghil Hill. 

3.4.2 Raptors 

Two species of raptor were recorded (buzzard and kestrel), but there was no confirmed breeding. 

3.4.3 Waders 

Golden plover was recorded only as a passage migrant in April 2015.  Curlew was also recorded in April 2015, 
with one bird seen off site. 

3.4.4 Passerines 

Skylark (amber-listed) and meadow pipit (red-listed) were well represented, with maximum observed densities 
of 10.1 singing skylarks per km² and 9.7 singing meadow pipits per km². One other red-listed passerine BoCCI 
species was recorded (yellowhammer on the farmland to the south of the moorland area in 2015).    
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 EVALUATION 4.0

4.1 Legal and Conservation Status 

Table 5 provides an overview of the legal and conservation status in Northern Ireland of the bird species 
recorded during the 2015 and 2016 surveys. 

Table 5:  Legal and Conservation Status of Species Recorded in 2015 and 2016 

Species Legal Status Conservation Status 

Red Grouse Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Red; NI Priority 

Red-legged Partridge Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Buzzard Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985: Sch1.1 Green 

Kestrel Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985: Sch1.1 Amber 

Golden Plover 
Wild bird directive: Annex 1;  

Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985: Sch1.2 
Red; NI Priority 

Curlew Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Red; NI Priority 

Woodpigeon Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Cuckoo Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green; NI Priority 

Skylark Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber; NI Priority 

Swallow Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber 

Meadow Pipit Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Red 

Pied Wagtail Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Wren Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Dunnock Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green; NI Priority 

Robin Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber 

Stonechat Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber 

Wheatear Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber 

Blackbird Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Song Thrush Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green; NI Priority 

Mistle Thrush Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber 

Blackcap Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Willow Warbler Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Goldcrest Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber 

Coal Tit Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Blue Tit Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Great Tit Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 
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Species Legal Status Conservation Status 

Magpie Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Jackdaw Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Hooded Crow Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Starling Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber; NI Priority 

House Sparrow Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Amber; NI Priority 

Chaffinch Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Goldfinch Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Siskin Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green 

Lesser Redpoll Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green; NI Priority 

Bullfinch Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green; NI Priority 

Yellowhammer Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Red; NI Priority 

Reed Bunting Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 Green; NI Priority 

Legal Status in NI is covered by: 

 The Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985;  

 Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds; and Directive 2009/147/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the conservation of wild birds. 

Conservation Status and Biodiversity Status in NI is covered by: 

 Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) 3 (2013):-  
http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/OurWork/SpeciesHabitatConservationinIreland/BirdsofConservationConcern/tabi
d/178/Default.aspx 

 Northern Ireland Environment Agency:- www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/northern_ireland_priority_species_list.pdf 

 

4.2 Species Accounts and Evaluation 

Species accounts for the site populations in the context of international, national and regional data are 
provided in Table 6. 

Based on the species recorded and their numbers within the proposed infrastructure site and other areas of 
the application site during the 2015 and 2016 surveys, it is considered that the breeding bird assemblage is of 
Local (Higher) value. 

 

http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/OurWork/SpeciesHabitatConservationinIreland/BirdsofConservationConcern/tabid/178/Default.aspx
http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/OurWork/SpeciesHabitatConservationinIreland/BirdsofConservationConcern/tabid/178/Default.aspx
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/northern_ireland_priority_species_list.pdf
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Table 6:  Summary of Site Survey Data along with International, National and Regional Population Data / Status 

Species Site Status 2015 Site Status 2016 

European 
Population 
(Annex I 
Species)

1 

UK 
Population 
(Estimate 
Pairs)

2 

Regional Status (Ireland)
3 

Red Grouse Present on moorland, 
likely breeder. Min 3 birds 
Jun 

Not recorded (moorland 
area where this species 
was recorded in 2015 
was outside of 2016 
survey area) 

- 230,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder; Subspecies in Ireland is Lagopus l. 
hibernicus 

Red-legged Partridge Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Not recorded - N/a Introduced breeder 

Buzzard Putative territory in the 
area west of Crockanboy 
Hill 

Only recorded in June, 
north of Crockanboy 
Road 

- 57,000– 
79,000 
(2009) 

Largely resident, though Ireland receives birds from 
Britain during the winter. 

Kestrel Possible territory west of 
Crockanboy Hill 

Not recorded - 46,000 
(2009) 

Widespread resident throughout Ireland. Largely 
resident within breeding territory. Some birds move 
within the country, especially down from the 
uplands. 

Golden Plover Passage migrant, 35 in Apr Not recorded >820,000  38,000–
59,000 
(1980-2000) 

Resident breeder and winter migrant 

Curlew Single bird off site in Apr. 
No evidence of breeding 
on site 

Not recorded - 68,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder and winter migrant 

Woodpigeon Not recorded Low site population - 5,300,000 
(2009) 

Widespread and common 
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Species Site Status 2015 Site Status 2016 

European 
Population 
(Annex I 
Species)

1 

UK 
Population 
(Estimate 
Pairs)

2 

Regional Status (Ireland)
3 

Cuckoo One territory around the 
west side of Crockanboy 
Hill 

One territory around the 
west side of Crockanboy 
Hill 

- 16,000 
(2009) 

Migrant breeder 

Skylark Breeding, max observed 
density of 10.1 territories/ 
km² in June  

Breeding, max observed 
density of 9.0 territories/ 
km² in May 

- 1,500,000 
(2009) 

Common resident throughout Ireland in uplands 
and areas of farmland, especially cereal.  

Swallow No evidence of breeding. 
Foraging over site in Jun 

Not recorded - 860,000 
(2009) 

Migrant breeder 

Meadow Pipit Breeding, max observed 
density of 9.7 singing 
birds/ km² in May 

Breeding, max observed 
density of 9.0 singing 
birds/ km² in May 

- 2,000,000 
(2009) 

One of the commonest bird species in Ireland, 
favouring rough pastures and uplands.   

Pied wagtail Breeding on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Confirmed breeding on 
farmland to south of 
moorland area 

- 470,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder and winter migrant 

Wren Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Maximum of 29 
territories 

- 8,600,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder; Some races of conservation 
concern 

Dunnock Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Minimum of 2 territories - 2,500,000 
(2009) 

Common resident throughout Ireland. 

Robin Not recorded Maximum of 18 
territories 

 6,700,000 
(2009) 

Widespread and common 

Stonechat Breeding. Minimum of 2 
territories 

Minimum of 2 territories - 59,000 
(2009) 

Widespread resident in scrubland throughout 
Ireland, mainly near the coast. Scarce in the 
midlands. Mainly sedentary in the lowlands.  

Wheatear Probably breeding. 
Minimum  of 1 territory 

Not recorded  240,000 
(2009) 

Migrant breeder 
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Species Site Status 2015 Site Status 2016 

European 
Population 
(Annex I 
Species)

1 

UK 
Population 
(Estimate 
Pairs)

2 

Regional Status (Ireland)
3 

Blackbird Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Maximum of 2 territories - 5,100,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder and winter visitor  

Song Thrush Not recorded Maximum of 5 territories - 1,200,000 
(2009) 

Widespread resident. Additional birds arrive from 
Continent in winter. 

Mistle Thrush Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Maximum of 3 territories - 170,000 
(2009) 

Common resident.  

Blackcap Not recorded One possible territory - 1,200,000 
(2009) 

Scarce summer visitor to woodlands in the midlands 
and northern Ireland from April to September. 

Willow Warbler Not recorded Maximum of 10 
territories 

- 2,400,000 
(2009) 

Common summer migrant. 

Goldcrest Not recorded Maximum of 5 territories - 610,000 
(2009) 

A common resident throughout Ireland, mainly in 
coniferous forests. 

Coal Tit Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Maximum of 8 territories - 760,000 
(2009) 

Common resident throughout Ireland. 

Blue tit Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Single recorded - 3,600,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder. 

Great Tit Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Minimum of 1 territory - 2,600,000 
(2009) 

Resident. 

Magpie Not recorded Maximum of 1 territory - 600,000 
(2009) 

Resident. 

Jackdaw Not recorded Small breeding colony (2 
pairs) 

- 1,400,000 
(2009) 

Resident 

Hooded Crow Not recorded Small site population (c.1 
pair) 

- 260,000 
(2009) 

Common resident throughout Ireland. 
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Species Site Status 2015 Site Status 2016 

European 
Population 
(Annex I 
Species)

1 

UK 
Population 
(Estimate 
Pairs)

2 

Regional Status (Ireland)
3 

Starling Not recorded Not breeding. Post-
breeding flock in July 

- 1,900,000 
(2009) 

Common resident throughout Ireland. 

House sparrow Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Not recorded - 5,300,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder. 

Chaffinch Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area in 
March 

Maximum of 12 
territories 

- 6,200,000 
(2009) 

Resident. 

Goldfinch Not recorded 1 possible territory - 1,200,000 
(2009) 

Resident. Additional birds may arrive from 
Continent in winter. 

Siskin Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Not recorded - 420,000 
(2009) 

Resident. Additional birds arrive from Continent in 
winter. 

Lesser Redpoll No evidence of breeding. 
Single bird in Jun 

Maximum of 3 territories - 220,000 
(2009) 

Widespread breeding species mainly in upland 
areas. 

Bullfinch Not recorded No evidence of breeding, 
single recorded 

- 220,000 
(2009) 

Resident. Additional birds arrive from Continent in 
winter. 

Yellowhammer Present on farmland to 
south of moorland area 

Not recorded - 710,000 
(2009) 

Resident breeder and winter migrant 

Reed Bunting Not recorded Maximum of 2 territories - 250,000 
(2009) 

Widespread resident of wetlands throughout 
Ireland. 

Data sources: 

1 Birdlife International (http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/BirdsInEuropeII/BiE2004Sp3111.pdf) 

2 Musgrove, A., Aebischer, N., Eaton, M., Hearn, R., Newson, S., Noble, D., Parsons, M., Risely, K. & Stroud, D. (2013). Population estimates of birds in Great Britain and 
the United Kingdom. British Birds, 106, 64-100. 

3 http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/IrelandsBirds/tabid/541/Default.aspx  

 

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/BirdsInEuropeII/BiE2004Sp3111.pdf
http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/IrelandsBirds/tabid/541/Default.aspx
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