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Landscape Restoration Planting Key

Location of adit Complement and extend phased 
replacement of non-native 
coniferous shelterbelts with native 
woodland and shrubs, to further 
extend ladder field pattern.

All temporary infrastructure will be 
demolished. Permanent 
buildings will be removed. 
Concrete foundations and 
footprint areas will be removed, 
ripped and regraded. This includes 
the north-east clean water pond.

Diversion ditches around the DSF will 
be left in place post-closure to 
manage the surface water runoff.

Ponds will be left in place to manage   
surface water runoff. The 
embankments/ slopes will be graded 
out to improve public safety and 
provide potential habitat for wetland 
species. Engineered ponds will be 
naturalised, egraded, and planted 
with the pond margins mix. Clean 
topsoil will be used to create softer 
edges and shallow margins.  
Proposed planting indicated on 
planting schedule as: Pond Margins.

Roads will be maintained whilst they 
are required for monitoring and 
closure activities. Once they are no 
longer required they will be removed. 
The compacted areas, and the 
underlying substrate will be ripped and 
the soils regraded, and seeded. The 
proposed road to south and east will 
remain in place post closure.

The active water treatment system will be 
removed once monitoring indicates it is 
no longer required. A passive water 
system using existing water management 
ponds will be used to treat any residual 
seepage from the DSF post-closure.

Proposed native tree and shrub planting 
on starter berm of DSF - to be planted as 
soon as possible after construction of the 
starter berm. The depth of planting media 
(a mineral topsoil and peat mix) will be 
increased in areas to be planted with 
shallow rooted trees and larger shrubs to 
a minimum of 0.5m, across the starter 
berm.

Native riparian woodland and shrubs 
will be planted along the foot and 
eastern side of the restored DSF, to 
help break up views and provide 
habitat opportunities.

Proposed low growing and dwarf shrub 
heather species, extending onto and 
across the DSF to reflect ‘ladder field’ 
pattern. Species mix to match that 
indicated on planting schedule as: Starter 
Berm Planting. 

The depth of planting media (a mineral 
topsoil and peat mix) will be increased in 
areas to be planted with shallow rooted 
trees and larger shrubs to a minimum of 
500mm. 

Progressive restoration and planting 
proposals for the DSF are to be developed 
in conjunction with the ecologists and 
engineers to ensure the structural 
integrity of Dry Stack Facility cap is 
maintained. Please refer to the MWF 
Design Report and Appendix G of the 
Mine Waste Management Plan. 

Dry Stack Facility (DSF) to be seeded 
and plug planted to promote pro-
gressive restoration to heathland, 
using Seed Mix 1, together with 
heathland plugs.

Minimum planting media depth of 
500mm (allowing sufficient depth for 
shrubs to root). Planting media to 
comprise a mineral topsoil and peat 
mix. 

Detailed planting proposals for the 
DSF will be developed in conjunction 
with the ecologists and engineers to 
ensure the structural 
integrity of Dry Stack Facility cap is 
maintained. Please refer to the MWF 
Design Report and Appendix G of 
the Mine Waste Management Plan. 

Service Layer Credits:  Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community

6. Proposed phased removal of conifer vegetation, 
to be gradually replaced by native woodland and 
shrub species.

1. Proposed copse woodland. 2. Wet woodland to tie in with existing plant species 
and enhance habitat opportunities.  

3. Regeneration of DSF surface with upland 
heathland  vegetation.

4. Naturalisation of recirculation ponds.

5. Retention of access track until post closure, then 
to be allowed to naturalise.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Landscape Restoration Objectives:

The overall aim of restoration is to tie the site back into the existing landscape, to reflect its character, topography, 
structure and the existing species composition, and where possible to improve upon the current situation.  Specifically: 
buildings and structures will be removed, returning the landscape to a rural appearance; engineered slopes will be 
graded so that they tie into the natural topography; the wetlands will remain and will be naturalised; the DSF will be 
recolonised with locally appropriate grass and acid heath species; and native woodland species will replace the existing 
conifer belts, which presently act as detractors in the landscape.  Where possible, tree and hedgerow planting will be 
aligned to reflect the orientation of the characteristic ‘ladder fields’.  Access tracks which remain will be allowed to 
soften so that they have the appearance of the existing farm tracks.  

Planting:

Planting proposals for the DSF are to be developed in conjunction with engineers to ensure the structural integrity of 
Dry Stack Facility cap is maintained and not jeopardised.

Proposed planting to comprise species of local provenance stock from Northern Ireland informed by site conditions, 
and the Design Guide for Rural Northern Ireland (1994). All tree and shrub planting to comply with BS3936 
Specification for trees and shrubs trees. Cut back any damaged, dead or diseased branches and remove weak, thin or 
malformed growth. Plant species, sizes, and planting density are in the Schedule: Proposed Planting. 

Bat house to be retained.

Berm to be re-profiled to the south of the 
haul road to smooth contours. 


